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his week has been full
of photos from our
family of the snow
covering their garden and
the snow sculptures they
have created. BBC Weather
tried repeatedly to
encourage the snow to come
by warning of heavy
snowfall, but it never came
and I was over joyed! I’m a
grumpy so and so when it
comes to snow - unless I’m
skiing - it just makes
everything more difficult!
Next week though there is
something coming that I
know will definitely arrive
and we will all be pleased
about it: Pancakes! What a
joy. I’m still pretty set on the
very traditional lemon and
sugar, but maple syrup has
made a strong case for itself
in the last few years. That
said if I really want to go
mad (and this year might call
for it) Nutella and banana
can be quite special as can
hot cherry pie filling with
vanilla ice cream. mmmmm
I think I’ll leave it to Martin to
pick up on the theological
and spiritual significance of
pancakes next week as I’m
taking a break with the family
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A Tudor Garden
More frosty photos from the garden but it's snowy up north!

over half term so that we can
all stay at home, but do
something different!
This week’s readings:
• 2 Kings 2.1-12
• Psalm 50.1-6
• 2 Corinthians 4.3-6
• Mark 9.2-9
Our passage from 2 Kings is
a rather special one as Elisha
and Elijah go on a final
journey together before
Elisha steps into Elijah’s role.
At first it seems that Elisha is
just not willing to let Elijah

go, perhaps already dealing
with elements of grief at
what was to come. What is
more likely however is that
this is a kind of right of
passage and one that Elisha
firmly commits to by staying
with Elijah to the end.
Elijah asks if Elisha has any
requests on this final day and
Elisha asks for a ‘double
portion’ Now, if I were to ask
for that with reference to my
pancakes, I’d be hoping for
two servings, but that’s not
quite what is happening
here. They have crossed the
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Jordan into the region where
Moses had died which rather
emphasises the significance
of these men and this
moment. What Elisha is
asking for is the legal right of
the first born - the principal
heir - which is two thirds of
the inheritance. Obviously
he’s not talking about Elijah’s
property as even two thirds
wouldn’t be a lot! What he’s
after is as much of the power
of the spirit seen in Elijah as
he can get hold of.
All Elisha needs to do is
hand on until the end and
keep a watch on Elijah,
which doesn’t take long. The
chariots of fire arrive (queue
music) and it’s all done.
It’s been a very sad year for
many as we have lost very
dear friends this year. I
wonder though, thinking
about these wonderful sisters
and brothers, what of their
spirit or character would we
pray to become part of our
lives and our church? What
we would seek a double
portion of?
The most famous writer of
the Psalms is of course

David, but it is said that
Psalm 50 was written by a
Temple Singer called Asaph.
It bridges between the
previous 10 psalms written
by the sons of Korah and 51
onwards were we get more
psalms of David!

In 2 Corinthians Paul builds
on the idea of Moses’ veil
that he wore after being with
God. This time though he
uses it quite differently
arguing that the god of this

Exploring different paths to prayer
In our Reformed tradition we have a proud tradition of
meeting around the Bible for worship. But how about
using scripture as the basis to our prayers? One method
of doing this is the discipline of Lectio-Divina. There are
five short steps each of which is proceeded by reading
the same few verses of scripture (often a psalm) either
silently or out loud. (1) Read a brief passage or a few
verses “take a bite”. (2) Reflect on what God is saying in
the word’s “chew”. (3) Bring to prayer your thoughts
“savour”. (4) Rest in God, contemplate what you think
God is saying back to you “digest”. (5) Commit to
action “do”. Lectio-Divina has a long history in the
church and in recent years has become one of the most
popular ways of praying with the Bible. Why not give it
a go? Happy praying!
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Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday
and meet up for a virtual cuppa with
everyone after church!
us04web.zoom.us/j/72926824284

Asaph clearly holds a high
view of the Temple and
describes God’s glory shining
forth from it. What he writes
seems to relate to a service
of Covenant renewal relating
to Sinai as he remembers the
great scenes of Exodus 19 24, God forming covenant
with his people from the
mountain.

world blinds people to the
light of Christ. He does this
in part as there are members
of the church disagreeing
with what he’s bringing. His
argument would rather
suggest that anyone that
doesn’t follow what he’s
saying has been veiled by
the god of this world and is
an unbeliever! Certainly
something that might make
people think.

