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I was thrilled to receive Ian’s 
photo of his candle work 
this week, not just because 

it’s a wonderful thing, a great 
work of very useful recycling 
and creativity, but because it 
came with the message of 
hope that there are enough 
for this year’s Carols by 
Candlelight. 

I know it’s still only Lent, but I  
am already thinking that I 
should finally make the effort 
to join the candle committee 
(though Ian does seem to 
have rather raised the bar for 
membership!) and I can 
already sense the joy as the 
candles are lit and the church 
flooded with their light. Can 
we each become a remade 
(re-formed?) candle in this 
time? Can we allow God to 
take what is left after all 
we’ve been through and 
strengthen us through his 
resurrection power? 

This week’s readings: 
• Jeremiah 31.31-34 
• Psalm 119.9-16 
• Hebrews 5.5-10 
• John 12.20-33 

Jeremiah creates for the 
people of God quite a stark 

image of the past and new 
hope for the future. The 
People of Israel are God’s 
covenant people, but they 
broke that covenant. There’s 
a real sense of the tearing up 
of an agreement in that 
statement which is echoed 
by the talk of being their 
husband. The covenant is 
destroyed.  

What is coming, though, 
brings a completely new 
approach. God’s Spirit isn’t 
mentioned, but as this 
covenant of heart and mind 
is described, we are left in 

little doubt how it will be 
achieved. 

Our Psalm for this week 
leads on from Jeremiah 
nicely; how can we remain 
true to God? Through 
seeking God’s direction and 
hiding his word in our hearts. 
I doubt very much that this 
can happen by osmosis, it’ll 
take some effort: learning, 
reading and praying; teach 
me your decrees! 

Hebrews reminds us of what 
that meant for Jesus; one 
who took obedience to God 
all the way to his death on 
the cross. The letter is full of 
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A McDonald Lockdown Ian has melted down some of 

the used church candles to make new ones, 143 in total, 
sufficient for this year’s Carols by Candlelight!



the priestly imagery as a way 
of describing the salvation 
offered to us by Jesus. He 
made the great final sacrifice 
and leads us into the 
presence of God. Despite his 
anguished prayers, it was his 
obedience or faithfulness to 
God that saw all of us 
receive eternal salvation. 

The feeling of hope 
generated by Ian’s candles 
was challenged somewhat by 
this weeks readings about 
resurrection - quite an odd 
experience if I’m honest! The 
point being that as Jesus 
talks about the wonder of his 
resurrection, he must first try 
and help everyone to 
understand his looming 
death. 

‘What should we say: “Father 
save me from this hour?” No, 
it was for this very reason I 
came to this hour. Father, 
glorify yourself!’ 

The imagery of grains having 
to die in order for life to 
flourish is a powerful image 
of Easter as well as a stern 
nudge of the Shepherds 
crook for all of us! Would we 
be prepared to allow church 

as it currently is to ‘die’ in 
order for new life to grow? 
That question must surely be 
in our minds as we consider 
the life of the URC nationally 
and the life of our little 
church as well. Father, glorify 
yourself. 

Perhaps it is also an 
ecumenical challenge. Do we 
remain as single seeds, or 
should we all be courageous 
enough to let go and see 
something new emerge? Our 
Lent studies on zoom have 
been really quite superb, the 
book hasn’t always been 
easy and the technology 
hasn’t always been perfect, 
but this is possibly one of the 
best events we’ve held in 
terms of bringing together 
people across 
denominational boundaries 
to share in some pretty deep 
issues!  

After Church Zoom 
Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday 
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with 
everyone after church! 
us02web.zoom.us/j/88449039888 Photo by Rumman Amin 

on Unsplash

Exploring different paths to prayer. 

