
1 August 2021 

elcome to our 

Bumper Summer 

Postal Church! 

This is likely to be the last 

edition as we know it. The 

time has come to gradually 

morph this back into 

something resembling 

weekly notices, which may or 

may not contain a few extras! 

There has been a great deal 

of work put into these 71 

editions and we all owe a 

huge thanks to the regular 

contributors, who I suspect 

only thought we’d need to 

do this for a few months (but 

isn’t that always the way with 

church jobs?). A particular 

thanks to Margaret, Jim, Paul, 

Saz, Kevin, and lastly Martin 

who has both contributed 

and edited (which he is also 

sharing for this final edition!). 

Thank you all so much. 

 

This week’s readings: 

• Exodus 16 v.2-4, 9-15 

• Psalm 78 v.23-29 

• Ephesians 4 v.1-16 

• John 6 v.24-35 

A mix of providing and 

testing takes place in the 

desert in response to the 

grumbling going on from 

God’s people. On one level 

I’m sure we empathise! We’d 

all much prefer to be 

released from hard times into 

an all you can eat buffet 

arrangement, but it does 

show that reality is quite 

different.  

There will be celebrations 

ahead as church life opens 

up and we start to feel safer, 

but there will also be many 

challenges. I hope we can 

remain in a place of praise! 

Our psalm recounts the same 

story as an act of worship, 

praising God for his 

provision. God sent more 

than enough for everyone! 

What will we remember 

about our times of isolation, 

separation and the journey 

back together? How has God 

provided for you during this 

time? 

In Ephesians we hear some 

vital advice for journeying on 

in unity and peace. Love (as 

always) is the key, but more 

specifically unity takes effort. 

Unity requires a level of 

humility and of grace, 

making the conscious 

decision to be building each 

other up, recognising that 

there cannot be more than 

one true church as we are the 

one body of Christ. We might 

not always be functioning at 

our best, but we can’t detach 

and be something different, 

despite the many historic 

splits into new 

denominations! 

I think one of good things to 

come from lock-down is 

actually a closer bond 

between the churches and an 

increased sense of shared 

vision! Keep praying and 

working for unity - it’s part of 

our name after all! 

Our Gospel reading is a great 

one to finish on. As very 

often happens in John 

people are talking about the 

world present around them 

and Jesus is talking using the 

same words to talk about a 

totally different reality! 

In this case it is all about 

bread. They’ve just 

experienced God’s power 

through the feeding of the 

5000 and they all know about 

the feeding of God’s people 

in the desert and despite 

God’s involvement, both of 

those were about actual 

food. Jesus announces a new 

bread, something that 

sustains beyond our current 

reality.  
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Jesus is the bread of life, sent 

by God like the manna in the 

desert to sustain life, broken 

and shared out to give life to 

all - just like the thousands 

being fed. 

May Jesus truly sustain us 

with the word of God for our 

life ahead! Andy Hall 

And a huge ‘thank you’ to 

Andy for all his work on these 

weekly ‘Postal Church’ 

messages of hope.  Martin  

` 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s   

Super Quiz! 
Our final quiz is all about August. Before you start racking your brains, can I thank all the 

contributors - Paul & Joan Dyer, Tony McKeer and Margaret Tudor - to the whole series of 

quizzes that have helped to make 'Postal Church' the 'go to' Church newsletter of these 

different times.  See you soon. 

1. "In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world...."  Whose gospel?  No extra marks but well done if you can also give chapter 

and verse - without looking it up! 

2. Which came first?  "august" or "August"? 

3. In what year did the August Bank Holiday (for England & Wales) finally move from the first 

Monday of August to the last Monday of August? 

4. Which glamorous American film star died from an overdose of sleeping tablets in August 

1962? 

5. Why is 12th August 'Glorious'? 

6. Golfers will know that one of the world's 'Majors' is played each year at Augusta, Ga.  Why so 

named? 

7.  "I'm as corny as _____ in August" is a line from a Rodgers and Hammerstein musical.  What's 

the missing word? An extra point if you know which musical... 

8. Which popular series of brightly illustrated children's books began 50 years ago?  The first 

few titles had a distinct masculine flavour. 

9. Which renowned British theatre, TV and film actor was born in Leicester 50 years ago in 

August?  (Clue: his initials are R.A. and, perhaps appropriately for a Midlander, famously starred 

in the BBC drama 'North and South'.) 

10. Which member of the Royal Family has a child named August (but born in Feb 2021)? 

... and, finally (for now) 

11. How many quiz questions – including this one – have been asked in total in the various 

issues of 'Postal Church'? (Clue: Our first quiz wasn't until 3rd May 2020.) 

