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hy Kingdom Come
has begun this week!
I’ve mentioned this
initiative a few times in
worship and here in Postal
Church, but I really
encourage you to have a
look over their resources and
consider making some time
each day between Ascension
Day (13th May) and
Pentecost (23rd May) to pray
that one line of the Lord’s
Prayer: Thy Kingdom Come.
Seeking God’s transforming
presence in our world and
praying specifically that our
friends, families and
neighbours might take
another step in a life with
Christ.
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criteria (they need to have
been with us all the way) and
vast amounts of prayer. The
lots really only came out here
when two equally good
choices were available.
What this also shows us is
that the apostles knew that
their decisions matter to
God and that he will guide
and reveal his choices to us
and through us.

This week’s readings:
• Acts 1.15-17,21-26
• Psalm 1
• 1 John 5.9-13
• John 17.6-19

I wonder if Psalm 1 was read
during Matthias selection
process? What kind of
person are we looking for?
One whose delight is in the
law of the Lord, who spends
time seeking to understand
God’s will. This person will
yield fruit in season;
something we all should
strive for, linking back in to
our Gospel readings of the
last few weeks! Is a new
season about to be upon us?

Our passage from Acts 1 is
essentially an Elders election!
It always amazes me that the
Apostles would prayerfully
use things like casting lots to
seek out God’s will, but it is
an ancient Jewish tradition
and, most importantly, was
accompanied by strict

One of my commentaries
talks about the 1 John
passage as “one of the
letters most tangled patches,
presenting a challenge for
any interpreter to find a
footing” and the lectionary
seems to agree, missing out
the most complex verses: 6 8! Where this passage leads

me is to the centrality of
Christ. God has revealed
himself to us in Jesus and
through Jesus life, death and
resurrection, blessed us with
eternal life. 1 John calls us
never to loose sight of the
core message which we are
asked to share: Jesus.
Lastly our Gospel passage
and the first thing to say
about this passage is that it
is a prayer! We are in the
privileged place of
overhearing Jesus prayer to
his Father on the eve of his
death. This prayer is heavily
linked to Jesus death as he
asks to be glorified in his
hour.
Our section for today sees
Jesus looking back on what
he’s done and looking
forward to the life of the
church.
Jesus sums up his work as
’revealing the Father’. This
goes much deeper than
being told about something,
Jesus included his disciples
in his ministry and even in his
relationship with his Father.
Jesus prayer here also goes
well beyond his small group,
his prayer is for all disciples,
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all followers now and into
the future; we can identify
ourselves as ones for whom
Jesus prays!

There is something here
about Jesus seeking for us to
remain in God’s ways, just as
Jesus kept his disciples on
track, he prays that God
would keep us all on his
path.

His prayer continues as he
seeks God’s protection for
the church in God’s name.
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There are a few very churchy
words in this passage worth
clarifying: ‘the world’ and
‘sanctify’. When Jesus refers
to being ‘of the world’ he
doesn’t mean that we no
longer live in a normal
community, because we do,
he is really referring to that
part of the world that is
distant from God, or even
stands against.
In this passage ‘sanctify’ is
talking about being set a
part for a purpose. Jesus
purpose being fulfilled on
the cross, ours being to
continue Jesus work on earth
as we are caught up in a
renewed relationship with
God and God’s purposes.

On-Line Worshi
Sunday Worship will be led
by Andy and will be live
streamed from church on
Sunday Morning at 10.30:
youtu.be/AwNqYlt4QsE

Music Grou
'Let all the world in every
corner sing' - that great
hymn of praise written by
George Herbert (1593-1633),
sung in the exuberant
arrangement by Ralph
Vaughan Williams, by the
choir of King’s College,
Cambridge.
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youtube.com/watch?
v=v7qh9ZMhj-o

Communion Offering

Prayer With Sa

Christian Aid is the
communion offering for
May. Donations can be
made the usual ways with
cheques made payable to
Broadstone URC. The
money will be sent early in
June.

God of our Fathers,
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
God of our Mothers, Rachel,
Sarah, Rebekah and Leah
God of generations,
Keeper of rich history,
traditions and customs,
Hand of guidance and love,

All other communions are
still open and a cheque for
one or more can be sent with
instructions as to how the
money is allocated.

