
6 December 2020 

What a week for Good 
News! We have finished our 
second Lockdown and just as 
we are emerging (albeit only 
into tier 2) we hear the 
announcement of a vaccine! 
This is all really good news, 
but cannot compare to the 
announcement of our 
Christmas Service Schedule! 
This Sunday we will be re-
opening the church and 
conducting the service in 
person. The service will also 
be streamed live via YouTube  
and so you can choose 
whether to come, or to stay 
at home. If you do want to 
come, then please get in 
touch with Janet to book 
your pew (You can in fact 
have a whole one to 
yourself!) 

This week will be a 
communion service led by 
Kevin and the sermon 
recorded by our current 
Moderator, Peter Pay! 

This week’s readings: 
• Isaiah 40.1-11 
• Psalm 85.1-2,8-13 
• 2 Peter 3.8-15a 
• Mark 1.1-8 

This weeks reading from 
Isaiah is heavily echoed by 
John the Baptist but why is it 
so important?  

Isaiah 40 is a pivotal moment 
in the book of Isaiah. Despair 
has over taken the exiles and 
the Babylonians who hold 
them are feeling invincible; 
both have excluded God 
from their lives.  

God’s word to his people is 
‘comfort’ and it’s a lot more 
powerful than the delivery of 
a better sofa. Exile is a place 
without comfort, instead an 
overwhelming sense of 
brokenness and rejection; 

comfort just doesn’t seem 
possible.  

God is doing something 
new, he is about to change 
the fortunes of his people 
forever, so prepare a new 
highway in the desert, 
because you’re all going 
home and God is going to 
lead you! This, interestingly, 
is a slant on John’s words 
that is often not emphasised. 
The highway was a road for 
God, absolutely, but this new 
way in the wilderness was a 
path home for an exiled 
people, a new road from 
Babylon back to Jerusalem! 
When we are told to prepare 
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6th Dec - Communion - Kevin Dudman & Peter Pay 
Church Open for Worship and available live on YouTube 

13th Dec - Pop-In Festival Service - Andy Hall 
Church Open for Worship and available live on YouTube 

20th Dec - Carol Service - Martin Casey & Andy Hall 
Church Open for Worship and available live on YouTube 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
will be on YouTube only 

27th Dec - Prayers on Zoom with 
Kevin Dudman

https://unsplash.com/@garethharper?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/christmas?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@maxvonbeck?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/advent?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


the way, yes we should 
reflect on the state of our 
hearts that we can receive 
God, but also, we must be 
prepared for the Good news 
that God will use a new road 
to take us home, away from 
despair and into joy! 

This is all reenforced 
somewhat by Mark’s account 
of John using these words as 
the ‘beginning of the good 
news about Jesus the 
Messiah’ He is going to lead 
us home. Part of that route 
home needs change. We 

need to be able to recognise 
and follow Jesus, we need to 
be able to let go of the 
things that might trap us in 
Babylon, so that we can 
make the trip home to the 
bright lights of Zion! The 
weight of that transformation 
isn’t left on us though, Jesus 
comes with a new baptism; 
the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, the one sent to equip 
us for that journey.  

Our Psalm reflects in praise 
very similar themes; the 
springing up of faithfulness 

and the salvation which is 
near to us all, the coming 
together of peace and 
righteousness and the 
fruitfulness of it all. This is 
the goodness of God that 
we all see in Jesus. 

2 Peter is a book full of the 
power of God, and towards 
the end of the letter, Peter 
tries to answer the question: 
“if God is so powerful, what’s 
he waiting for?” Peter argues 
that God works in a different 
understanding of time, but 
more importantly, we have 
this time to patiently live 
followers of Jesus, to 
prepare ourselves for his 
coming, to build that 
highway in the wasteland, 
make the paths straight and 
smooth with lives lived under 
His guidance. Come Lord 
Jesus! 

Names for the Messiah – Certainty in an Uncertain world. 

This year the news is full of uncertainty about the lead up to Christmas and the celebrations itself.  In 
these uncertain times we have the certainty of Jesus and in our Zoom Advent groups in the four weeks 
leading up to Christmas we will be exploring the names he gives for the Messiah in Isa 9:6 and 
their relevance for us today. This is an opportunity to explore the meanings of this text along with 
time for discussion, prayer and fellowship and is just one of the ways that BURC is helping us meet 
together in these challenging times. We will be running 
two groups; one in the evening and one afternoon. 

Afternoon: 3.30pm - to be finished by 5.00pm 
Tuesday 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd December  

Evening: 7.30pm - to be finished by 9pm 
Wednesday 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd December.  

If you want to reserve a place or if you would like a prayer 
and study sheet sent to you if you don’t have access to IT 
then contact Kevin on 07825 616524 or drop him an email 
at dudmankevin@gmail.com.

Tea & Biscuits Zoom 
Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday 
morning and meet up for a virtual 
cuppa with everyone after church! 

us02web.zoom.us/j/82520872804 Photo by Rumman Amin 
on Unsplash

A Zoom link will be sent out during the week
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On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s live streamed 
worship can be found here at 
10.30am on Sunday: 

youtu.be/f5kHPeY2A4A 

Music Group

‘Christ be our light‘ by 
Bernadette Farrell is a 
favourite hymn of many, 
appropriate at any time and  

especially for Advent, and 
the more so this year.  The 
words are included and the 
singers are not named. 
youtube.com/watch?
v=ZJq3bhdgQoc 

Prayer With Saz

Blessed are You, Source of all 
Being and Existence. We 
proclaim Your great holiness 
on earth as it is proclaimed 

in the high heavens. In the 
words of Your prophet we 
say: “Holy, holy, holy, is the 
God of all being, the fullness 
of the whole earth is God’s 
glory.” 

