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No amount of dressing 
it up in technical 
video wizardry is 

going to hide the fact that 
our carol service this year is 
not quite what it usually is, 
Broadstone Carols by 
Candlelight is a pretty 
special service! What we 
have done is to take 
recordings of some of the 
best carols of years gone by, 
from various services across 
advent and Christmas over 
the last 5 years and put them 
into video along with new 
recordings and readings in 
different locations from a 
host of willing volunteers!  

Those video’s will be 
streamed from church on 
Sunday morning at the usual 
time alongside thoughts and 
prayers live from church. 
Then of course you’ll have 
time to warm a nice mince 
pie or two for the after 
church zoom! 

This week’s readings: 
• 2 Samuel 7.1-11,16 
• Psalm 89.1-4,19-26 
• Romans 16.25-27 
• Luke 1.26-38 

I nearly read 2nd Samuel 
with an air of disinterest, 
perhaps I’m tired, but I’m 
glad I persisted in reading 
what other people said 
about it as it turns out that it 
could be one of the most 
important statements in the 
whole of the Old Testament! 

David is getting comfy in his 
new home and has bought 
the Ark into his city. I 
imagine he is feeling pretty 
pleased, but something is 
jarring at him. His home 
seems on a different level 
from God. Is his thought to 
build a temple driven by love 
and worship, or perhaps 
David is concerned that if 
God stays in a tent, he can 
very easily get up and move 
on! Which is what God tells 

Nathan; God is a God of 
freedom and he is not ready 
to be tied down to some big 
temple! 

The significant moment is 
actually v15, which isn’t in 
the lectionary reference, but 
is crucial to v16. God has 
made many promises to his 
people, but up until this 
point there has always been 
an “if you…” attached. 
Suddenly in v15 it turns into 
a “but my love will never be 
taken away…” and in verse 
16 we hear the promise that 
David’s line will forever 
endure. There is no 
dependancy on David’s 
ability to meet God’s 
standards, this promise and 
this love is unconditional.  
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You might argue that Nathan 
knew who he was talking to, 
and it served David very well 
to be back by such 
impressive prophetic words, 
but this is the foundation of 
our faith; justification by 
grace. The gift of love and 
acceptance given by God 
and received through the 
faithfulness of Christ.  

This promise to David has 
been kept. His line endures 
in Jesus, the one born King 
of the Jews. 

Our Psalm sings the praise of 
this moment; I will sing of 
the Lord’s great love forever! 

The Psalm sings of the hope 
brought by God’s promise to 
David; that his line endures is 
significant for the whole 
people and for all 
generations to come. What 
great hope this promise 
brings. 

The closing words of Romans 
also feel like they lean on 
this promise. God who is 
able to establish you, not in 
the line of David as a King, 
but in the Gospel, which is 
even greater. This Gospel 
proclaims that we can all be 
adopted as children of God, 
and as Paul points out, it is a 
message and a promise that 

is extended to the whole 
world. We, very distant 
gentiles, are established by 
God in his gospel! 

This is all made possible by 
the story we are ever closer 
to celebrating. God sent an 
Angel to a woman who was 
to be married to a man who 
was, you guessed it, a 
descendant of David.  

Mary is greeted as one who 
is highly favoured, which 
causes her some 
understandable concern, 
personally I think she does 
incredibly well to be so calm! 

Skipping over her technical 
queries, what is really so 
inspiring about this young 
girl is her trust in God.  

“I am the Lord’s servant, 
May your word to me be 
fulfilled.’ 

Are we so willing?  

Names for the Messiah – Certainty in an Uncertain world. 

This year the news is full of uncertainty about the lead up to Christmas and the celebrations itself.  In 
these uncertain times we have the certainty of Jesus and in our Zoom Advent groups in the four weeks 
leading up to Christmas we will be exploring the names he gives for the Messiah in Isa 9:6 and 
their relevance for us today. This is an opportunity to 
explore the meanings of this text along with time for 
discussion, prayer and fellowship and is just one of the 
ways that BURC is helping us meet together in these 
challenging times.  

Evening: 7.30pm - to be finished by 9pm 
Wednesday 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd December.  

If you want to reserve a place or if you would like a prayer 
and study sheet sent to you if you don’t have access to IT 
then contact Kevin on 07825 616524 or drop him an email 
at dudmankevin@gmail.com.

