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hanks to Martin for
stepping in last week.
We didn’t get up to
much (as you might expect!)
but the house is a bit tidier,
we christened the chiminea,
I’m half way through a book
about Marco Pantani (guess
what sport he took part in?),
Michelle coloured in the
world and I completed a
monster indoor cycling
challenge!
During the week though
something remarkable seems
to have been happening in
the world and the flood of
photos seem to prove it:
Spring! There were definitely
times when walking the dog
in temperatures well into -3c
that I thought it would never
come, yet here it is! That
yearly act of faith through
winter that spring will come.
A source of joy and hope in
the winter of covid!
This week’s readings:
• Genesis 17.1-7,15-16
• Psalm 22.23-31
• Romans 4.13-25
• Mark 8.31-38
As a group gathered in
Christ and calling ourselves
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A Tudor Garden

A sunny afternoon at Kingston Lacy

this last week. Not just masses of beautiful snowdrops, but
daffodils and celandines too. Plus, a very friendly robin!

Christians, we rightly have
quite a keen focus on Christ.
That is a good thing, but our
understanding of Christ must
be firmly located in our
understanding of the vast
story of God. This week’s
readings are certainly a
helpful start!
Genesis gives us a snippet of
the story of Abraham and
the impossible promise that
was made to him and to
Sarah. Both had different

names at the time, but
through God’s work in their
lives everything changed for
them and for the whole
world. That is rather the key
point here. Before the law
was given, before a people
was created, before Christ
came, Abraham acted in
faith and a promise was
made by God to him and to
the world. God’s love, his
action in this world is for the
whole world.
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Our psalm uses that global
focus in praise, beginning in
the great assembly of God’s
people and moving out to all
the ends of the earth as
everyone worships the one
God who gives life to all.
Mark brings our focus back
to a much more familiar
theme; the cross. It has
echos of Abraham’s faith
though as Peter struggles to
see beyond the earthly life of
Jesus and into the
impossible of resurrection
and new life.
We all face that call; to deny
our limited picture of this
world and pick up a cross
that speaks of life beyond
death and in fact a new way
of life before death. We must
be reaching for faith that is
rooted in the impossible
promise of God that all life
will be renewed in him.
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We finish with Paul’s words
on the subject as he brings
Abraham and Jesus
together. For Paul this is
about that world view, the
opening up of God’s family
to those of the law and those
of faith. As father of many

nations, not just one,
Abraham reveals that grace
is the basis of God’s family
and that in Christ we are all
welcomed into that covenant
family.

'The Call' (Come, my Way) is
a simple and direct poem by
George Herbert (1593-1633)
first published in ‘The
Temple’ in the year he died.
Here set to music by Ralph
Vaughan Williams as one of
his ‘Five Mystical Songs’ (1911).
Sung by Scott Crissman
(tenor) with Kevin Kwan
(organ) at Christ and St.
Luke's Episcopal Church,
Norfolk, Virginia
youtube.com/watch?
v=dlrKvVJIlkk (The text is further
down the YouTube page.)

Exploring different paths to prayer
As a child did you like to colour? In recent years adult
colouring has become a popular pastime as a way of
winding down and relaxing and Christian colouring books
have been used as an aid to prayer. The process of
colouring can be an aid to slow down our thoughts that
often get in the way of us focussing our minds upon God.
Christian colouring sheets usually contain a Bible verse
with an image from scripture. The process of colouring can
fix our attention onto a few words of a verse for a much
longer period of time than we would normally do in
prayer. The following link: free adult chrsitasn coloring
sheets (yes with the American spelling) is to a site which
contains multiple sheets that can be printed off at home.
Why not give it a go? Happy praying!
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Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with
everyone after church!
us02web.zoom.us/j/82474315396
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Prayer With Sa

Worship this week will be led
by Andy and can be found
here at 10.30am on Sunday:

Source of all blessings,
Creator of all life,
We thank you for the gift of
life: for the breath that
sustains life, for the
food of this land
that nurtures
life, for the
love and
compassion
of people
without which
there would be
rd
no life.

youtu.be/XH2gIfVcgjM

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s

Quick Quiz!
What are these bridges?
They are all in the UK; the
number in brackets at the
end of the clue denotes the
number of letters in the
correct answer.
1. Links Castle with public
school in Berkshire, near the
local railway station (7)
2. Links Anglesey to North
Wales; rebuilt in 1970 after a
fire (9)
3. 18th century Yorkshire
town bridge, recently
collapsed; near breweries (9)
4. Blackburn Rovers FC play
in the ground near this
bridge (5)
5. Cross with ABBA to see
the sunset (8)
6. Bridge for the Guards to
cross from England to
Scotland (10)
7. The Boat Race starts just
after this bridge (6)
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8. ... and finishes just before
this bridge (8)