Source of our strength and 
power, Sovereign God, how 
majestic is Your great 
presence in all the earth and 
above! 

Blessed is the glory of God 
in heaven and earth. You 
alone are our God, our 
Source and our Creator. You 
are our Ruler, our King and 
our Helper; and in Your 
mercy, You reveal Yourself in 
the sight of all the living: “I 
am Your Eternal God.” 

The Eternal One shall reign 
forever, Almighty God, O 
Zion, from generation to 
generation, halleluyah!  

You are holy; awesome is 
Your great name; there is no 
God but You. The God of all 
being and existence is 
exalted by justice and love; 
the holy. God is sanctified by 
righteousness. Blessed is the 
Eternal, who rules in holiness 
and majesty. And all God's 
people say Amen.  

Stay safe, Saz. 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
This week's quiz is on Pantomimes [Oh no, it isn’t…] 

Sorry…..😀  

1. The Cinderella story also provides the plot for two 
operas. Name either of the composers. 

2. In what century did the real 'Dick [Richard] Whittington' 
live? 

3. A famous statue by Sir George Frampton commemorates 
Peter Pan. Where is it situated? 

4. What word (beginning with the letter 'A') describes the 
attribution of human traits, emotions, or intentions to 
animals and other non-human entities such as in Puss in 
Boots and similar pantomimes/fairy tales? 

5. Who is (usually) Aladdin's mother? 

6. Who wrote the original story of The Wizard of Oz? 

7. What does the giant say that he will make with "the 
ground-up bones of an English man" (ie Jack)? 

8. In the latest (Disney) version of Beauty And The Beast, 
who played the eponymous characters?

Happy birthday 

John 
Evans! 70
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The Church, Yarn With  
Yarn: Poole Food Bank

Thank you to all who 
contributed to this 
collection.  We have 74 hats 
and 76 chocolate oranges to 
take to the Poole Food Bank. 
In addition we received £160 
of which £30 was spent on 
the chocolates and the 
balance will be donated to 
the foodbank, together 
which some tinned and 
packaged food items. 

The pile of 74 hats! 

Thank you! 

Pat Johnson 

Pauline Jenkins

Pauline’s funeral will be held 
at 10am on Friday 11th 
December 2020, at North 
Cemetery, Bournemouth. 

The service is being 
conducted by Revd Martin 
Ambler. Places are very 
limited, so you will need to 
speak to Janet if you’d like 
to attend. 

A Tudor Garden
Beech trees in Roman road and the Acer Glade at Kingston Lacy



Offertory Envelopes 
2021

In these exceptional times 
the offertory envelopes for 
next year will be delivered to 
the homes of those of you 
who use this scheme ready 
for use in January.  We would 
like to recommend the use of 
a Standing Order which we 
have personally found so 
useful since the first 
lockdown.   

Firstly, how many find 
ourselves in possession of 
cash to put in the envelope 
each week? And then there 
is the question of getting it 
to our Treasurer.    

We solved these problems 
by making a Standing Order 
and, knowing that our 
offering to church life is 
taken care of each month, 
has been such a relief and a 
blessing.   A phone call to 
Martin Sales will give you the 
information you need to set 
one up because we none of 
us know just how long life 
will remain abnormal.   And 
finally, because delivering 
these envelopes will take a 
little while, we apologise in 
advance if we don’t have the 
opportunity to stop and 
chat. We think of you all and 
look forward to the time 
when we will all meet again. 

Val and Mick Rowberry 

God’s Creation

There was much excitement 
on the bird table this 
morning with Goldfinches 
and a Nuthatch, but all too 
fleet of foot (or wing) to be 
photographed - so for 
another time.  Instead, for 
Broadstone local interest, 
having lived in Broadstone 
on-and-off for 45 years, I had 
not spotted until recently this 
little section of the 
Blackwater Stream (the 
genuine one), one of the 
tributaries that comes down 
from Corfe Hills.  It goes into 
a culvert where I am standing 
to take the photograph. 

Get in Touch

Rev Andy Hall 

01202 698638 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz Answers: 

 1.  Rossini (La Cenerentola) 
and Massenet (Cendrillon) 

2.  14th/15 century - he lived 
from c.1354 to1423 

3.  Kensington Gardens 
(erected 1912) 

Incidentally, there are also 
(six) replica castings in 
Brussels (Egmont Park, 
1924); St John's, Canada 
(Bowring Park, 1925); 
Camden NJ (Johnson Park, 
1926); Perth, WA (Queens 
Gardens, 1927); Liverpool 
(Sefton Park, 1928); Toronto 
(Glenn Gold Park, 1929) 

4.  Anthropomorphic. 

5.  Widow Twankey. 

6.  L. Frank Baum (1900) 

7.  Bread 

8.  Emma Watson and Dan 
Stevens 

Last weeks answers - sorry!  

1.  Cecil B de Mille 

2.  E Nesbit (female author of 
The Railway Children) 

3. Dwight D Eisenhower 

4.  F W de Klerk 

5. O J Simpson 

6. J P Morgan 

7.  A  A Milne 

8. J Edgar Hoover
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"David and Doreen Wearing would 

like to wish all members and friends 

of Broadstone URC a Peaceful 

Christmas and a Healthy 2021.  And 

thank you for making us so 

welcome when we first came to the 

church in the latter part of 2019." 

Send in 
your 

Christmas 
greetings 

for the tree!
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