Tea & Mince Pie Zoom 
Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday 
morning and meet up for a virtual 
cuppa with everyone after church! 

us02web.zoom.us/j/84032679676 Photo by Rumman Amin 
on Unsplash

A Zoom link will be sent out during the week
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On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s live streamed, 
Carol Service can be found 
here at 10.30am on Sunday: 

youtu.be/MIvpH3c2usI 

Music Group

Some say it wouldn't be 
Christmas without a Rutter 
carol, so for the fourth 
Sunday in Advent, here is 
'Love came down at 
Christmas', which the Music 
group sang at the 
candlelight carol service in 
2014.  Sung here by the 
Cambridge singers, 
conducted by John Rutter 
himself. youtube.com/watch?
v=4I6x8lccIz8 

Prayer With Saz

You are God, the Source of 
all things.  We  pray that  all 
the world will take up Your 
promise of justice and 
peace.  We  shall not hate 
others;  we  shall love and 
respect our neighbours as 
ourselves.   We shall 
consider the strangers and 
enemies among us as our 
own; we were strangers in 
the land of Egypt. May all 
who are imprisoned and 
suffering burst forth from 
bondage. In celebration of 
our freedom, we  sing: Who 
is like You, Eternal One,  
among the gods that  are 
worshipped? Who is like 

You, majestic in holiness,  
awesome in splendour, 
doing wonders? In their 
escape from the sea, Your 
children saw Your sovereign 
might and power displayed.  
This is my  God, the Eternal 
will reign for ever and ever! 

Cause us to lie down in 
peace and rest,  Almighty 
God,  and raise us up to 
renewed life. Spread over us 
the shelter of peace and 
strength.  Guide us toward 
wisdom and knowledge.  
Shield us from hatred and 
plagues, keep us from war 
and famine and anguish. 
Gracious and merciful God,  
let us find refuge in the 
shadow of Your wings.  

Guard our coming and our 
going, that now and always 
we have life, hope and 
peace. Blessed are You,  
Sovereign of the Universe,  
whose shelter of peace is 
spread over us. You are our 
rock and our strength,  the 
Giver of life, the Power that  
saves us, Your love sustains 
the living. Your great 
compassion brings life to all,  
help to the fallen, heal the 
sick, freedom for the 
captives and faith to those 
who sleep in the dust. In 
compassion, You sustain the 
life of Your children.  We  
trust in You, who gives life to 
all. Blessed are You,  Source 
of all life. Let us say Amen. 

Stay safe, Saz  

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
... is on nursery rhymes, with many  thanks to Joan Dyer. 

From the clues below name the nursery rhyme/song 
character(s). The initial/initials of the character(s) are given in 
brackets. 

1. Who kissed the girls and made them cry? (G.P.) 

2. Who were sitting on the wall? (P&P) 

3. Who made the tea? (P) 

4. Who laid eggs for gentlemen? (H.P.) 

5. Who picked pepper? (P.P.) 

6. Who was irritated by a fly on his nose? (P.R.)          

7. Who had to call for the doctor to come quickly? (M.P.)  

8. Who had been to London to see the Queen? (P.C.)
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God’s Creation

One of three Redwings that 
made an appearance one 
frosty (and misty) morning 
last week.  The orange/red 
patch on its side is an 
indentifying mark.  Usually a 
countryside bird this winter 
migrant comes into gardens 
in search of fruit and worms 
in colder weather, we have 
previously seen them after 
snowfall. 

Foodbank Donations

Here’s a copy of the receipt I 
was given when I took 
chocolate oranges, hats,  

food and money to the food 
bank. Thanks to all who were 
able to contribute!

Quick Quiz Answers: 

 Answers          

1. Georgy Porgy. 

2.  Peter & Paul. 

3. Polly 

4. Hickety Pickety 

5. Peter Piper 

6. Peter Rabbit 

7. Miss Polly 

8. Pussy Cat

A Tudor Garden
Over the 35 years that we have lived in 
Broadstone, I make a decoration or wreath 
for our front door each Christmas. Every 
year is slightly different depending on the 
greenery from the garden but each one 
has a potato at its centre. This provides 
moisture for the foliage.  

Best wishes are sent to all for a Happy 
Christmas.



Joy and peace at 
Christmas to all at BURC 

from George (and Eileen) 

Jesus Christ was born at 

Christmas but is with us 

every day of the year.
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Send in 
your 

Christmas 
greetings 

for the tree!

To Everyone at Broadstone 

URC 

Very best wishes for a 

Happy Christmas and a 

Healthy New Year 

from Jim, Margaret & 

families

Wishing all 

our friends at BURC a 

Happy (and safe) 

Christmas love Janet & 

Tim Meachin and all the 

Family xxx

Happy Christmas 
and Best Wishes 

for 2021 - love from 
Janet, David & Saz

Happy, Happy Christmas 

to everybody and your 

families at BURC. It is
 so 

nice to be with you even 

though it is
 for only an 

hour each Sunday.  

GOD  BLESS, 

Anne & Father Christmas

Sending Christmas 

greetings to all our 

friends, wishing you 

a safe Christmas 

and a peaceful New 

Year.  From Gill, Ia
n, 

Karen and Paul.Christmas Greetings 

to Pat, Sheila & Joe 

with sincere thanks 

for keeping in touch.   

All good wishes for 

2021, Audrey Whiffen
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