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Jesus never really went 
in for commands, rules 
and laws. He spent a 

good deal of his time in hot 
debate with those whose 
main focus was keeping the 
purity of the people through 
law and regulation. There 
was however one thing he 
did command: Love each 
other as I have loved you. It 
seems so simple, but we all 
know the reality of this 
challenge, especially if you 
apply it to global relations! 

This week is Christian Aid 
Week; and so a reminder to 
support this charity in its 
incredible work. Ian and Gill 
are also encouraging us to 
support Traidcraft in their 
Regenerators Appeal as any 
donations are double by the 
government at the moment! 
Please give what you can. 

This week’s readings: 
• Acts 10.44-48 
• Psalm 98 
• 1 John 5.1-6 
• John 15.9-17 

We continue our journey in 
Acts seeing the incredible 
acts of the Spirit through the 
people of God. In this short 

passage we see the 
astonishment of the 
‘circumcised believers’ as the 
gift of the Spirit is poured 
out even on Gentiles! 

We might think we’re 
beyond being astonished at 
what God might do and who 
he might bless, but I wonder 
if (like me) your imagination 
limits who God might reach? 
The friends you don’t think 
will ever be interested in 
church or religion? 

Thy Kingdom Come is an 
initiative running from 13th - 
23rd May encouraging us to 
pray for friends, family and 
just about everyone (though 

it’s worth focussing our 
prayers a little more!) 
specifically that they might 
come to know the love of 
Christ; the greatest gift and 
blessing of all. Thoroughly 
worth checking out: 

thykingdomcome.global 

Psalm 98 is full of praise and 
might make us feel a little 
sad: How can we sing new 
songs, when we’re not 
allowed to get together and 
sing?! Whilst undoubtedly 
this Psalm was talking about 
the joy of music and worship,  
the song of our life can also 
be about our core beliefs, 
actions and the strength of 
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The climate crisis robs Rose of what  
she needs to survive: a reliable source  
of water.   

Together we can help ensure people like 
Rose have the water they need to live.

Give and pray with us this Christian Aid Week.

‘I pray to 
God that 
the rainfall 
will become 
normal’ 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global
https://unsplash.com/@pisitheng?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/easter-tomb?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


our love. It’s difficult for our 
life to be a song of joy at all 
times, but God loves us and 
is faithful, there is plenty to 
be joyful about even in the 
worst of times. 

1 Johns focus on what it is to 
follow the commands of 
Jesus are very much 
focussed around belief; that 
being the most important 
aspect of our faith. This will 
of course be fully reflected in 
our actions, but to love God 

and believe in Jesus as the 
Son of God. 

Lastly our Gospel reading 
follows directly on from last 
weeks about the Vine, so the 
theme of ‘remaining in God’ 
keeps flowing. What we do 
get is a development of what 
that fruit looks like: love one 
another as I have loved you. 
Loving as Christ loved will 
never be easy and may ask a 
lot of us - potentially our 
lives, but with that love 

comes the friendship of 
Jesus himself.  

On-Line Worship

Sunday Worship will be led 
by Andy and will be live 
streamed from church on 
Sunday Morning at 10.30: 

youtu.be/LOdFY3v9lxg 

Both Blandford and 
Broadstone Churches will be 
re-opening on the 23rd May 
for Pentecost. The usual 
restrictions will apply 

If you are intending to come 
to Broadstone you will need 
to book your place with 
Janet in the week before. 
The service will continue to 
be live streamed for those 
remaining at home! 

After Church Zoom 
Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday 
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with 
everyone after church! 
us02web.zoom.us/j/81426141400 Photo by Rumman Amin 

on Unsplash

A Tudor Garden 
Snakeshead Fritillary in the garden and a larger number on a local river bank including the 
white variety. They grow from bulbs and are part of the lily family. By coincidence these rare 
plants were featured in Countryfile last Sunday, 2nd May if you would like to find out more 
about them.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81426141400
https://youtu.be/LOdFY3v9lxg
https://unsplash.com/@rumanamin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/tea-and-biscuit?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Music Group

"I am with you always, even 
to the end of the world" is a 
newer (2009) anthem by 
John Rutter, here sung by 
The Cambridge Singers, with 
familiar text based on 
Matthew 28 v.20  

youtube.com/watch?
v=ZQiQbFCwzjk  

Prayer With Saz

Sovereign of all and blessed 
be God’s great name in the 
world which God built, 
according to his mighty plan. 
May God’s reverence be 
revealed in the days of our 
lifetime and the life of all 
Israel — now and forever. 
Blessed be God’s great 
name to all eternity. 

You are blessed, you are 
praised, you are honoured, 
you are exalted, you are 
extolled, you are glorified, 
you are adored, and you are 
lauded by your children, the 
people of God be the name 
of the Holy Blessed One, the 
Source of all things beyond 
all earthly words and songs 
of blessing, praise, and 
comfort. 

