Broadstone &
Blandford URC
7 March 2021

I

’m not entirely sure how
accurate my numbering
system has been, but I’m
claiming this as the 50th
edition! It happens to
coincide with a preaching
request from Hythe URC on
the theme of miracles and
healing, which is quite a
theme to celebrate the 50th
edition with!
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A Tudor Garden More photos taken at Kingston
Lacy. Catkins and Camellias already starting to bloom.

Below you’ll find the
lectionary readings as usual
and then also the two
readings used in worship this
week; it really is a bumper
weekend.
This week’s readings:
• Exodus 20.1-17
• Psalm 19
• 1 Corinthians 1.18-25
• John 2.13-22
Readings for Worship
• 1 Corinthians 12.1-11
• John 20.24-29
Let’s start with a quick scan
of the lectionary. Some of
you are using this as a
weekly practice, which is
great; its a fabulous way of
making sure your reading is
wider than the two we might
have on a Sunday. Though
beware, if you want to read

the whole Bible, you’ll need
to get a more specific plan
as the lectionary skips a fair
bit!
Exodus 20 is of course the
10 commandments, often
hailed as reasons against
taking Christianity seriously
as its full of so many “you
shall nots!” Are we and the
first of God’s people so like
children in our faith that we
need strict boundaries and
rules? Or is this the
foundation of good rules
that bring life? Would you

argue against any of them?
Yet still, thousands of years
later, the world struggles
with even these basic rules;
it’s as if God new what we
were all like? Thank God for
his abundant grace and love,
the acceptance and
forgiveness we are all given
freely in Jesus!
Psalms reflects both on the
law of the Lord and the
proclamation of all creation;
both ways that God speaks
to us, lets us begin to enter

After Church Zoom

on Unsplash

into an understanding of his
ways.
Margaret’s weekly photos
and Martin’s articles on
creation are both a great
start in seeing the beauty of
God and the care we need
to take of all that has been
made. Coupled with the law
of God we might just see the
light, joy and sweetness of
God and begin to receive its
reward.
Coming into the New
Testament we begin to find
the perspective on the law
and knowledge changing.
Many took the study of the
law very seriously indeed
and this often led to quite
extreme practices. Paul
counters that by saying that
what Jesus achieved on the
cross is foolishness to many;
not something that can be
fully understood through
study, but must be entered
into through faith. Salvation
through sacrifice and selfless
giving doesn’t bring personal
success.
Finally, in the famous clash
between Jesus and the
Temple, Jesus turns the

tables; railing against the
rules and requirements that
excluded and put heavy
burdens on the poorest of

As I’ve mentioned this weeks
worship will be going out to
us and to Hythe and it was
way back in October that I
was asked to speak and

Exploring different paths to prayer.
For many the Lord’s prayer is central to our collective and
individual spiritual life. Some have suggested that rather
than giving us the words of a set prayer Jesus was outlining
the areas of concern we should bring to God. If we use the
Lord’s prayer in this way then we pause for prayer and
reflection between each sentence. For example, Our
Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name (then
pausing to worship God in our hearts). Your Kingdom
come, Your will be done (pausing to ask for God’s will to be
done in the world and our life). Give us today our daily
bread (praying for our needs and the needs of humanity)
and forgive us our Sins (a period of asking for forgiveness
for the times when we have fallen short), as we forgive
those who sin against us (a period of seeking reconciliation
for those who have angered or wronged us). And lead us
not into temptation (asking God to help us turn away from
those things which damage us and others), but deliver us
from evil (asking for deliverance from the things we fear).
Why not give it a go? Happy praying!
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Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with
everyone after church!
us02web.zoom.us/j/81058479825

society. Jesus makes a
statement that fits quite well
into Paul’s theme of
foolishness; tear down this
Temple and I will build it in
three days! The power of
God is not something to be
rationalised.

given the reading. I’ll be
focussing in on 1 Cor 12.9 10a about faith, healing and
miracles. it’s a challenging
theme that has been on my
mind for some time! I’ll be
exploring the context of the
Corinthian church; seeing
that it is somewhat divided,
and highlighting Paul’s desire
to help them priorities
encouragement and love.
The Spiritual gifts are
mentioned precisely because
they are causing some level

of division - some were
being regarded as more
spiritual than others,
therefore creating a
hierarchy. This trouble is sad,
but is also evidence that
these gifts were present!
Our context is completely
different. We live in the time
of great medical
advancement and would not
want the church to be the
only place of healing, but I
don’t believe we should ever
rule it out. In coming into the

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s

Quick Quiz!
This week's quiz is on railways - and is from Paul.
1. What nickname was given to the Shinkansen high-speed
trains of Japan because of their appearance and speed?
2. The BBC documentary series Great British Railway
Journeys often refers to an 1840’s copy of which guide?
3. Which two cities did the original Orient Express run
between?
4. About which tank engine did the Reverend W. Awdry
write?
5. Which locomotive holds the world speed record of
126mph (set on 3rd July 1938) for steam locomotives
6. The first underground railway was built in 1863, but in
which city?
7. In 1830 which locomotive, built by George Stephenson,
became the first ever commercial train to reach a (then
record) speed of 30mph?
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8. In which James Bond film does much of the action take
place on the Orient Express?

presence of God in Worship I
believe e can be made
whole - even if we have
things we are struggling with
and would want to have
healed.
Our John reading reminds us
that of the three gifts, faith is
probably God’s priority:
Blessed are those who have
not seen, yet have believed!
If you’re unable to view the
worship and hear the full
sermon and might like to
read a transcript, please let
me know and I’ll see what I
can do to tidy up my notes!

