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argaret’s been for a
beautiful walk (see
right) and I know
that many of us enjoy getting
out and about in the
stunning Dorset countryside,
but I wonder how far you
would travel to get to
church? Would it make a
difference if when you
arrived, you were directed to
the hall or a marquee round
the back and weren’t actually
allowed in to worship with
everyone else? You’d be a
little put out I think! There
are ways that as a church I
think we could do more to
encourage all kinds of
people to feel welcome, but
the big point from our
readings today is that Jesus
seeks all people to become
disciples, to be grafted onto
the vine, even )and
especially) those who have
previously been excluded.

A Tudor Garden

A Studland walk to The Dancing Ledge with gorse and
blackthorn fully out in bloom and deer enjoying the
sunshine too. What a varied and beautiful area we live in!

This week’s readings:
• Acts 8.26-40
• Psalm 22.25-31
• 1 John 4.7-21
• John 15.1-8
Samaria, which as we know is
a place Jesus was criticised
for visiting and is the home
of his most famous character
 


Philip is on a fast paced
mission to the margins of
Israel. He’s just been through

used to inspire neighbourly
love! Now he is being
guided by Angels and the
Spirit to meet with quite a

After Church Zoom
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Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with
everyone after church!
us02web.zoom.us/j/83110927666

Christ. As the hands and feet
of Jesus, or more
appropriately, the branches
reaching out from Him, we
are needed to reveal the
Love of God to the world!

on Unsplash

special Ethiopian. We find
out that this Ethiopian is
seeking God for all he is
worth. He’s made a
considerable pilgrimage
from home to worship in
Jerusalem and would have
found himself on the margins
of that worship, not
permitted to enter by law as
he was a eunuch. He’s still
studying on his commute
home, when Philip appears!
What’s really important in
what happens next is that
the Ethiopian is able to have
someone come alongside
him in his questioning and
that someone is able to
interpret what he is reading
and through that moment to
talk about the good news of
Jesus: his gift of life for all.
That very quickly escalates to
a Baptism and then Philip
and we assume the
Ethiopian too are sent off on
their next mission!
The closing verses of Psalm
22 continue this theme of
inclusion and God’s love for
the whole earth: those who
seek the Lord will praise him.
This is just what the Eunuch

found in Jesus. His seeking
led him into praise!
1 John focusses in on the
love of God and the sharing
of the love of God with
everyone. Acts of love
should be a real marker of
Christianity and where love
is, so too we will find God’s
Spirit at work. Let’s not
misunderstand that though.
There is an easy way to love:
those we like, those we find
easy company and who
make nice cake and then
there is the love of Jesus,
who laid down his life for us
while we were still far from
God. We are to be like
Jesus, the community
shinning with the love of
Christ.
Lastly John 15: I am the true
Vine, and my Father is the
gardener. This is the last of
the I am sayings in John and
reminds us again that the
core of our faith is abiding in
Jesus. That real, flourishing
relationship with Christ. It
also reminds us that the
most important way to
sustain that relationship is
with our acts of love - the
fruit we bear as followers of

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s

Quick Quiz!
This week's quiz is on types
of maritime vessel.
To hep you, we've added
the first letter of each
answer after the cryptic
clue.
Many thanks to Paul for his
research.
1. Push your way through
(B)
2. It belongs to me, this
brush (M)
3. A boxing weight
between Light and Heavy
(C)
4. Used for making pastry
shapes (C)
5. Wet Aluminium sheeting
can be speedy (H)
6. A palindromic Inuit
vessel (K)
7. Eight pints full of energy
– maybe Spanish (G)
8. A ship of the line that
fears nothing. (D)

On-Line Worshi
Sunday Worship will be led
by Andy and will be live
streamed from church on
Sunday Morning at 10.30:
youtu.be/rXY2sQdUkhI

Music Grou
This anthem, “Christ is our
cornerstone, on him alone
we build” is written by Philip
Stopford. One time chorister
at Westminster Abbey, Philip

was organist or Director of
Music at a number of UK
cathedrals before moving to
Christ Church, Bronxville,
New York, in 2016, for one
term as Composer in
Residence – where he still is.
youtube.com/watch?
v=M99w11X1Hb8
The words and music are on
screen, the clip doesn’t say
who is singing or playing but
it is recent, so maybe the
choir at Christ Church,
Bronxville?

