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Even in the toughest of 
times there is one 
great moment in 

history that I hope will always 
bring us a spark of joy: 
Christmas. I don’t mean the 
presents and the tinsel, I 
don’t mean idilic family 
gatherings playing silly 
games around a warming log 
fire, or even the incredible 
array of food. All that is 
amazing, but it’s often not 
the case for everyone, and 
yet, there is still a spark of 
joy; for God became one of 
us. Into very harsh times, 
Jesus was born; God came 
among us!  

Perhaps this year more than 
ever it is good to devote this 
advent time to opening our 
hearts to the coming of 
Christ. To celebrate that he 
came, God’s great salvation, 
and to be open even more 
to his coming into our lives 
each day. 

This week’s readings: 
• Isaiah 64.1-9 
• Psalm 80.1-7,17-19 
• 1 Corinthians 1.3-9 
• Mark 13.24-37 

Our reading from Isaiah is 
powerful prayer of praise, 
confession and faith that in 
many ways is quite fitting to 
our first steps into advent. 

It is set in the place of exile 
and great loss, all that they 
knew is gone. The prayer 
begins with the great plea 
that God would tear open 
the heavens and come 
down. This alone could be a 
profound prayer for advent. 
It is born out of a feeling that 
they have been left by God 
to fend for themselves and I 
wonder how many in this 
world feel that right now?  

The prayer moves into a time 
of remembering all that God 
has done and his 
incomparable power! Why 
then does God not act? 
Israel begins to recognise 
the state of the people, even 
their best efforts at 
faithfulness are worthless. 

Many would stop and stay in 
this place of self-reflection 
and guilt, but Israel is lifted 
by faith. The one they pray 
to is their Father and the 
great potter. Their life is in 
God’s hands and despite all 
that is seen around, the loss 
and devastation there is still 

hope in God, their Father 
and ours and the one who 
can give a new future to all. 

Our Psalm echos much of 
the sentiment of Isaiah, 
pleading with God to act, to 
restore and to look upon the 
people with love that they 
may be saved. Those closing 
verses feel quite prophetic as 
a plea for the coming of the 
Messiah, the one who would 
inspire increased and 
enduring loyalty. 

Apocalyptic writing is always 
hard to read and understand. 
What we see on the surface 
seems rarely to be what was 
meant by the writer and so it 
seams with our passage from 
Mark. We might instantly see 
this as a picture of the 
second coming, but I am 
quite persuaded that it was a 
lot more about the 1st 
Century than a picture of a 
future yet known. The 
chapter before this contains 
subtle messages to “let the 
reader understand” and 
Jesus himself says this will 
happen very soon. This 
rather supports the 
interpretation that this was a 
strong message of warning 
in the lead up to the 
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destruction of the Temple by 
invading forces in AD70. This 
was an incredibly dark and 
violent time and the end of 
Jewish Temple life as it had 
been known. 

What seems a little confusing 
is the passage about Jesus 
coming on the clouds. Tom 
Wright (yes him again!) 
argues that this is Jesus 
coming into heaven, not 
arriving on earth and the 
sending of the angels is a 
description of the sending of 
messengers across the earth 

with the message of the 
Gospel; both of which fit 
pretty well in terms of 
ascension and mission. 

The end is a return to Jesus 
warning to run. Don’t stay in 
Jerusalem and try and see it 
through with a miss-guided 
faith in the Temple, just run! 

Corinthians is a welcome 
step back from Apocalypse 
to seeking the gifts of the 
Spirit. As a people enriched 
in every way through the 
grace and peace of God, we 

do not lack the spiritual gifts 
we need as we wait for Christ 
to be revealed. This sense of 
Christ being revealed is, for 
me, a much better picture of 
Christ’s second coming, a 
time when God’s kingdom 
will appear and be fully 
known. Until that time, Jesus 
will keep us standing firm 
and we will know that God is 
faithful as we come and go 
in our faithfulness and 
commitment just like the 
Israelites of Isaiah. 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s live streamed 
worship can be found here at 
10.30am on Sunday: 

youtu.be/R1R6AKgOBxs 

Names for the Messiah – Certainty in an Uncertain world. 

