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I confess that I was 
beginning to get a little 
excited about singing last 

week. I even asked what 
hymn we should sing first as 
a congregation when we are 
allowed? (Great is thy 
faithfulness is the current 
front runner…) It seemed like 
at a certain date we’d be 
good to go! The difficult 
discussion since seems to be 
about whose voice do we 
listen to? Whose opinion do 
we take most seriously? The 
political voice? The scientific 
or medical voice? Voices of 
those struggling with their 
mental health or serious 
illness? How about our 
teachers?  

Please do pray earnestly for 
our government; whether 
you agree with them or not, 
they will be the ones that 
make the decision that 
defines how we live and 
indeed whether we can sing! 

This week’s readings: 
• Amos 7.7-15 
• Psalm 85.8-13 
• Ephesians 1.3-14 
• Mark 6.14-29 

Our reading from Amos puts 
a quite different perspective 
on things: God’s plumb line. 
That device that enables 
builders to get walls built 
straight and tall, something 
to measure our work against. 

Amos would ask the same 
question that I’ve just posed: 
who do we listen to? Amos 
was ‘just’ a shepherd, but 
then God sent him to 
prophesy to Israel, to be 
God’s plumb line, God’s 
voice for a nation that was 
no longer able to build the 
wall straight and tall, but 
being influenced in all kinds 
of directions. 

The Psalmist is clear: “I will 
listen to what God the Lord 
says…” knowing that in God 
salvation is found, that love 
and faithfulness work 
together for God’s glory! 

This isn’t just a spiritual ideal, 
but a deep understanding 
that God can be relied upon 
in all aspects of our lives. 

Then comes Ephesians and 
I’m not going to lie, you’ll 
need to read it through three 
or four times before any of it 
even begins to sink in! There 
are some words in there that 
throw us off track quite early 
on - predestination being the  
principal.  

All I have room to say about 
this passage, is that it is 
described as ‘poetic rhetoric’ 
and not concise theology; it’s 
an opening speech full of 
praise. The big themes used 
describe God as one who 
has the whole cosmos in his 
hands and is leading all 
things towards full unity, 
both heaven and earth! All 
this is in and through Christ 
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and includes us, his followers 
filled with the Holy Spirit. It is 
quite a speech! 

Returning from a cosmic 
perspective with a bump we 
read next about the death of 
John the Baptist. Another 
plumb line for God’s people 
you might say. To some 
extent Herod liked having 
John around - perhaps he 
heard something of the word 
of God? Sadly his pride got 
him into a very tight spot 
and unwilling to look bad, he 
chose John’s death over his 
reputation. A desperate 
scene that provides stark 
warning for what may come 
of Jesus as a prophet 
speaking out against morally 
corrupt leadership. 

On-Line Worship

Sunday Worship will be led 
by Adrian Thomas and will 
be live streamed from church 
on Sunday Morning at 10.30: 

youtu.be/vuLUxS4Ye2E 

Music Group

I looked at Malcolm Archer's 
arrangement of 'On Jordan's 

bank' to fit with the reading 
from Mark 6, but then found 
"Fight the good fight" by 
John Gardner (1917-2011) - 
the hymn words we know but 
to a new energetic 
arrangement.  Here sung by 
St. Bartholomew's Choir (in 

New York), with Paolo 
Bordignon as organist and 
choirmaster.  (The words are 
further down the YouTube 
page.)  

youtube.com/watch?
v=GVJ9itvB9qU 

Prayer With Saz

Amidah Part 3 

INGATHERING OF THE EXILES: 
Sound the great horn for our 
freedom, raise the banner to 
gather our exiles, and gather 

After Church Zoom 
Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday 
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with 
everyone after church! 

us02web.zoom.us/j/82997140539Photo by Rumman Amin 
on Unsplash

-  G o d ’ s  C r e a t i o n  -
Maybe you all know your Small Tortoiseshells from your Red 
Admirals, but here they are, both spotted at Upton Country 
Park this week.  The Red Admiral sunning itself on a path, the 
Small Tortoiseshell on the luxury of a stinging nettle leaf!  
Both are in the 'Least Concern' category, but sadly there are 
others in peril; a butterfly house in a shady spot may help 
your local ones.
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us from the four corners of 
the earth. Blessed are You, 
Lord, who gathers the 
dispersed of His people 
Israel. 

JUSTICE: Restore our judges 
as in former times, and our 
counselors as at the 
beginning, and remove from 
us sorrow and sighing. Reign 
over us, You alone Lord, with 
kindness and compassion, 
and clear us in judgment. 
Blessed are You, Lord, the 
King who loves 
righteousness and justice. 

THE WICKED: For the 
slanderers let there be no 
hope, and let all wickedness 
perish in an instant, and may 
all Your enemies quickly be 
cut down. And the arrogant 
may You soon uproot, crush, 
cast down and humble, soon 
in our day! Blessed are You, 
Lord, who smashes enemies 
and humbles the arrogant. 

THE RIGHTEOUS: May your 
compassion be stirred, Lord 
our God, towards the 
righteous, the pious, the 
elders of your people the 
house of Israel, the remnant 
of their scholars, the 
righteous proselytes, and 
also towards us. Grant a 
good reward to all who truly 
trust in Your name. Grant our 
portion with them forever so 
that we may never be put to 
shame, for in You we trust. 
Blessed are You, Lord, the 
support and trust of the 
righteous. 

A Tudor Garden 
A wide variety of Peonies including Shirley Temple, Mother's 

Choice and Alexander Dr. Fleming in the Upper border at 
Quarry Bank Mill 
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