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This week is filled with 
significant moments 
for our country and 

our world. The one that 
effects us most immediately 
is our country’s national 
lockdown. It means churches 
will all be shutting again, 
except for services like 
foodbanks and support 
groups. Many of you are very 
used to keeping safe and 
isolated, but please do reach 
out to your Elder or to me if 
you have anything you need 
help with, or just want a chat 
or a prayer. 

Election time in American is 
significant for the world and 
in fact I was reading the 
guide for the Advent Study 
that’s coming up which 
compared the coming of a 
new king in Old Testament 
times to the exuberance of a 
US election! Jesus redefines 
what it means to be a King 
and we can all pray that 
Jesus true ways are seen in 
the actions and decisions of 
the next President. 

Lastly, and putting all other 
concerns into the shade, is 
our act of remembrance. 
However bad 2020 might be, 

it will never compare to the 
horrors of war. I will be 
recording our remembrance 
service this week which will 
include a reflection from 
Martin Ambler, who was due 
to lead worship at 
Broadstone. I hope that in all 
these moments we can turn 
to God and seek his peace 
and guidance for the days 
ahead.  

This week’s readings: 
• Amos 5.18-24 
• Psalm 70 
• 1 Thessalonians 4.13-18 
• Matthew 25.1-13 

Our Old Testament reading 
from Amos always brings me 

to a stop. Much of our 
church life is focussed 
around acts of worship, yet 
here we have God voicing 
his great displeasure at the 
worship that is offered by his 
own people. Whilst it might 
meet the requirements of 
religious life, it has no impact 
on the day to day life of the 
people or the policies of the 
nation. The songs, prayers 
and liturgies of Sunday have 
little or no meaning if we’re 
not prepared to live them 
out on Monday. God longs 
for a world of justice and 
righteousness, not just one 
full of churches singing 
songs. 

Broadstone &  
Blandford URC

broadstoneurc.org  -  blandfordurc.com

Postal Church
No. 34

A Tudor Garden
Poppies in the local fields in honour of Remembrance Day.  
Also a photo of the newly renovated Memorial garden in 
Poole Park with its beautiful summer bedding plants



Psalm 70 feels like quite a 
personal plea for help. 
David’s situation maybe 
quite different from ours, but 
the honesty and openness 
with which he comes to God 
need not be any different; 
‘Come quickly to me, O 
God!’ 

As we remember so many 
who have lost their lives in 
war and in service, 
Thessalonians brings 
renewed hope as we are 
reminded of the power of 
Jesus death and resurrection.  
His resurrection is for us and 
all who have already died; 
we will all be united in that 
indescribable moment of 
Jesus return. 

It is quite easy with our story 
from Matthew to get lost in 

the details. The wedding 
setting is full of imagery that 
really doesn’t sit well with 
big white dresses and the 
bridegroom stood waiting at 
the front of a big old church. 
The story Jesus tells, 
however, would be a lot 
more familiar to his listeners, 
so we shouldn’t dwell too 
much on that, or even on the 
meaning of the oil. This is a 
simple story about being 
wise, instead of foolish and 
doing everything that can be 
done to be ready. The 
biggest part of that 
preparation is the simple 
recognition that God’s 
kingdom has come in Jesus, 
so get to know him and be 
known by him! 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship can be 
found here: 

youtu.be/lvMJ6OnwVtA 

This week includes archive 
worship from BURC! 

Music Group

For this Remembrance 
Sunday, the setting by Sir 
John Tavener of the 
Exhortation (They shall not 
grow old …) and Kohima 
Epitaph (When you go home 
…) youtube.com/watch?
v=ojtneBOIVFA and 
youtube.com/watch?
v=lZFwu0gRGgA, sung by 
The Sixteen.  

Names for the Messiah: an Advent Study Group Based on Isaiah 9:6.

Although we are still at the end of October many people are already preparing for Christmas. With all 
the buzz and rushing around that many of us do at this time of the year it is easy to become distracted 
from the whole purpose of Christmas.  But this where Advent comes in, the season of the church given 
over to the spiritual preparation for Christmas.    

To help us do this this BURC will be running one or more Advent groups over Zoom during the four 
weeks leading up to Christmas. These will be an opportunity to explore the meanings of the four words 
in Isaiah 9:6 used to describe the coming Messiah and 
their meanings for us today, alongside  some time for 
prayer and finishing with virtual fellowship over coffee.   

If you are interested please speak to  Kevin at Church or 
contact him on 07825 616524 or by email at  
dudmankevin@gmail.com, letting him know  your 
preference  for a daytime or an evening group. If you 
would like to be involved but do not have access to IT 
Kevin would be happy to arrange a mediation sheet for 
each week so you can still be included.  

https://youtu.be/lvMJ6OnwVtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojtneBOIVFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojtneBOIVFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojtneBOIVFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZFwu0gRGgA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lZFwu0gRGgA
mailto:dudmankevin@gmail.com


God Be With Us

Blessed are you, Sovereign 
of the universe, Source of all 
knowledge, wisdom and 
strength 

Bless the health care 
professionals scientists and 
medical researchers around 
the world with insight, skill 
and dedication as they fight 
the coronavirus so that their 
work may be honoured in 
your sight 

Source of life and creation 
Grant public health and 
government officials the 
knowledge, strength and 
wisdom to act swiftly and 
wisely, with compassion and 
understanding, in service to 
humankind and the common 
good, fighting this outbreak 
of this deadly virus and other 
diseases that still plague the 
planet, destroying nations 
and communities, young and 
old. 

