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W

elcome to issue
number 63 of

Postal Church,
with our weekly worship link
and news. We wish our
minister Andy and family a
well-earned break this halfterm holiday.

This week’s readings:
• Genesis 3 v.8-15
• Psalm 130
• 2 Corinthians 4 v.13 5 v.1
• Mark 3 v.20-35
Thinking about the Gospel
reading, there seem to be
several lines to follow. I
recently saw an article about
Warren Buffett, and his
approach to life. (He, who on
hearing the word ‘prophet’
might think a different
meaning, being the world’s
7th richest man.) One of his
four maxims was ‘choose
your friends wisely’. Jesus’
choices seemed to be the
cause of concern to his family
– the background being, of
course, that he had left
behind the security and
safety net of the family life
and business to follow the
path of an itinerant preacher,

seemingly indifferent to the
current norms – and indeed

The apparent snub to the
family in verses 33-35 may or

confrontational in approach.
The friends he had seemed
an unusual group, not quite
the homogeneous,
supporting friends the family
wanted for him – and getting
into all sorts of scrapes
together. Did Jesus choose
his friends wisely? The

may not be this – was Jesus
making his way to the door
to see them as he spoke the
words ‘who are my brothers
and sisters’? Was Jesus
making use of his
surroundings and everyday
life to make a spiritual point,
as he did in so many of his

history of the early church
would say ‘yes’. Including
Judas? Well I think that that
is another piece in itself.

parables? The discussion
isn’t recorded, the outcome
is clear; Jesus’ ministry
continued and also involved

The ‘experts in the law’ are
described as creating a fake
narrative about the works of
Jesus – aren’t we familiar with
that line of attack these days
– is nothing new? Whether
their motivation is the selfish
maintenance of their
positions or genuine fervour
for their religion is not the
issue, Jesus roundly exposes
their criticism as
demonstrating a
fundamental blindness of
spirit, without which
forgiveness is not possible.
Jesus needed to address
both these conflicts – one
from the best of motives and
one from maybe the worst.

members of his family.
Another of Warren Buffett’s
maxims is apparently ‘go to
bed wiser’ – a reference to
his prolific reading. But
perhaps this is also one for
us all, to continue to think
and learn about our faith, our
world and our role within it.

Martin Casey

Gathered and Online

Worship
This Sunday’s service is led by
Rev. Robert McBain.
The service will be live-streamed
from church from 10.30 a.m. and
available thereafter. The link is:
https://youtu.be/SdetICzvGVg

A Tudor Garden
The bright clear colours of Azalea and Rhododendrons at this time of the year, heralding that
summer is here.
[Thank you, Margaret!]

Music Group
Psalm 130 – “A song of
ascents” – is set to music by
John Rutter in his Requiem.
This theme is also taken up
in the hymn by Martin Luther
‘Out of the depths I cry to
thee’ (Rejoice & Sing 331)
which we will hear in this
Sunday’s service.

Out of the depths I cry to
you, Lord; Lord, hear my
voice. Let your ears be
attentive to my cry for mercy.
Ps 130 v.1-2
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=JoOPG4eloPs
Sung by the Cambridge
Singers, directed by John
Rutter, with Sebastien van
Kuijk as the cello soloist.

For our Prayers
Lord, may nothing separate me from you today and forever.
- Teach me to choose only your way so each step will lead me
closer to you;
- Help me to walk by your word and not my emotions;
- Help me to keep my heart and soul pure and undivided;
- Protect and guard me from my own careless thoughts,
words, and actions;
- Keep me from being distracted by my needs from how
things should be;
- Help me to embrace what comes my way as an opportunity
rather than a personal inconvenience;
- Help me to relax in the truth of Psalm 86 v13 'Great is your
love towards me'.
You already see the ways I will fall short and mess up. But now,
I consciously turn to you, allowing your love for me into the
deepest part of my heart and soul. I recognise your love for me
is not based on my performance.
Let us say Amen.

Saz

God’s Creation

planet. It is our life source, supporting
humanity’s sustenance and that of every other
organism on earth. This is a chance to reflect
on that importance – the oceans need and
deserve our care.
Get in touch
Andy, our minister, can be reached on
01202 698638 or minister@broadstoneurc.org

Tuesday 8th June 2021 is
United Nations World
Oceans Day, part of a month

After Church Zoom

of activities involving many

Follow this link at 11.30 a.m. on Sunday
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with
everyone after church!

organisations from the UN

downward. This year’s theme
is ‘The Ocean: Life and
Livelihoods’. The ocean
covers over 70% of the

Photo by Rumman
Amin on Unsplash

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71431020143?p
wd=TklGMUR3UXFnTENpQm9ZM1JKRnB3
dz09

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s quiz will be back next week and then fortnightly

– thank you for all the entertainment you have provided!