This year the news is full of uncertainty about the lead up to Christmas and the celebrations itself.  In 
these uncertain times we have the certainty of Jesus and in our Zoom Advent groups in the four weeks 
leading up to Christmas we will be exploring the names he gives for the Messiah in Isa 9:6 and 
their relevance for us today. This is an opportunity to explore the meanings of this text along with 
time for discussion, prayer and fellowship and is just one of the ways that BURC is helping us meet 
together in these challenging times. We will be running 
two groups; one in the evening and one afternoon. 

Afternoon: 3.30pm - to be finished by 5.00pm 
Tuesday 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd December  

Evening: 7.30pm - to be finished by 9pm 
Wednesday 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd December.  

If you want to reserve a place or if you would like a prayer 
and study sheet sent to you if you don’t have access to IT 
then contact Kevin on 07825 616524 or drop him an email 
at dudmankevin@gmail.com.

Tea & Biscuits Zoom 
Follow this link at 11.30 on Sunday 
morning and meet up for a virtual 
cuppa with everyone after church! 

us02web.zoom.us/j/82587093216 Photo by Rumman Amin 
on Unsplash

A Zoom link will be sent out during the week

https://youtu.be/R1R6AKgOBxs
mailto:dudmankevin@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82587093216
https://unsplash.com/@rumanamin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/tea-and-biscuit?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Music Group

For the first Sunday in 
Advent, 'The Advent Candle' 
by Bob Chilcott, sung by the 
Choral Scholars of the 
Cathedral Choir School of 
Delaware.  The text is in the 
page below the video, "... a 
candle to lighten our 
darkness and bring us to 
your door..." youtube.com/
watch?v=79pFRqk4QQU  

God Be With Us

Be with me, Almighty God. I 
feel so lost and helpless.  
Help me and give me 
strength to combat pain and 
fear. Show me how to put my 
concern into perspective. 
Teach me to have hope and 
faith in the everyday of life. 
Thank you for today's 
blessings, for tomorrow's 
hope, and for Your abiding 
love. 

Teach me always to believe 
in power to return to life, to 
hope, and to You, no matter 
what pains I have endured, 
no matter how far I have 
strayed from You. 

Revive me, so I can embrace 
life with you in joy, in 
passion, in peace. And all 
God's people say Amen 

Pauline Jenkins

It is with great sadness I have 
to tell you that our dear 
friend Pauline Jenkins has 
died. 

Pauline’s daughter Kay had 
moved her into the Bourne 
View care home where she 
died peacefully in her sleep. 

We will all remember her 
family at this sad time. 

The Church, Yarn With 
Yarn: Poole Food Bank

I will be in the church car 
park this coming Saturday, 
28th, afternoon, from 2.30 
until 3.30, for “drive-by” 
donations  There will be a 
box into which you can put 
any donations of oranges (or 
money if you would like me 
to buy them) and knitting.  
Hopefully it will not be 
raining.   

If you have any donations of 
food for the Food Bank, I will 
be happy to take them and 
deliver when I take the 
oranges down to Poole.  Any 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
The week's theme is 'Famous Initials': famous people 
whose names are habitually referred to (or generally known 
by) one or more initials in front of the surname.  

All you need to do is give the person's first name(s) and/or 
initial. As a clue, we have added the source of their fame 
after the surname. So, for example, the answer for 'Grace 
(cricketer)' would be 'W G Grace'. 

Once again, many thanks to Paul Dyer for his research. 

1. DeMille. (filmmaker) 

2. Nesbit (English author) 

3. Eisenhower. (soldier and statesman). 

4. de Klerk. (South African politician & Prime Minister at the 
time of Nelson Mandela's release from Robben Island). 

