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I

had put the TV on, and
watched a bit of the
opening half of the match
on Tuesday, but I was only
half interested. I happened
to be upstairs during the first
goal and oh my did I know
that England had scored. I’ve
never heard a whole
neighbourhood cheering at
once, but it’s pretty loud and
quite something to hear.
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Whether you are a fully
signed up football fan or you
were much more interested
in Mark Cavendish’s huge
win at the Tour on the same
day, you will have had to
shut all the windows and
doors and possibly put some
music on to have missed
what happened on Tuesday.
Interestingly our readings
make a similar point about
the presence of prophets
and of Jesus…

amongst his stubborn and
rebellious people. What a
calling! Ezekiel takes this
mission on fully aware that
there is a high chance noone will listen or respond,
but God is clear that
everyone will know that a
prophet has been among
them.

This week’s readings:
• Ezekiel 2.1-5
• Psalm 123
• 2 Corinthians 12.2-10
• Mark 6.1-13

Would we be prepared to
follow God’s calling into unwelcoming places? Or are
we rebellious and stubborn
like God’s people?

 


It begins with Ezekiel’s
calling. God fills him with his
Spirit and sends him

Psalm 123 is the prayer of
someone suffering, probably
through poverty. This makes
the opening verses feel quite
controversial - appealing to
to God with images of
slavery. The thought behind
this image though is one of a
slightly idealised relationship
between servant and master,
where the servant feels safe,
loved and respected. The
psalmist lifts their eyes to
God enthroned in Heaven
and comes to the king who is
full of mercy. The knowledge
of God’s mercy enables the
psalmist to look to God with
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Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with
everyone after church!
us02web.zoom.us/j/85922341626

on Unsplash

expectation and love, just as
it does for all of us.

dependancy on God as
Jesus sends out his disciples.

Paul in some sense continues
this theme of service to God.
He talks briefly of a friends
spiritual experience, citing it
as something worth boasting
about. He is willing to do this
(one imagines as a form of
encouragement) but he
refuses to boast of his own
credentials and
achievements, not wanting
to distract in any way from
God’s power working in and
through him.

Interestingly our story begins
with Jesus in his home town
struggle to work as he would
usually (only a couple of
healings!!) Even Jesus is
effected by the response of
others. Then he sends out
the twelve instructing them
to take nothing with them for
the journey; this would all be

One commentator describes
Christ as the ‘hallmark of
God’s power’ as he suffered
the ‘ultimate helplessness in
his crucifixion’ and God’s
power was seen so clearly in
his resurrection.
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Our Gospel reading puts a
very practical spin on our

Let us not being derailed by
any lack of response or
negativity, but instead
journey in on in the sending
encouragement of Christ,
knowing our weakness may
well lead to seeing God’s
power at work!

On-Line Worshi
Sunday Worship will be led
by Andy and will be live
streamed from church on
Sunday Morning at 10.30:
youtu.be/bzuZF_IT7cY

- God’s Creation
I heard this the other day: “The natural world is what sustains
us and not just something to observe; it is something we
interact with in a way that enables us to live.” (Nick Tizard of
‘Tinkers Bubble’). For Nick, this was a literal statement, from
someone living in one of the UK’s oldest off-grid communities
who farms and harvests the land to feed his family.
How do we see it? Yes, we know that the earth sustains us –
providing the food we eat and the water we drink, even if not
by our own hand - although we may enjoy the fruits of our
gardening. Perhaps that literal connectedness is missing –
indeed maybe it is something we instinctively miss! (After all
we have been farmers for 600 generations, and factory
workers for only 6.)
It is immediately apparent that you need to look after the land
if it directly provides your food. For us the challenge is how to
redevelop that connectedness, and beyond interacting to
protecting. Enjoying the observing is a wonderful place to
start, but not to end.
For pondering, if you are so minded.
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Paul is not saying that we
should not use our gifts, or
work with our strengths, but
it just may be that in our
times and places of
weakness, it is then that we
are more reliant on God and
God’s strength is most
visible.

about the work of God and
just with Ezekiel, some would
respond and others not!

Music Grou
After our reading from Mark,
describing when Jesus sends
the disciples out, here is
John Rutter’s anthem “Go
forth into the world in
peace”. In the current
circumstance ‘going forth
into the world’ has an
additional meaning, which
also needs prayerful
consideration for ourselves
and for others. Sung by the
Cambridge Singers,
conducted by John Rutter
youtube.com/watch?
v=apmY6aaOiTw

Prayer With Sa
Amidah Part 2
REPENTANCE: Bring us
back, our Father, to your
Instruction. Draw us near, our
King, to Your service. Bring
us back to You in perfect
repentance. Blessed are You,
Lord, who delights in
repentance.
FORGIVENESS: Forgive us,
our Father, for we have
sinned. Pardon us, our King,
for we have transgressed.
For You pardon and forgive.
Blessed are You, Lord, who is
gracious and always forgives.
REDEMPTION: Look upon
our affliction and plead our
cause, and redeem us
speedily for Your name's
sake, for You are a mighty

redeemer. Blessed are You,
Lord, the Redeemer of Israel.
HEALTH: Heal us, Lord, and
we shall be healed, save us
and we shall be saved, for
You are our praise. Grant full
recovery for all of our
ailments. For You, almighty
King, are a faithful and
merciful healer. Blessed are
You, Lord, Healer of the sick
of His people Israel.

Minute for

MISSION: Child of Hope
Child of Hope works in the Namatala slum near Mbale,
Uganda where they have built a nursery/primary school and
secondary school. Up to 30,000 people live there, many are
internally displaced people from the north. Around half the
population is school age but poverty prevents most of them
going to school.
The lockdown restrictions have seriously affected slum
families that were already living on the breadline. This is
happening in a place where Covid is preventing many
people from working but where there is no welfare or
financial support for them.
So, they are launching their third emergency appeal to feed
hungry families over the next few months – by which time
the majority may be in a better position to earn money
themselves after the eventual lifting of Covid-19 restrictions.
Since April 2020 when Coronavirus restrictions were put in
force in Uganda, Child of Hope has raised almost £70,000
to help hungry families. Now, they aim to continue
providing regular food, hygiene products, masks and
medical supplies to the families of our school pupils, plus
other badly hit families in the slum.
In 2020 Child of Hope produced a short video of pupils
from their primary/nursery school in Uganda telling us what
life is like in the Namatala slum during Covid-19.
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https://youtu.be/md5KJKvW9FY
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PROSPERITY: Bless this year
for us, Lord our God, with all
its varieties of produce, for
our welfare. Bestow (in
winter: dew and rain for) a
blessing upon the face of the
earth and satisfy us from its
goodness, and bless our year
like the best of years.
Blessed are You, Lord, who
blesses the years.

Ian McDonald