Photo by Rumman Amin 

on Unsplash 

After Church Zoom 
Keep an eye on your emails for the 

Zoom link codes which will be sent 

each week! 

https://unsplash.com/@rumanamin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/tea-and-biscuit?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Online Worship and  

‘Music Group’ 

Details for the next few 

Sundays in August, with an 

anthem or song on the 

theme, are as follows:  

Sunday 1st August will be 

led by Ian McDonald and will 

be streamed here: 

youtu.be/R3-05FT498I 

“Bread of life” by Bernadette 

Farrell: 

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=O2Fq0WlFl_0  

Sunday 8th August will be 

led by Maggie Larkin and will 

be streamed here: 

youtu.be/XsdQbEhf78Y 

“Broken for me, broken for 

you” by Janet Lunt: 

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=cXmjJsPnNLA  

8th August readings: 

• 1 Kings 19 v.4-8 

• Psalm 34 v.1-8 

• Ephesians 4 v.25-5.2 

• John 6 v.35,45-51 

Sunday 15th August will be 

led by Julian Macro and will 

be streamed here: 

youtu.be/G-7eFGOXAZY 

“Here, O my Lord, I see thee 

face to face” by Percy 

Whitlock: 

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=b606AwNX0-8   

15th August readings: 

• Proverbs 9 v.1-6 

• Psalm 34 v.9-14 

• Ephesians 5 v.15-20 

• John 6 v.51-58 

Sunday 22nd August will be 

led by Andy Hall, link for 

streaming to follow. 

“We walk by faith and not by 

sight” by Marty Haugen: 

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=cZViw5EKgSs  

22nd August readings: 

• Joshua 24 v.1-2a, 14-18 

• Psalm 34 v.15-22 

• Ephesians 6 v.10-20 

• John 6 v.56-69 

Sunday 29th August will be 

led by Andy Hall, link for 

streaming to follow. 

“O God, you search me and 

you know me” by Bernadette 

Farrell:  

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=mEGc3_D19Vo  

29th August readings: 

• Deuteronomy 4 v.1-2, 6-9 

• Psalm 15 

• James 1 v.17-27 

• Mark 7 v.1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

Prayer with Saz 

Praise to you our Lord, and 

our God, the Source of the 

Universe... 

...who has implanted mind 

and instinct within every 

living being. Who has given 

us a brand new day where we 

are alive and we too can see 

the difference between day 

and night, between light and 

darkness. 

...who has made me a child of 

God. Who has given me the 

obligation, the tools and the 

resources to strive to act like 

a human being for the 

common good. 

...who opens the eyes of the 

blind. Almighty God, open 

the eyes of those in positions 

to make decisions for our 

nation, for those researching 

new tests and vaccines, and 

cures. Give them the Shalom 

peace of mind to be clear-

eyed as they do their work. 

...who provides clothes for 

the naked. We all feel so 

incredibly vulnerable. As you 

clothed Adam and Eve as 

they left the garden, give us 

the protection we need to 

stay healthy – physically and 

emotionally. 

...who frees the captive. Be 

present to them so that they 

do not feel alone in their 

decisions 

...who makes firm each 

person's steps. Give the 

leaders of our nation and all 

nations the resolve and the 

patience to deal with this 

crisis in the way that You 

would have them act, for the 

common good. 

https://youtu.be/R3-05FT498I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2Fq0WlFl_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2Fq0WlFl_0
https://youtu.be/XsdQbEhf78Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXmjJsPnNLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cXmjJsPnNLA
https://youtu.be/G-7eFGOXAZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b606AwNX0-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b606AwNX0-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZViw5EKgSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZViw5EKgSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEGc3_D19Vo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEGc3_D19Vo


...who prepares our people 

Israel with strength.  Let us 

come together as a 

community of support so 

that we are not isolated and 

alone.  Let us find strength, 

hope and courage in You. 

...who crowns Israel with 

glory and honour.  Let us still 

find holiness and sacredness 

in every day, in big and small 

ways.  

...who gives strength to the 

weary.  Give strength to 

those working in the medical 

clinics and hospitals.  

 Let all humanity arise from 

slumber and fight injustice 

wherever it may occur.  

Let each of us understand 

what our role is in this effort 

to repair this world in 

partnership with you, so that 

one day You will be One and 

Your name will be One.  

Let us say Amen. 

Open Garden is back! 

After a break last year for 

Covid, we are once again 

opening our garden for tea 

and home-made cake.  We 

welcome you to join us on 

Saturday 7th August from 

2.30pm (not Sunday, as in 

previous years).  Will you be 

able to spot further 

developments of our garden 

over the past two years of 

lockdown?  Ian has been 

putting his retirement to 

good use under the watchful 

eye of the Head Gardener!  

We look forward to seeing 

you.  

Gill and Ian  

Wool from Yarn with 

Yarn 

We have been given a 

number of balls of wool 

which we are unable to use 

because the items that we 

knit are unlikely to be 

washed with the care that 

wool demands. 