5. Simpson. (notorious American football player). 

6. Morgan. (American financier and banker) 

7. Milne. (English author) 

8. Hoover. (first director of the FBI). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79pFRqk4QQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79pFRqk4QQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79pFRqk4QQU


queries, or you would like 
me to collect from your 
doorstep, please phone me 
on 01202 694747. 

PLEASE NOTE: It is 
anticipated that there will 
be tree works opposite the 
church and it is suggested 
that you approach the 
church from the Springdale 
traffic lights.  This will mean 
that the current exit will be 
both entrance and exit for 
cars. Please drive with care. 

Pat Johnson 

Offertory Envelopes 2021

In these exceptional times 
the offertory envelopes for 
next year will be delivered to 
the homes of those of you 
who use this scheme ready 
for use in January.  We would 
like to recommend the use of 
a Standing Order which we 
have personally found so 
useful since the first 
lockdown.  Firstly, how many 
find ourselves in possession 
of cash to put in the 
envelope each week? And 
then there is the question of 
getting it to our Treasurer.   

We solved these problems 
by making a Standing Order 
and, knowing that our 
offering to church life is 
taken care of each month, 
has been such a relief and a 
blessing.   A phone call to 
Martin Sales will give you the 
information you need to set 
one up because we none of 
us know just how long life 
will remain abnormal.   And 
finally, because delivering 
these envelopes will take a 
little while, we apologise in 
advance if we don’t have the 
opportunity to stop and 

A Tudor Garden This week's photos are of the lovely Autumn colours at Kingston Lacy



chat. We think of you all and 
look forward to the time 
when we will all meet again. 

Val and Mick Rowberry 

God’s Creation

For want of a tenuous link to 
Advent, the start of a new 
church year is like the start of 
a journey and this can often 
be by sea!  Here is a picture 
of Seacombe; sitting, looking 
at this scene, I thought how 
marvellous is our world to 
host liquid water - not too 
hot, not too cold, how 
immense and powerful is the 
sea, and yet, as we now 
know, how fragile. Let us all 
do whatever we can to 
protect it, please. 

Get in Touch

Rev Andy Hall 

01202 698638 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz Answers: 

 The answers (& full names) , 1.  Cecil B de Mille 
2.  E Nesbit (female author of The Railway Children), 3. Dwight D Eisenhower 
4.  F W de Klerk, 5. O J Simpson, 6. J P Morgan, 7.  A  A Milne,  
8. J Edgar Hoover

Minute for 
MISSION : Routes to Roots

Routes to Roots is founded on Christian principles and 
seeks to help all homeless, newly homed and vulnerably 
housed adults in Poole regardless of their faith. At drop-ins, 
we provide basic necessities, such as hot food, clothing and 
sleeping bags; we assist clients to engage with agencies 
such as the addictions team, health workers and the Job 
Centre. We aim to achieve long-term outcomes for our 
clients through participation in motivational and wellbeing 
projects which boost self-confidence and self-worth, expand 
and develop skills, promote a sense of belonging and 
encourage integration into the local community.  

We are currently unable to provide our indoor meal 
provision but are continuing to offer take-away lunches on 
the five weekdays serving up to 18 people. 

Over the last year at Routes to Roots, we have been 
working extremely hard to convert 104 Hill Street, a former 
Baptist church, into a centre for help for the homeless of 
Poole. Work is going well, but £25,000 is still needed to 
complete the project.  This is the goal of our Christmas 
Appeal.  

If you would like to support Routes to Roots, please do so 
by means of a cheque made out to “Broadstone URC” with 
Routes to Roots on the back (so that we may know that this 
is what your cheque is for and can claim the gift aid).  
Please either send the cheque to Martin Sales, (50 Chalbury 
Close, BH17 8BS) or put it in the church post box.  Please 
do not send cash.
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