Many people find it beneficial to structure their prayers 
around written formats. Prayer books containing prayers 
which follow a pick and mix approach or those containing 
morning, mid-day and evening liturgies are popular. Over 
recent years the URC has produced Daily Devotions, its 
own free prayer resource which is available digitally. For 
those who would prefer a printed format they can request a 
downloadable booklet to print off. There is also a daily 
podcast for those who would like the resource in an audio 
format. The Daily Devotions contain a Bible reading, a 
reflection and prayer which are written by a wide range of 
URC contributors. If you would like these sent to you, then 
you can request them here:  devotions.urc.org.uk.  Why not 
give them a go? Happy praying!
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On-Line Worship

Sunday Worship this week 
will be led by Andy and will 
be live streamed from church 
on Sunday Morning at 10.30: 

youtu.be/9u1v9rDjV3g 

Music Group

We sing several hymns and 
songs by Bernadette Farrell 
(such as ‘Christ be our light’) 
 – here is one based on our 
Gospel reading for today 
“Unless a grain of wheat” 
(featuring Barbara Bridge 
and Kevin Walsh), with the 
words on screen: 
youtube.com/watch?
v=LBt7ZOTKh_Y 

Prayer With Saz

Blessed are you, Lord our 
God, Source of strength and 
comfort, I am in need of your 
almighty strength. It’s a very 
challenging time for me, 

problem after problem is 
attacking me from every 
direction. I can no longer 
depend on my own power 
and knowledge to overcome 
these challenges. They have 

become too much for me. 
I’m coming to you to 
embrace your unending love 
and comfort.

I trust that you are in control 
of my life, every minute, 
every hour and every day. 
Calm my heart and keep it 
away from the spirit of fear 
and anxiety. You are the only 
one who can comfort and 
strengthen me now. 
Surround me with your 
peace that surpasses all 
understanding. Guide me 
through these challenges 
that I am going through 
during this time. Grant me 
your strength, that I may not 
give up even if the going 
gets tough. Help me to focus 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
This week's quiz on 'famous' dogs. You don't need to name 
the breed, just the name given to the dog by an author, 
character(s) in a book or film, or whoever! 

Questions 

1.  A former children’s TV favourite (& ancient Jordanian 
city)  

2. Three headed guard dog of Hades 

3. Enid Blyton’s famous fifth 

4. Dorothy's dog in The Wizard of Oz 

5. Lord Byron’s dog 

6. Toy Dachshund friend of Woody (Toy Story) 

7. Bill Sykes's dog 

8. Early canine film star 

-  G o d ’ s  C r e a t i o n  -
Are we all brothers and sisters?  Many of us are fortunate 
enough to have already had a Covid-19 vaccination, or will 
do soon – but many people in the world are not so 
fortunate.  COVAX is a global collaboration to provide 
equitable access to COVID-19 tests, treatments, and 
vaccines.  This was mentioned again this week in the CTiB 
Lent Group meeting.  UNICEF is one of the key partners in 
delivering this capability, and donations can be made on 
its website www.unicef.org/take-action  Any amount can be 
donated, perhaps to match the typical cost of our 
vaccines? 

https://youtu.be/9u1v9rDjV3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBt7ZOTKh_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LBt7ZOTKh_Y
https://www.unicef.org/take-action


on you and not on my 
problems. I know that you 
are bigger than all of those 
problems combined. If I put 
my trust in you, I will never 
be disappointed. Enable me, 
to have patience and to fully 
depend on you for strength, 
that I may soar on wings like 
eagles. 

Enable me to enjoy your 
presence, as well as the 
presence of the people I am 
within this journey called life. 
Blessed are you, Lord our 
God, Source of all strength 
and comfort. Let us say 
Amen 

Get in Touch

Rev’d Andy Hall 

minister@broadstoneurc.oug 

01202698638

Quick Quiz Answers 

1. Petra 

2. Cerberus 

3. Timmy 

4. Toto 

5. Bosun 

6. Slinky 

7. Bullseye 

8. Lassie

A Tudor Garden  
Crocuses and heather in the Tudor Garden!
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