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This Sunday may well 
feel like the end of 
some kind of extreme 

lenten experience, when for 
the first time in I don’t know 
how long I will be asking us 
all to sing together! I hope 
that - just like the first taste 
of chocolate or wine after 
40days - it tastes better than 
ever!  

What shall we sing I hear you 
ask? Well, I wouldn’t 
normally advertise, but the 
two biggest suggestions 
have been Great is Thy 
Faithfulness and How Great 
Thou Art. To me that reveals 
that despite all that has 
happened, the church want 
to gather and praise the one 
true, great and faithful God! 

If you’re ready, do come and 
join us, though it will remain 
live streamed for those who 
aren’t able to come. 

This week’s readings: 
• 2 Kings 4.42-44 
• Psalm 145.10-18 
• Ephesians 3.14-21 
• John 6.1-21 

If you’ve open 2 Kings first 
out of our four readings, I 
wonder if you can guess 

what our gospel reading is 
about? That is in part the 
role of this story and of 
Elisha himself: to foreshadow  
the one to come. 

Elisha does just as Jesus 
would; revealing what can be 
done in the power of God to 
help those in need around 
him. We may not be able to 
do what Elisha did, but we 
can still reveal the love of 
God as we help those in 
need. 

Our Psalm draws on this 
theme in praise. Verse 10 
leads us into praise of God 
solely based on the glory of 
God and his kingdom. To be 
lost in adoration in this way 
is perhaps worship in its 
purest form. No dependance 
on or assessment of what 
God has done, just who God 
is. This praise includes the 
recognition that God 
provides enough for the 
whole of creation and that 
God is one who lifts up the 
fallen. Praise God! 

Paul seems to begin in a 
similar place to our psalmist - 
praising God in his glory. It is 
in this place of praise and 
deep connection, that Paul 
prays for the church. His 

prayer isn’t a list of practical 
needs, but for strength of 
relationship and deepening 
of the Spirit’s indwelling. Paul 
knows that everything else 
will flow from this. The more 
we know of God’s love, the 
more we are able to grasp 
God’s great riches, the more 
we look to God in all 
situations, the more we will 
see God do incredible 
things; more than we ask or 
imagine. 

This is exactly what we see in 
Jesus: more than we ask or 
imagine. The passage begins 
where we often find 
ourselves: feeling helpless at 
the size of the task! Giving 
the little they have to Jesus 
brings incredible results and 
all are fed - just as with 
Elisha, but more! 

The way Jesus breaks bread 
and gives thanks is a clear 
look ahead to another meal, 
a reminder of how God will 
provide for all people 
everywhere through his Son. 

Then there is just the small 
matter of walking on 
water…. both of these 
miracles rather suggest that 
God may be found right in 
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the middle of the seemingly 
impossible! 

On-Line Worship

Sunday Worship will be led 
by Andy Hall and will be live 
streamed from church on 
Sunday Morning at 10.30: 

youtu.be/2rTL-J0T46w 

Music Group

On the theme of faith, and 
from different centuries, 
firstly ‘Lord, I trust thee’ by 
Handel (with the choir of St 
Ninian's Cathedral, Perth, 
Scotland) youtube.com/
watch?v=5V13UMdCVVA 
and “Walk on water” by 
Elevation Rhythm 
youtube.com/watch?
v=K-3Y6oZDEvA (and there 
is a dance to go with this 
one).  The words of both are 
on screen. 

Bumper Edition 1st Aug

Anything for next week, 
please send to Martin Casey! 

Prayer With Saz

Amidah Part 5 

SERVICE OF GOD  

Be pleased, Lord our God, 
with Your people Israel and 
with their prayers. Restore 
the service to the inner 
sanctuary of Your Temple, 
and the fire-offerings of 
Israel and their prayers may 
You lovingly receive with 

pleasure. May the service of 
Your people Israel always be 
acceptable to You. And let 
our eyes behold Your 
merciful return to Zion. 
Blessed are You, Lord, who 
restores His Presence to 
Zion. 

THANKSGIVING  

We give thanks to You, for 
You are the Lord our God 
and the God of our fathers 
forever and ever. Through 
every generation You have 
been the rock of our lives, 
the shield of our salvation. 
We will thank You and 

After Church Zoom 
Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday 
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with 
everyone after church! 

us02web.zoom.us/j/85934714429Photo by Rumman Amin 
on Unsplash

-  G o d ’ s  C r e a t i o n  -
Maybe you wonder what good we can do in our small 
gardens - well, I read recently that the total area of all our 
gardens exceeds the area of all our nature reserves put 
together.  If we do our bit it will really help!  Bug hotels are a 
great idea if you have a corner, they can be all shapes and 
sizes to suit the space available.  An internet search will reveal 
a range of suggestions (but ignore the adverts for hotels in 
the town of Bug, Belarus!).  The photo is of a larger than 
average bug hotel in Basildon Park (National Trust).

https://youtu.be/2rTL-J0T46w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5V13UMdCVVA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5V13UMdCVVA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-3Y6oZDEvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-3Y6oZDEvA
https://unsplash.com/@rumanamin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/tea-and-biscuit?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85934714429


declare Your praise, for our 
lives that are in Your hands, 
for our souls that are 

entrusted to You, for Your 
miracles that are daily with 
us, and for Your wonders and 

Your favours that are with us 
at all times, evening, 
morning and noon. 
Beneficent One, Your 
mercies never fail. Merciful 
One, Your kindnesses never 
cease. We have always 
placed our hope in You. 

For all these acts may Your 
name be blessed and 
exalted continually, our King, 
forever and ever. Let every 
living thing give thanks to 
You and praise Your name in 
truth, God, our salvation and 
our help. Blessed are You, 
Lord, whose Name is the 
Beneficent One, and to 
whom it is fitting to give 
thanks. 

PEACE 

Grant peace, goodness and 
blessing, grace and kindness 
and mercy, to us and to all 
Israel Your people. Bless us, 
our Father, one and all, with 
the light of Your face. For by 
the light of Your face you 
have given us, Lord our God, 
a Torah of life and love of 
kindness, charity, blessing, 
mercy, life and peace. May it 
please You to bless Your 
people Israel at all times and 
in every hour with Your 
peace. Blessed are You, 
Lord, who blesses His people 
Israel with peace. 

“May the words of my mouth 
and the meditation of my 
heart find favour before You, 
Lord, my Stronghold and my 
Redeemer” (Psalm 19:15).

A Tudor Garden 
A visit to Kew Gardens (just before this recent hot sunny 

weather). Photos show the Palm House, Orangery and many 
colourful borders.
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