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cant for the life of me
remember where I heard
this, but to the question
“are you a glass half full, or
glass half empty kind of a
person?” it was said “you’re
missing the point, the glass
can be refilled!!” I think that
is a really helpful
understanding of our time
and our God! In this strange
Covid/Easter time we might
look negatively on the
possibilities for church; how
are we going to restart or
continue? Will anyone
return? We might look really
positively; What a great
opportunity for a fresh start
and exciting new initiatives!
We’re all looking at the
same situation, but the real
encouragement is not how
we see it or what we might
achieve, but what God can
do; we can be refilled! We
are the people of the
Resurrection and Pentecost!

A Tudor Garden

Out and about in Poole Park this week to enjoy the
beautiful ower beds. Also, a mother duck carefully
watching over her nine ducklings by the lake.

church, performed works of
healing and then started
preaching. Perhaps some of
us would welcome it? Many
of us would be pretty
sceptical and some may
even feel threatened. How
easy would it be for us to
recognise God at work and
believe?

This week’s readings:
• Acts 4.5-12
• Psalm 23
• 1 John 3.16-24
• John 10.11-18

 


I think we’d find it mightily
odd if someone came to
fl
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Some credit perhaps to the
Temple leaders then! What
Peter and John brought to
the Temple was more than a
small tweak of theology, it
was a total shift and one that
came with incredible power.
This clearly needed to be
understood - not all power is

After Church Zoom
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Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with
everyone after church!
us02web.zoom.us/j/84758050873

on Unsplash

used well, or comes from
good sources.
Being told where this all
comes from does nothing to
settle anyone down! This
power is from someone that
you crucified. This is the
response of Jesus Christ - to
heal and to restore.
Over the course of this week
the question “what next for
the church” has started to
arise from all kinds of
directions. This reading
would cause us at least in
part to ask “where is God at
work?” This shouldn’t be a
new question, but one we
are always asking as we seek
God. If the Temple leaders
had made that seeking a
priority, they might be a little
less surprised by these two
strangers healing and
preaching in the Temple
courts!
I’ve not counted, but Psalm
23 seems to make a pretty
regular appearance in our
lectionary. This time it links in
wonderfully well with our
Gospel reading as Jesus
reminds us of the love of the
Shepherd. Despite its

familiarity, reading this psalm
slowly and repeating it a few
times, allowing the deep
truths of God’s love for us to
sink in a little will do none of
us any harm at all.
Similarly 1 John spells out
God’s love very clearly - it is
because of God’s love and
God’s demonstration of his
love through the sacrifice of
Jesus, that we know what
real love is. If we have seen
and known that love, then
how can we do anything else
but pass that love on to our
sisters and brothers?
Finally then one of Jesus “I
am” sayings in John; this
time the good shepherd.
Sheep would often be left
with hired workers, but being
paid never evokes the
commitment to the sheep
that their shepherd has, it’s
certainly not worth risking
life for. The good shepherd
though knows the flock. In
fact it’s a depth of knowing
that is experienced between
Jesus and his Father; that is
the depth of relationship we
can have. That depth is not
exclusive though, we must
not become possessive of

our relationship, but share it,
for there are many more

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s

Quick Quiz!
Cake & biscuits and places
they come from?
1. Best enjoyed on a
subtropical island off the
coast of Africa, maybe
taken with their wine?
2. A West Country
invention by the good
doctor to go with his
cheese perhaps.
3. A pretty French Riviera
resort but perhaps not
as .... as Cannes.
4. A small German town in
Waldeck-Frankenberg
district, the state of Hesse,
with Windsor connections.
5. A crunchy biscuit eaten
by small Shropshire
rodents?
6. Resident of an Italian city
which may (possibly) be the
home of a Magic
Roundabout character.
7. What you might do close
to the Danube, possibly on
the Thursday preceding
Ash Wednesday.
8. Home of the Dandy but not Beau Brummell and of marmalade.

Minute for :

MISSION

sheep that need the love of
the good shepherd.

On-Line Worshi
Sunday Worship will be led
by Andy and will be live
streamed from church on
Sunday Morning at 10.30:
youtu.be/rCgo3CJrVlA

Music Grou

With which of these pictures do you identify?? The answer
for us is obvious! The person in the right hand picture is
Rose who lives in Kenya many miles away from the nearest
reliable source of water. She is caught in a cycle of
climate chaos. Extremes of weather from severe drought
to flooding rob her of what she needs to survive. As a
child Rose remembers how the reliability of the rainfall
provided the community with plenty of nutritious food.
Climate change means that, for months at a time, they live
with drought and then there may be floods which wipe out
the harvest. She has to walk several miles every day to get
enough for herself and her grandchildren because the
nearby earth dam is not wide enough or deep enough to
provide for the needs of the community. We have the crisis
of Covid 19, but so do they, as the virus has no compassion
for those who are already finding life difficult to cope with.
Christian Aid is one of the charities with whom we can
immediately identify for the Christian work it carries out
around the world. Water poverty is just one of the many
urgent calls on their help. The best Christmas present we
had last year came from our son Peter and his wife
Katherine and was completely unexpected. They made a
donation to Christian Aid on our behalf specifically to
provide access to clean water because, as they said, “What
do you get a couple who have everything?” And we do!!

p


z


p


So, when it comes to May’s communion offering, please
remember people like Rose who desperately need our
help…….for indeed WE have everything! Val Rowberry

What to choose when the
psalm reading is Psalm 23!
This time here is "The Lord is
my Shepherd" by Franz
Schubert, sung by The Junior
Broadland Singers from near
Norwich. youtube.com/
watch?v=A38XpOAfdcw

Prayer With Sa
Almighty one of blessing, we
pray for the emergency
services and the military who
are called to defend this
nation.
Keep them safe. When they
are powerless give them
strength and might. When
they are scared and terrified
give them courage and
wisdom. May they find hope,
strength and faith in the days
ahead.
Almighty one of blessing, we
pray for the people of this
nation who long to live
under your canopy of peace.
Keep them safe. When they
are threatened protect them

from harm. When they are
injured and bereaved grant
them healing and comfort.
May they find strength and
courage in the days ahead.
May our hearts and voices
carry prayers of hope and
unity that this nation knows
that they are not alone. And
know you Almighty God are
with us.

- God’s Creation
Before and after: a baby wren that found itself stuck in a
pot on our balcony - and then singing away when it got
out! (Won't we all enjoy singing away when we get out!)
We had a discussion as to whether it was a wren or a
blackbird, and went for a wren on account of the eye stripe
- comments welcome! RSPB page with birdsong
link: rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/
wren/

Blessed are you, Lord our
God, Sovereign of the
Universe.
Let us say Amen

Yarn With Yar
Although we have not been
able to meet in person, we
have been meeting by Zoom
for the last few weeks and, of
course, we have been
knitting.

01202 698638
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Get in Touc
Rev’d Andy Hall

8. Dundee cake
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4. Battenberg cake [and
also the original family
name of the Mountbatten's]
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5. Shrewsbury biscuit
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Quick Quiz Answers

6. Florentine

Pat Johnson

1. Madeira cake

7. Viennese Whirl, at the
Vienna Opera Ball (or not!)

In a couple of weeks or so I
will have another Collection
Saturday - so watch this
space.

2. Bath Oliver (a hard, dry
biscuit or cracker made
from flour, butter, yeast and
milk)

Thanks to all who were able
to contribute.

3. Nice biscuit

On Monday afternoon I was
able to take 6 neckwarmers,
12 hats and 20 hat and
neckwarmer sets to the
Sailors' Society charity shop
in Poole, for them to pass on
to the headquarters in
Southampton.