We are blessed by your
wisdom, knowledge and
purpose, Your work to bind
us to our treasured heritage,
Your dedication to peace
and unity in our homes
And joy and excitement in
our lives.

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s

Quick Quiz!
This week's quiz is about
islands.
Can you work out their
names from the clue; they
are all in the UK.
1. Morse’s sidekick
2. Think it over while you
spice some wine.
3. It's not starboard.
4. Where you might find a
coconut shy.
5. As the saying goes you
should find brass here.
6. Did the French land here
on Monday?
7. You might find Cowes
here.
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8. Lady ducks would be
most welcome here.

You remind us to open our
hearts to our brothers and
sisters, Fathers and mothers,
Daughters and sons.
You remind us to honour and
cherish cousins of cousins of
cousins, And to live together,
in harmony,
By God's holy word and
commandments.
God of motherly wisdom,
love and grace,
Bless our family with health
and prosperity
And our matriarch with
vision, endurance and hope.
May their devotion inspire us
to live by our highest ideals
and dreams,
Guided by your word.
Bless our lives with
enjoyment and laughter
And our days with purpose
and hope,

So that we bring radiance
and splendour to our family,
friends, and strangers
And to the world.
Blessed are You, God of our
Ancestors. Let us say Amen

Traidcraft Exchange
Appeal: Laily’s Story
Meet Laily. She’s lived in
Rajibpur, Bangladesh all her
life. Growing up, life was
dictated by the seasons and
rice harvests. The rains fell
regularly, and the short dry
season allowed the land to
rest. But climate change
means the region’s once
predictable weather is now
erratic, and harvests have
suffered. Increasing floods
have swept away her crops
and she has lost her house
four times to devastating
flooding. Unpredictable
rains, a longer dry season
and the destruction of forest
mean farming in her
community barely turns a
profit. She worries that
things are changing more
rapidly.
She told us “I have never
seen so many floods in my
life. This time the floods
lasted for the longest time of
all the floods we’ve had in
the last 20 years and all our
crops were submerged.
There has been excessive
rainfall this year causing the
floods to last for a longer
time. There had never been

- God’s Creation
“Apocalypse Got You Down? Maybe This Will Help” was
the headline of an article in the New York Times,
mentioned in a recent webinar on ‘Responding to climate
grief in the church’ by ‘A Rocha UK’, the charity the church
follows. How do we react when our ‘green to-do list’ gets
ever longer without evident effect for what we do
achieve? Every action ticked is important and necessary,
but nothing seems sufficient.
To quote snippets from an article by Caroline Hickman, a
lecturer at the University of Bath in social work and climate
psychology, there is a growing awareness of the impact on
mental health of the distress, confusion and anxiety that
goes with our increased awareness of the climate and biodiversity crisis. Anxiety, of itself, is a healthy response to
crisis, and a spur to us to act; we need to convert it to
empathy, ecological understanding, determination and
action. If you feel this anxiety, you are not alone, share
your concerns with others, your Elder or Andy.
and long flood, we could not
bring any crop to the house
from the field. All the crops
were ruined. Paddy, rice, all
kinds of pulses and
vegetables were all
submerged. Every year, the
winter temperatures are
changing extremely at an
unprecedented rate. It is

But Laily isn’t helpless in the
face of the climate crisis. She
has a plan - to work with her
community and take action
to combat the impact of
climate change. In fact, they
have already begun to take
small but vital steps All they
need is a helping hand to
get started – though training
in conservation skills,
irrigation and anti-flooding
techniques, and the support
to come together in groups
which can demand change
and take collective action.
By donating to the
Regenerators Appeal, until
the 7th June 2021, the UK
government will double your
gift to help the most
vulnerable stand strong in
the face of climate change.
Donations here:
traidcraftexchange.org/
regenerators
or by calling 0191 497 6445.

8. Drake's Island (in
Plymouth Sound)
7. Wight,
5. Muck, 6. Lundy
3. Portsea, 4. Fair
1. Lewis, 2. Mull
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Answers

so many droughts before
either as well as so much
rain. It is so hot and sunny
that we can’t even go out of
the house or stay longer
outside. When it is supposed
to rain it is not raining, but
when it is not supposed to
rain, it is raining excessively.
This time due to an untimely

very cold in the winter and
very hot in summer.”