- God’s Creation
Anyone for seventeen commandments? I know that we
normally make do with ten, but in this instance the 17 I’m
thinking about are the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals. Maybe that sounds altogether too
bureaucratic, but perhaps as pointers they might help –
after all, goal one is “No poverty” and who could not want
that?
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More than 700 million people, or 10 per cent of the world
population (2015 figures) live in extreme poverty –
struggling to fulfil the most basic needs like health,
education, and access to water and sanitation – that may
sound well out of our league to tackle (and note that the
COVID-19 pandemic is reversing the trend of poverty
reduction). But we can all do our bit – perhaps buying fairtrade products to support the sustainable trade system,
meaning employees are rewarded fairly for their work. So
a plug for Traidcraft, although such products are now
available in a range of outlets. Now ‘sustainability’ is only
a start – what we really want is regeneration – to make
good for the years of over-exploitation. How does this fit
with ‘creation’, you ask? We are all part of God’s creation –
reducing pollution and our use of earth’s resources to a
sustainable level goes hand-in-hand with improving the
welfare of humankind and the planet to create a safe and
just space for all of our planet-kind

Prayer With Sa
God of comfort and light,
we come to you
As we bring healing and
comfort to those in need of
strength and comfort, may
our souls be filled with the
light of you.
As we bring hope to a
broken nation, may our
hearts be opened and
softened by the light of you.
As we bring understanding
and compassion to those
who are suffering, may our
arms be opened by the light
of you.
As we bring awareness to
hatred, war and crime, may
our anger and hatred be
lessened by the light of you.
As we bring calm for inner
shalom peace, may our
breath be deepened by the
light of you.
And may you guide us to
those who seek our gifts,
leading them gently and
lovingly to the light of You.
Blessed are you, God of all
comfort and light. Amen

Yarn With Yarn Collection Saturday
If anyone has any items that
they would like to pass on to
me, I will be in the Church
car park on Saturday 8th May
between 10.30 am and 12

noon. Hopefully I will have
some balls of double knitting
wool with me.
Pat Johnson

Traidcraft Exchange
Appea
Mwanaidi’s Story
Mwanaidi is bold, resilient
and innovative, but with
increasingly long seasons of
drought threatening her
crops, it is getting harder for
her to make even a basic
living. She lives in a coastal
region of rural Tanzania, and
every day, she faces the
reality of climate change.
"This year the floods have
caused the cashew trees to
die, our maize and rice
swept away by water and at
the end of the rains we don’t
have anything to eat. These
changes, especially floods,
have caused our incomes to
go down. This is the fourth
year I am witnessing these
floods on the valley and our
food swept away. I would like
to have a garden where I can
plant vegetables like
tomatoes and then sell them
to people and earn money;
or planting watermelons and
then sell afterwards. But if I
harvest rice and get a lot of
money, I want to build a
good house so that my

children can have a good
life."
Mwanaidi and her
community are on the
frontline of the climate crisis,
but with your help, and
donations doubled by the
UK government, she and her
community can fight back
and regenerate the land they
depend on - by planting
crops that can grow in
extreme weather, protecting
the forests and investing in
climate-smart technology.

“I think irrigation could work
- especially during those
times when there is no rain.
We could use water from the
river, put some water pipes
and irrigate our farms, that
way there will be a certainty
that we will be able to
harvest. So, I believe
irrigation will make our life
better compared to now - if
there were droughts in the
future and we had the
irrigation pipes; I would be
able continue to farm and
harvest without any
problem.”
By learning new skills and
changing how they farm, the
Regenerators can increase
their profits and turn their
work into businesses drastically increasing their
incomes. Whatever the
climate crisis throws at them,
they will be able to feed
their families and earn a
decent income.

From greenhouses to solar
panels and new irrigation
techniques, Mwanaidi and
her community already know
that there are solutions to
the problems they face - they
just need your support to get
started.

By donating to the
Regenerators Appeal, until
the 7th June 2021, the UK
government will double your
gift to help the most
vulnerable stand strong in
the face of climate change.
Donations can be made at:
www.traidcraftexchange.org/
regenerators or by calling
0191 497 6445.
Ian & Gill McDonald

l


Answers 1. Barge. 2. Minesweeper. 3. Cruiser. 4. Cutter. 5. Hydrofoil. 6. Kayak. 7. Galleon. 8. Dreadnought.