May there be everlasting 
peace from your house, and 
life, for us and all Israel 

May the One who creates 
harmony on high, bring 
peace to us and to all Israel. 

And let us say Amen 

Calling all Cyclists 🚴

The 2021 Macmillan Bike 
Ride should go ahead on 
July 4th if all goes to plan. 
Tim Meachin, Ian and Paul 
McDonald and I are all 
hoping to take part and will 
be welcoming sponsors 
back! 

Please contact me if you 
would like to join in either as 
a rider or volunteer.  

I will send out a list of riders 
in a few weeks with contact 
details for any potential 
sponsors. Let’s hope 
lockdown eases as planned 
and the Ride can go ahead. 

Janet Shortland  

Youth and Children

If you have a heart for the 
future of work with children 
and young people, then 
please come to our On-Line 
Zoom meeting on 12th May 
at 7.30pm. We will be 
gathering together 
reflections on all that has 
been done in the past, and 
share ideas about 
possibilities and focus for the 
way ahead! 

us02web.zoom.us/j/
84112451855 

Everyone is welcome, but If 
you are unable to attend the 
meeting, Gill would be 
happy to hear from you 
directly - give her a call! 

Issa’s Story

In Issa’s village they don’t ask 
‘is climate change real?’. 
They ask ‘how will I feed my 
family now that the floods 
have destroyed my farm?’  
As he explains, it wasn’t 
always like this. “In my time 
when I was growing up, 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
Name the brand!  

Here are some cryptic clues 
for branded cleaning/
surface treatment products. 

See how many you can get. 

1. Dutch soccer stars and 
Greek Hero.  

2. New Zealander with 
shiny shoes? 

3. What you will have in 
your cooker after using this 

4. What you could do on 
the internet... or at 
Newquay 

5. As its name implies, 
makes stains disappear.  

6. Photographer’s quick 
lighting 

7. Successful Ark searcher 

8. Living at the bottom of 
the garden? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQiQbFCwzjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQiQbFCwzjk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84112451855
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84112451855


these changes had not 
happened. Back then the 
seasons went through 
without any problem. People 
here knew exactly what to do 
because the weather was 
stable.”  

But the certainty of his 
childhood is long gone. 
Climate change means that 
the coastal region’s once 
predictable weather is now 
erratic, and harvests have 
suffered. A cycle of floods 
and droughts mean farming 
in his community barely turns 
a profit.  

“The last rainy season, there 
was a lot of water and the 
river flooded. Some of the 
villagers lost their animals 
and their houses were 
destroyed - we had to find a 
boat to rescue them.” 

But Issa is part of the 
Regenerators project – 
groups of people in some of 
the world’s most vulnerable 
communities who have plans 
to tackle the climate crisis 

face on and help build a 
better, greener world where 
everyone, no matter where 
they were born, can earn a 
decent living from their hard 
work.  

By investing in climate smart 
technology, like solar panels 
and irrigation systems, 
alongside planting trees to 
restore soils and biodiversity, 
and growing new, resilient 
crops, those on the frontline 
of the climate crisis like Issa 
can protect their homes and 
incomes.  

“For my kids, when they 
reach an age when they can 
understand, I will advise 
them to be able to use 
things like irrigation and 
solar. This could be their 
rescue as in this place we all 
depend on agriculture, so if 

they do this it will bring them 
more income and 
development.” 

Protecting forests and 
planting new trees will 
regenerate soils and stop 
erosion, mitigating the worst 
impacts of flooding. Growing 
new varieties of crops, better 
suited to surviving erratic 
weather, will help 
communities to earn a 
decent income and grow 
enough to eat and sell 
whatever the climate throws 
at them. 

By donating to the 
Regenerators Appeal, until 
the 7th June 2021, the UK 
government will double your 
gift to help the most 
vulnerable stand strong in 
the face of climate change.  

Donations can be made 
online at: 
www.traidcraftexchange.org/
regenerators  

or by calling 0191 497 6445. 

Ian and Gill McDonald

Answers  1. Ajax, 2.Kiwi [shoe polish]  3. Oven Pride  4. Surf. 5. Vanish. 6. Flash. 7. Dove. 8. Fairy
-  G o d ’ s  C r e a t i o n  -

Spot the Grey Heron!  The characteristic long legs and 
long beak, black, white and grey colouring make it quite 
distinctive.  Although I am pleased to spot them and 
think of doing so as a rare treat, they are on the 
conservation 'green' list at the moment with some 
13,000 breeding pairs in the UK.  (Photographed by 
Dominic at Canford SANG.)

http://www.traidcraftexchange.org/regenerators
http://www.traidcraftexchange.org/regenerators
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