
13 December 2020 

With each week of 
advent it seems 
that we’ve 

arranged something different 
for us all to enjoy and this 
week is no exception! It will 
start with our Pop-In special, 
with which I hope to achieve 
some of the fun and 
excitement of our usual 
festival service - though 
there will probably be fewer 
things hanging from the roof 
this year! 

We follow this up with our 
Tea and chat over zoom and 
then at 12 I will try and calm 
everyone down and we can 
gather into our first church 
meeting on zoom. We’ll start 
with opportunity to share any 
particular news that you’d 
like to bring to the church 
and then we will tackle our 
two main items. 

If you aren’t able to join the 
zoom meeting, but would 
like your view to be heard, 
please do get in touch with 
me or your elder and we can 
make sure it is read out at 
the meeting. 

It is certainly going to be a 
different meeting from any 
that’s gone before! Hope to 
see you there! 

This week’s readings: 
• Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11 
• Psalm 126 
• Luke 1.46b-55 

(Magnificat) 
• 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24; 
• John 1.6-8,19-28 

Isaiah is full of very 
memorable and powerful 
passages. This one, of 
course, was made more so 
by its being used by Jesus to 
speak about himself in Luke 
4! The chapter has two 
voices, a human agent 
anointed and sent out by 
God and the voice of God 
himself. By its powerful and 
hopeful words it actually 

paints a picture of all that 
was being faced by the 
exiled people: poverty, 
despair, brokenness and 
captivity, but God has sent 
someone to turn everything 
around! There will be 
rebuilding, freedom, healing, 
work and home, it’s going to 
be incredible. 

With the words of God in 
Chp 8 we get a glimpse of 
God’s heart. God loves 
justice, hates robbery and 
wrongdoing and God binds 
himself through covenant to 
the people he has made and 
loves. God will restore the 
people, not because they’ve 
done particularly well, but 
because of his promise. 
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13th Dec - Pop-In Festival Service - Andy Hall 
Church Open for Worship and available live on YouTube 

20th Dec - Carol Service - Martin Casey & Andy Hall 
Church Open for Worship and available live on YouTube 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
will be on YouTube only 

27th Dec - Prayers on Zoom with 
Kevin Dudman
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God’s faithfulness can be 
trusted, our hope is secure. 
This assurety will hopefully 
bring us the same joy, and fill 
us with the same praise felt 
by the poet; my soul rejoices  
in my God! 

Psalm 126 feels a little like 
Mary’s song in Luke (more on 
that in a moment). This is for 
God reason, it’s a psalm of 
celebration at the memory of 
what God has done in the 
past - possibly the return 
from Exile and the 
restoration of God’s people - 
and a turn to a plea that God 

might act again. The imagery 
might be pointing to a plea 
for rain in a time of great 
drought; the Negev running 
very dry until large rain in 
season, and the images of 
sowing and reaping do lean 
to concerns for their harvest. 

God has done it before, and 
it was like a dream it seemed 
so impossible! God can act 
again! 

The mighty one has done 
great things for me! Mary, a 
humble servant of God, 
chosen to be the mother of 
God’s son, the world’s 

saviour! Just as the psalm, 
Mary calls on the stories of 
old and as she still tried to 
grasp what is happening to 
her, she see’s the continuing 
promises of God being 
fulfilled. 

Perhaps Mary was the 
inspiration for the words in 
Thessalonians? Beginning 
“rejoice always!” and 
finishing with the words “the 
one who calls you is faithful, 
he will do it!”, very similar to 
the words of the Angel to 
Mary “no word of God will 
ever fail.” (Luke 1.37) 

Lastly, feeling a little more 
like advent rather than 
Christmas we turn to John 
the Baptist. The one to 
prepare the way, testifying to 
the light to come. This is the 
last warning of the prophets 
to get ready for the coming 
of the Messiah! John, well 

Names for the Messiah – Certainty in an Uncertain world. 

This year the news is full of uncertainty about the lead up to Christmas and the celebrations itself.  In 
these uncertain times we have the certainty of Jesus and in our Zoom Advent groups in the four weeks 
leading up to Christmas we will be exploring the names he gives for the Messiah in Isa 9:6 and 
their relevance for us today. This is an opportunity to explore the meanings of this text along with 
time for discussion, prayer and fellowship and is just one 
of the ways that BURC is helping us meet together in 
these challenging times. We will be running two groups; 
one in the evening and one afternoon. 

Evening: 7.30pm - to be finished by 9pm 
Wednesday 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd December.  

If you want to reserve a place or if you would like a prayer 
and study sheet sent to you if you don’t have access to IT 
then contact Kevin on 07825 616524 or drop him an email 
at dudmankevin@gmail.com.