We thank you for this day for
life and one more day to
love and give, for
opportunities and one more
day to work for justice
and peace, for
neighbours
and one
more
person to
love and by
whom be
loved, for
your grace
and mercy
and one more
experience of your great
presence, for your promises
to be with us, to be our God,
and the Source of all things

Cecil Lawrence

Happy 95th
Birthday!
3 March

We thank you for the
vastness of creation: for the
beauty and wonder that the
eye can see, for the joy and
happiness that the ear may
hear, for the unknown that
we cannot behold filling the
universe with wonder, for the
expanse of space that draws
us beyond ourselves.
We thank you for setting us
in our communities for our
families who nurture our
becoming and destiny, for
friends who love us by
choice and acts for
companions at work, who
share our burdens and
daily tasks, for strangers
who welcome us into their
time, for people from other
lands who call us to grow
in understanding and
compassion, for children
who lighten our moments
with delight and
enjoyment, for the unborn,
who offer us hope for the

For these and all blessings,
we give you thanks. Blessed
are you, Lord our God,
Sovereign of the universe.
And let us say Amen

Order your Fair
Trade Easter eggs
View the options at
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk
Contact us with your selection on
ian@igkpmcdonald.plus.com or
01202 602538
Real Easter Eggs with an Easter
Story booklet — milk and dark
Many flavours of Divine eggs
Packs of 6 Easter cards

The story of the Bible Society and its
Minute for
founding revolves around three remarkable,
– but very different, individuals: a
determined Welsh girl, a Welsh pastor with unusual vision and a Member of Parliament who was
prepared to campaign on behalf of causes he believed to be important.

MISSION : Bible Society

In 1800, Mary Jones, then aged 15, trekked 26 miles through the wild hilly countryside of north Wales
to Bala. Revd. Thomas Charles of Bala was so impressed by her knowledge of Bible stories and
ambition to have her own Bible that he sold her three Bibles for the cost of one.
The Visionary Welsh pastor, Revd. Joseph Hughes – was inspired by Mary’s story and by the recent
arrival of some reduced price Bibles for Welsh speakers, Revd. Hughes was prompted to ask other
church leaders the question: “If the teaching of the Bible is right for Wales, why not for the whole
kingdom, and if it is right for the kingdom, why not for the whole world?”
That question was posed at a meeting of the Religious Tract Society in December 1802. It was a
daring question and reverberated not only across Wales but ultimately around the world. Discussion
which resulted from that meeting set in motion the founding of the society.
In March 1804, at a meeting of around 300 at the London Tavern in Bishopsgate, William Wilberforce
and the campaigning groups of which he was a part formed the British and Foreign Bible Society.
Since that day, over 200 years ago, The British and Foreign Bible Society has become the Bible
Society, a charity committed to making the Bible available to people all over the world. It has
survived the events of two world wars and societies have been established in 146 countries. Even
persevering to find openings in Communist Russia and China. The society has won the admiration of
royalty from Edward VII to our own Queen Elizabeth II. In 2011 the Bible Society celebrated the 400th
anniversary of the King James Bible with cultural events all over our country.

God’s Creatio
There are signs of spring
around us - see Traudl's
photographs from
Frankenthal, and we have
daffodils and camellia out in
our garden – the Spring
Equinox has yet to come,
and there are likely to be a
few more frosts (so be
careful), but there are signs
of life and renewal. Let us
use the signs of nature as
signs for ourselves, let’s
revive our joy in God’s
wonderful creation and

rekindle our relationships
with peace and love.

Spring Greeting
Spring greetings to
everyone, say Traudl &
Andreas, with two garden
photos.
Also, 0n Sunday, February
14, the new Church
President of the Evangelical
Church in the Palatinate [the
EKP, the denomination of
Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche],
Dorothee Wüst, successor of
Christian Schad, was
introduced to her office in
the Memorial Church in
Speyer.
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Quick Quiz Answers 1. Windsor 2. Britannia 3. Tadcaster. 4. Ewood 5. Waterloo. 6. Coldstream 7. Putney. 8. Mortlake