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s

Quick
Quiz!
This week's quiz is on
Dogs. Thanks again to
Paul.
For Q1 to Q 6 , please
identify the dogs
1. Famously 101 of them
2. British symbol
3. A Mexican state
4. A bus across the USA
5. Pugilist
6. Originally bred for
rescue work
7. In films and in novels,
Sherlock Holmes's dog is
called...?
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8. What is Crufts?

Lastly then we come to the
transfiguration and the
appearance of Jesus with
two prophets that we’ve
already had mentioned;
Moses and Elijah.
There have been attempts to
explain it; is it a story of
intense prayer that resulted
in disciples being caught up
and seeing visions? Is it a
resurrection story that has
been written into a preEaster setting? Or is it
something else entirely?
Mark is not concerned! In his
Gospel this presents a
moment where yet more of
Jesus true identity seeps out,
his presence with the greats
in a moment somewhat
reminiscent of Sinai and then
the voice of God! Jesus is
the true Son of the Father
and not to be ignored!

On-Line Worshi
Worship this week is led by
Tim and can be found here
from 9am on Sunday 14th:
youtu.be/8D4kQSYcV-M

Many Prayerful Voices
As a church we are seeking
to increase the number of
people leading intercessions
on Sunday mornings. If you
would like to volunteer to
record intercessions ahead of
the service, or to find out
more about what’s involved
then contact Kevin who is
coordinating the Intercession
rota. If you would like to
volunteer but would like
some help putting them
together then he is happy to
help. Kevin: 07825 616524
or dudmankevin@gmail.com

Music Grou

Prayer With Sa

From our 'New Oxford Easy
Anthems' book is this piece I
like, text by Robert
Bridges (1844-1930), to
music by Herbert Howells
(1892-1983). The third verse
is "And every gentle heart,
that burns with true desire, is
lit from eyes that mirror part
of that celestial fire.”

Almighty and merciful God,

youtube.com/watch?
v=dfTUIzTFhS8 (Scroll down
to see the full text.)

On this day I ask you humbly
to grant this prayer;
May I know who I am and
what I am in you, every
moment of every minute,
every hour and every day.
May I be your pillar of light
and love and bring
inspiration to those I meet
on life's journey
May I have the strength to
stand strong in the face of
conflict, hatred and injustice

and the courage to speak my
voice, even when I'm scared.
May I have the humility and
instinct to follow my heart
and the passion to live my
soul's desires and yearnings
May I seek to know the
highest truth and embrace
and love the totality of
myself.
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Thursday Morning Group
25th Feb, 10.30am
Both will run for six weeks
with a seventh session
planned for sometime after
Easter to tackle the last
chapter of the book.

Quick Quiz Answers

Wednesday Evening Group
24th Feb, 7.30pm

1. Dalmatian

The groups will be:

2. Bulldog

We have a Nuthatch on the
feeder! Beautiful colouring and the only British bird that
walks down tree trunks head
downwards. They will
wedge acorns in crevices in
tree bark to hold them while
they hammer them open
with its beak. Listen to the
song here: rspb.org.uk/birdsand-wildlife/wildlife-guides/
bird-a-z/nuthatch/

3. Chihuahua

Creatio

4. Greyhound

Blessed are you, Source of all
mercy and holiness. Let us
say Amen.

Andy Hall 01202 698638
minister@broadstoneurc.org

5. Boxer

May all else melt away.

Pope Francis uses the story
of the Good Samaritan as his
base for the book which is
also inspired by the life and
example of St Francis of
Assisi; his love for the
poorest and his openness to
all.

Get in Touc

6. St Bernard

May I be drenched in your
holiness and engulfed by
your everlasting love.

We are basing this years Lent
groups on Pope Francis
Encyclical Letter entitled:
Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity
and Friendship.

Both will be held on zoom
and a link will be sent nearer
the time.

7. Toby

Today is my day to surrender
anything that stands
between the sacredness of
my humanity and my divinity.

CTIB Zoom Lent Group

8. The annual dog show
held in the UK; the 2020
show was cancelled.

May I be brave enough to
hear my heart, to let it soften
so that I may gracefully
choose faith over fear.