Tea & Biscuits Zoom 
Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday 
morning and meet up for a virtual 
cuppa with everyone after church! 

us02web.zoom.us/j/84601225005 Photo by Rumman Amin 
on Unsplash

A Zoom link will be sent out during the week
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aware of who he was, 
baptised with water, 
encouraging people to make 
a change in their lives, to 
turn to God! He knew 
though that Jesus was 
coming, someone who’s 
greatness should make him 
unapproachable, but in the 
end, Jesus, even in his 
majesty, would be the one 
untying sandals and washing 
the tired feet of his disciples. 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s live streamed, 
Pop-In special worship can 
be found here at 10.30am on 
Sunday: 

youtu.be/AE7IITAXcfU 

Music Group

Today’s reading from the 
Gospel of John is reflected in 
the hymn ‘On Jordan’s bank 
the Baptist’s cry announces 
that the Lord is nigh’, a 
translation of a work written 
in 1736 by French priest and 
poet Charles Coffin.  Sung 
here by the Canto Deo 
Choirs in an arrangement by 
Malcolm Archer. 
youtube.com/watch?
v=zq0f0Qo6A24 

Prayer With Saz

Blessed are you, Lord our 
God, Sovereign of the 
Universe, 

The soul you have placed 
within me is pure of gold. 
You have handcrafted it, You 
will one day take it and 
restore it. My soul is deep 
within me, I make 
acknowledgment before You, 
my God and God of all 

generations. Blessed are 
You, God who restores my 
soul each day. I give thanks 
to you, that, in mercy and in 
love, you have restored my 
soul within me. Endless is 
your compassion; great is 
Your faithfulness and might. I 
thank You, for the rest you 
have given me and for the 
breath that renews my body 
and spirit. May I renew my 
soul with faith in You, Source 
of all healing and strength. 
Blessed are you, Lord our 
God, Ruler of the Universe, 
Who renews daily the work 
of creation. 

Give ear, Sovereign of the 
Universe, to my prayer, hear 
my cry for mercy. In time of 
trouble I call to You, for You 
will answer me. When pain 
and fatigue are my 
companions, let there be 
room in my heart for peace, 
love and strength. When 
days and nights are filled 
with darkness, let the light of 
great courage and might find 
its place. Help me to endure 
the suffering and dissolve 
the fear. Renew within me 
the calm spirit of your 
Shalom peace. Blessed are 
you, Source of all life. Amen. 

Stay Safe, Saz 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
This week's quiz is all about 
Christmas, appropriately  
enough.. Nuff said! 

1. Which country produces 
the most Christmas trees 
each year? 

2. Who devised the first 
Christmas cracker? 

3. Who sent the first 
Christmas card? 

4. Who banned Christmas 
puddings in England? 

5. Which famous political 
leader, who died in 1976, was 
born on Boxing Day 

6. Whose Saints Day is also 
(usually) Boxing Day? 

7. Which country administers 
Christmas Island? 

8. Which is the earlier carol: 
Silent Night? or Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing?

Next week will be our Carol Service, the planning for which is 
well under way, but we really need some volunteers to record 

video readings. We would love this to be in locations 
appropriate to the reading. So get in touch, choose a reading 

and then get creative! I can arrange to meet you with my 
Camcorder if it’s a help! Contact Martin C or Andy

https://youtu.be/AE7IITAXcfU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zq0f0Qo6A24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zq0f0Qo6A24


God’s Creation

If trees could talk, and tell of 
what they have witnessed in 
their hundreds of years of 
watching and listening – 
what we might learn!  So I 
thought looking at this 

magnificent tree at 

Kingston Lacy.  Then think of 
the Llangernyw Yew in 
Conwy estimated to be 

between 4,000-5,000 years 
old.  Then think of the 
‘Quaking Aspen’ (Utah, USA) 
growing trunks (that last a 
mere 130 years) considered 
to be from a common root 
system some 14,000 years 
old – from just after the last 
ice age.  These are wonders 
of this world of which we are 
servants.

Quick Quiz Answers: 

 1. Denmark - claimed 12 
million trees p.a. 

2. Tom Smith (1823-1869) 

3. Sir Henry Cole, in 1843. It is 
possible that, as Sir Henry had 
a major role in the introduction 
of the Penny Post, he was 
perhaps looking for a means 
to popularise that new service. 

4. Oliver Cromwell 

5. Mao-Tse-Tung 

6. St Stephen 

7. Australia 

8. Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing (the version as sung in 
current times was published in 
1758; the original text was 
written by Charles Wesley in 
c.1739; the German original of 
Silent Night was composed in 
1818, with the English version 
appearing in 1859.

A Tudor Garden
'A bountiful supply of Holly and Pyracanthus berries this year. May forecast a 
cold, hard winter to come!
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"David and Doreen Wearing would 

like to wish all members and friends 

of Broadstone URC a Peaceful 

Christmas and a Healthy 2021.  And 

thank you for making us so 

welcome when we first came to the 

church in the latter part of 2019." 

Send in 
your 

Christmas 
greetings 

for the tree!

To Everyone at 

Broadstone URC 

Very best wishes for a 

Happy Christmas and 

a 

Healthy New Year 

from Jim, Margaret & families
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