Music Grou
Reflecting on our Old
Testament reading, John 14
v.15-17 simply says: ‘If you
love me, keep my
commands. And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you
another advocate to help
you and be with you for ever
– the Spirit of truth'.
Malcolm Archer portrays this
musically thus: youtube.com/
watch?v=z8P8nWjJTdM

On-Line Worshi
Worship this week will be led
by Andy and can be found
here from Friday Evening:
youtu.be/15m9Y_Gui7Y
It is longer than usual, so if
you want to watch it before
coffee, you might want to
start a little earlier. Do feel

free to fast forward if you
need to!

Prayer With Sa
Almighty God, at this time,
my mind is not at peace and
my heart is racing. It feels
like a raging tornado with no
signs of stopping any time
soon. My concerns are
getting too big for me to
handle. The things I have to
deal with are taking a huge
toll on my mind, body and
soul. There are times that I
cannot sleep at night. My
fears keep bombarding my
mind, stealing the peace,
hope and joy I once had.
More than ever, Almighty
God, I need You in this time
of turmoil. I admit that often,
I do not know what to do
anymore. I lack faith and
trust in you and rely on my
own knowledge and
strength. I try and live my life
and pursue my own
motivations and forgetting to
turn to you.
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Almighty God, I’m asking
you to grant me strength,
trust and faith to pursue my
calling and dreams you have
for me. Help me to honour
you and to put you first in
everything I do. Grant peace
that surpasses all
understanding. The kind of
peace that rules over my
mind despite all the troubles
I have. That can only come
from you. Hold me in Your

arms and comfort me. I
cannot go through all of this
on my own, but I know that
with you, nothing is
impossible. Always remind
me that you are always there
beside me, wherever I am
and whatever comes my
way.
Through it all, remind me to
stay away from concerns.
Instead, help me to always
look to You for comfort and
peace, and to trust you
whatever circumstances I
have in life. You are
sovereign, and you know
what’s best for me. I trust
that you still have a great

purpose for me, help me to
fulfil it, Almighty God,
despite any challenges.
Blessed are you, the Source
of all hope and comfort. Let
us say Amen.

Lent Lunch
On 17th March at 12.00 we
will have the opportunity to
share together in a Zoom
Lent Lunch. An opportunity
to come together and chat,
but also learn a little about
current activities of Christian
Aid and of course donate!
More details to come.

Order your Fair
Trade Easter eggs
View the options at
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk
Contact us with your selection on
ian@igkpmcdonald.plus.com or
01202 602538
Real Easter Eggs with an Easter
Story booklet — milk and dark
Many flavours of Divine eggs
Packs of 6 Easter cards

was discussed in one of the
breakout rooms at the
churches together Lent
Group. If you would like to
find out more about this
appeal and make a donation
then further information can
be found on the following
link. Covid-19 vaccines:
Help deliver history | Unicef
UK

God’s Creatio
Do you remember this time
last year? Here is one of the
five bulbs that have made a
start this year so far;
probably a little earlier than
last year, but I trust that at
least one will make a good
splash for Easter. What's in a
name? 'Amaryllis' was
originally applied both to a
South African flower and also
a similar South American
one, now termed
'Hippeastrum', from which
our cultivated bulbs derive.
However, the name
'Amaryllis' has stuck in
common use. Will the
flowers look just as good?
Of course!

Get in Touc
Andy Hall
01202 698638
minister@broadstoneurc.org

After-Church Zoo

2. Bradshaw’s.
1. Bullet Trains.
Quick Quiz Answers
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3. Paris and Istanbul
(originally known as
Constantinople)
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4. Thomas the Tank
Engine
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5. Mallard
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6. London

Many of us have already had
our covid- vaccine or are
waiting upon the date when
we are called. However, for
many parts of the world
nations are struggling to
secure these for essential
health workers and wider
population. Indeed, the
effects of the pandemic has
meant that in many parts of
the world routine childhood
vaccinations have not
occurred and children have
died and are becoming ill as
a result. The UNICEF
“Donate a vaccine appeal”

7. Rocket

As it gets more popular,
conversation in one big
group actually gets harder,
so this week I will be using
the breakout rooms function
to enable smaller groups just like our tables in the hall
after church. We may even
get time to change tables!

UNICEF Vaccine
8. From Russia with Love

Our gatherings after church
have been wonderful, full of
laughter and great stories!
We’d love more people to
be able to attend, so if you
have the equipment and the
internet connection, but
would like some help please
do shout.