Rock of Ages and foundation 
bring an end to all suffering, 
so that all may know Your 
great compassion and Your 
grace. 

Blessed are you, Sovereign 
of the universe, Source of all 
life and creation. And all 
God's people say Amen.  

The Church, Yarn With 
Yarn: Poole Food Bank

Would you like to help the 
Poole Food Bank at 
Christmas?  
Members of Yarn with Yarn 
are hoping that members of 
the congregation would like 
to donate Chocolate 
Oranges for the Food Bank.  
Yarn with Yarn will then knit 
as many little hats as 
possible and we will take 
them down to Poole 
sometime in December.   

Hopefully in the next issue of 
Postal Church, we will be 
able to give some idea of 
how the oranges will be 
collected.  For further 
information, please phone 
Pat Johnson – 01020 694747 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
This week's quiz centres on World War 1 and 
Remembrance Sunday 

1. The words "We will remember them" are taken from the 
poem 'For The Fallen'. Who wrote it? 

2. In which Belgian town is the Menin Gate located? 

3. In what year was the British Legion founded? 

4. Who designed the Cenotaph in Whitehall? 

5. From which language is the word 'Cenotaph 'derived? 

6. From its selection in France, the coffin of the Unknown 
Warrier stopped overnight before being buried in 
Westminster Abbey. Whereabouts was the stopover? (A 
plaque commemorates the event) 

7. Commonwealth War Graves commemorate not only 
those killed in combat but other causes - while in service - 
such as those that died in training accidents, air raids and 
due to specific non-military phenomena. What is the latter? 

8. Who, traditionally, have their bouquets laid at the tomb 
of the Unknown Warrior in Westminster Abbey?



Our Creator God's World

Did anyone see 
Autumnwatch on 
Wednesday?  Included was a 
discussion about HedgeHog 
Highways - as hedgehogs 
roam typically a mile a night 
looking for food, a route into 
and out of our gardens are 
important if we want to 
continue to see these little 
wonders and to halt their 
decline in numbers.  A hole 
in the fence 5" x 5" is 
sufficient.  It is also helpful to 
leave a wild patch in the 
garden (hurrah! an excuse!). 

We have now received the 
Christmas catalogues from 
Traidcraft and the range of 
Christmas cards and gifts can 
also be viewed on their 
website 
(www.traidcraftshop.co.uk).  
If you see anything you 
would like we can order it for 
you, post free. We are 
expecting a rush on 
Christmas cards and 
products due to the 
lockdown so please get your 
orders to us as soon as 
possible to avoid 
disappointment.  Please 
note, we are not carrying any 
Christmas stock this year and 
are purely ordering on 
request.  This includes cards. 

If you would like a catalogue, 
please give us a call and we 
will endeavour to drop one 
round to you on our daily 
exercise.   

We would urge you to 
support Traidcraft at this 
time, as their third world 
partners struggle against the 
economic effects of 
COVID-19.   

Please contact us on 
ian@igkpmcdonald.plus.com 
or 01202 602538 to place an 
order or for more 
information.  We aim to 
place orders on a Monday to 
receive delivery by Friday.   

Gill and Ian.   

Mask-Arade for 
Remembrance

Another mask made by my 
step-daughter; this time a 
poppy one in aid of the 
Royal British Legion 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz Answers 

1. Laurence Binyon, first published in The Times in 
September 1914. 2. Ypres 3. 1921 4. Sir Edwin 
Lutyens 5. The word "cenotaph" derives from the 
Greek word 'kenotaphion' (kenos, meaning 
"empty", and taphos, “tomb"). 6. Victoria Station, 
London. 7. Disease, such as the 1919 Spanish Flu 
epidemic. 8. Royal brides.
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Adriano picking tea at Kibena. 
Photo: Richard Else. 

 
 

 

Adriano’s story 
For tea plucker Adriano Kalili, the fair wage he receives means he has been able to build a three-
bedroom house for his wife, Alizeta, and their three children – and the Fairtrade premium has 
helped to provide the roof. 

"I have built my house using money from tea plucking," 
said Adriano, who has worked for Kibena Tea in 
southern Tanzania since 1996. "It is made from mud 
bricks. The Kibena Tea Fair Trade Fund have given 
me iron sheets to roof my house." 

The fair trade fund at Kibena (KTFTF) administers the 
Fairtrade premium and Adriano is just one of many 
workers whose homes have been improved through 
the provision of iron sheeting for their roofs. 

Adriano has moved to the area because of work. His 
wife and children – Adela, Thomas and Ally – live in 
another village. Every two months he travels half a day 
by bus to visit them. 

Working at Kibena means he is able to pay the school 
fees for his daughter, Adela, and help with the cost of 
schooling two orphaned relatives too.  

"I would like to improve the lives of my children," he said. 
"I would like them to go to secondary school and higher 
education, so they can work in a good position." 

Adriano's working day is made a little easier as he is the 
proud owner of a bicycle, which he bought in 1999. Using it to move from field to field can save 
him up to 25 minutes at a time - helping him to reach his target of six baskets of tea each day.  

Adriano's journeys to and from home are also safer, thanks to a local cycle track paid for with the 
Fairtrade premium. 

His working pattern is to pluck tea from 7.30am to 5.30pm six days a week, with a half-hour break 
for lunch, which is "makanda" - maize and beans. On Sundays he attends the Roman Catholic 
church in Igailo village, where he lives. 

When asked what message he had for people in the UK, Adriano said: "Please continue buying 
tea from Kibena to help us to improve our life conditions."  
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