If anyone would like any of 

the wool they should contact 

Pat Johnson (patmjohnson 

@btinternet.com or 01202 

694747) after 5th August.  We 

would ask for a donation 

which would be divided 

between Knit for Peace and 

church funds. 

10 x 25g.  Rowan’s Camello 

in grey (a fine merino wool 

and baby camel wool 

mixture) 

6 x 100g.  Rowan’s pure wool 

superwash worsted in grey 

Shade 00112: 2 x Lot 3757; 2 

x Lot 2458; 2 without label 

10 x 50g.  Rico Design – 

Alpaca Tweed Chunky in 

brown/grey: 6 labelled; 2 

unlabelled; 2 smaller balls. 

2 x 100g.  Debbie Bliss 

Aymara (baby alpaca) in grey  

2 x 100g.  Rowan Big Wool in 

brown.

-  G o d ’ s  C r e a t i o n  -  

Over the last 70 editions, we’ve looked at a lot of what the 

local, and wider, world has to offer – so much to see, so 

much to treasure.  The amaryllis are soaking up sunshine for 

next year’s flowering, we’ve been back to the dung heap but 

the yellowhammers were elsewhere.  We have been 

nurtured by the nature around us and now it is our time to 

help nature (and thereby ourselves and generations to 

come).  Our prayers and actions are needed for the planet – 

all our restoring actions, large or small, contribute to that 

collective wellbeing.  We are in this together - it may only 

be the subway that floods in Broadstone – but look at what 

has happened not that far  

from our twinning friends in 

Frankenthal.   

But we could not finish  

without a picture – a  

Banded Demoiselle,  

seen near the River Stour. 



  
A Tudor Garden  

A second visit to Kew Gardens showing water lilies, orchids, cacti, the newly restored 

Temperate House - outside and in, The Pagoda, a lake and waterfall. A truly varied landscape. 



 

Oasis meets again!   

Oasis ladies lunch version of 

'First let me take a selfie' 

photo in the church field. 

 Saz 

 

Stay safe 

And as it says in the song: 

“See you in September …” 

  

Answers: 

1. Luke 2:1 

2. August (i.e. the name of the month). In 8 B.C. the Romans honoured Augustus Caesar, the first 

Roman emperor, by changing the name of their month "Sextilis" to "Augustus."  Use of the name 

'August' reportedly began in the Middle Ages but it wasn't until later, in the mid-1600s, that 

"august" [the adjective] came to be used to refer to someone with the same venerable qualities 

(presumably) as Augustus Caesar... And the Bible reference is Luke 2:1. 

3. The Banking and Financial Dealings Act 1971 moved this bank holiday to the last Monday in 

August for England, Wales and Northern Ireland. This followed a trial period of the new date from 

1965 to 1970. N Ireland has since reverted to the 'first Monday' option. 

4. Marilyn Monroe. 

5. Start of the Red Grouse Shooting Season. 

6. The city was so named in honour of Princess Augusta (1719 -1772), the wife of Frederick, the then 

Prince of Wales, and mother of the future King George III. 

7. Kansas... and it's from 'South Pacific'. 

8. The 'Mr Men' and, latterly, the 'Little Misses' series by Roger Hargreaves. 

9. Richard Armitage. 

10. August Philip Hawke Brooksbank.  He's the first child of Princess Eugenie and Jack Brooksbank – 

and the Queen's ninth great-grandchild. 

11. 464.  So if you got 232 or more right, then well done.  If you scored lower, then remember (as 

per the Olympics) ... It's the taking part that matters, not the winning. 



 

 

The Alpha India Foundation (AIF) run a children’s home in India. They take in children who are 

orphaned or whose parents aren’t able to care for them. The children are brought up in a 

Christian environment, cared for by two house parents. There are currently 9 girls and 2 boys. 

As you will no doubt have seen in the news, India has been severely impacted by the Covid-19 

pandemic and the home is experiencing a number of difficulties as a result. 

The care provided by AIF includes funding their higher education and helping them into the 

world of work. They also maintain regular contact when they finally leave. As a church we have 

supported AIF for many years and I thought that it would be interesting to know what has 

become of some children who have left the home.  

Yuvaraj who will be 28 in June has a reliable job in quality control in a factory and has asked 

the house parents to help find him a wife as is the custom in India. Basker is around 24 and 

doing well as a video photographer, doing freelance work, weddings and other special 

celebrations events. Danny has a very responsible job since finishing his degree in mechanical 

engineering. Aravind is studying mechanical engineering. Paulraj is training to be a pastor in 

Gujurat state and hopes to marry next year. 

AIF is our August “Communion Offering”, however if you would like to become a supporter or 

simply know more about the work of AIF please go to www.alphaindiafoundation.org.uk.  

Minute for 
MISSION 

: Alpha India 

A couple of the UK trustees recently had birthdays and treated the children to Domino’s pizzas. 

http://www.alphaindiafoundation.org.uk/

