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elcome to issue 

number 33 of 

Postal Church, our 

weekly worship and news.   

Matthew 5:6 – Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, for they 

shall be satisfied. 

 

This week’s readings: 

• Psalm 34 v. 1-10, 22 

• Matthew 5 v.1-12  

• 1 John 3 v.1-3 

• Revelation 7 v.9-17 

Two threads of my thinking 

crossed at this point.  The 

first was – with All Saints’ Day 

on Sunday – who are our 

present day saints and 

prophets?  Andy has 

previously mentioned 

Prophet David 

(Attenborough) in the 

context of the caring for 

creation – the whole of the 

natural world.  Not only 

because it is the life-support 

system for us as human 

beings, which we disregard at 

our peril, but in Christian 

thinking it is to be valued for 

its own sake as a gift from 

God.  More recently in the 

news is St. Marcus (Rashford).  

Amongst the news on the 

sports pages here is a news 

story with a difference.  

Following his successful 

campaign to feed children on 

the free school meal list 

through the summer 

holidays, Marcus Rashford is 

back this week showing his 

drive and determination with 

a new campaign focussing on 

food poverty, urging an 

extension of free school 

meals for those families who 

newly find themselves 

struggling with food 

insecurity. 

This is the connection with 

the Beatitude.  Not literally 

the lack of sustenance, but 

that hunger and thirst are 

here used to describe the 

level of motivation required.  

In 1st century AD, Jesus’ 

listeners appreciated that he 

was not talking about a pang 

of hunger that could be 

satisfied by elevenses, or 

thirst satisfied by a visit to 

the coffee shop; Jesus was 

talking about life-threatening 

hunger in a subsistence 

society or life-threatening 

thirst in a hot desert 

sandstorm.  Jesus turns this 

around and commends a life-

affirming hunger or thirst for 

right thinking and right 

action – such as we applaud 

in David Attenborough or 

Marcus Rashford.  

The challenge for us – in our 

own patch and in these 

strange times – is to feel that 

thirst and to be today’s saints 

and prophets. 

Martin Casey 

On-Line Worship 

Here is the link to this 

Sunday’s service: 

https://youtu.be/-

9ZaOGDEzmI  

Get in touch 

Andy, our minister, can be 

reached on 01202 698638 or 

minister@broadstoneurc.org 

 

Shoe boxes 

Thank you to everyone who 

supported the Link to Hope 

shoebox appeal, and a 

special thank you to Janet 

Meachin who put together 

most of the 69 shoe boxes of 

love that we sent. 
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Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
Will your Bonfire Night go with a bang?  Or will it 

be washed out? 

If the latter, console yourself with testing how 

much do you know about Guy Fawkes and the 

Gunpowder Plot. 

Enjoy! 

1. The Gunpowder Plot took place in 1605. Who 

was King at that time? 

2. Who was the ringleader of the Conspiracy? 

3. How many barrels of gunpowder are said to 

have been hidden under the House of Lords? 

Answers can be deemed correct if +/- 2 of the 

exact number. 

4. Who received a letter of warning about the 

planned attack on the House of Lords? 

5. What subsequently happened to that letter? 

6. Where was the shootout which ended the 

attempted uprising in the Midlands following 

the discovery of Fawkes and the Plot? 

7. What do children ask for when they take their 

guy around the streets? 

8. What happens as a consequence of Guy Fawkes’ 

plot today? 

Music Group 

Maybe slightly off my brief of 

anthems the Music Group 

would sing, but here – for All 

Saints’ Day, and from our 

reading from Revelations – is 

“O, how glorious is the 

kingdom, in which all the 

saints rejoice with Christ!  

Arrayed in white robes, they 

follow the Lamb, wherever 

He goes.” (Revelation 7 v.9.)  

Written by Tomás Luis de 

Victoria (1548-1611) and 

sung by The Monteverdi 

Choir (in Latin, sorry!). 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=feAT-Kxw5rc  

 

Advent study group 

Names for the Messiah: An 

Advent Study group based 

on Isaiah 9:6. 

Although we are only just in 

November many people are 

already preparing for 

Christmas.  With all the buzz 

and rushing around that 

many of us do at this time of 

the year it is easy to become 

distracted from the whole 

purpose of Christmas.  But 

this is where Advent comes 

in, the season of the church 

given over to the spiritual 

preparation for Christmas.    

To help us do this 

Broadstone URC will be 

running one or more Advent 

groups over Zoom during 

the four weeks leading up to 

Christmas. These will be an 

opportunity to explore the 

meanings of the four words 

in Isaiah 9:6 used to describe 

the coming Messiah, and 

their meanings for us today, 

alongside some time for 

prayer and finishing with 

virtual fellowship over a 

cuppa.  If you are interested 

please speak to Kevin at 

Church or contact him on 

07825 616524 or by email at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feAT-Kxw5rc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feAT-Kxw5rc


dudmankevin@gmail.com  

letting him know  your 

preference  for a daytime or 

an evening group. If you 

would like to be involved but 

do not have access to IT 

Kevin would be happy to 

arrange a meditation sheet 

for each week so you can still 

be included. 

Caring for God’s creation 

Cecilia received a book for 

her birthday about seahorses 

(by local naturalists Steve 

Trewhella & Julie Hatcher); 

thus prompted, here is a 

picture of a Spiny (or Long-

snouted) Seahorse, one of 

the two seahorses to be seen 

around our coast.  These are 

under threat of extinction but 

were recently seen in 

Studland Bay in the largest 

number since 2008 (maybe 

because there have been 

fewer boats since lockdown 

started). 

Minute for mission – Crisis 

at Christmas 

‘Crisis at Christmas’ is one of 

the many projects run by the 

charity Crisis, which is the 

national charity for the 

homeless.  During the year 

Crisis works with the 

homeless, giving advice, 

training, health checks as well 

as campaigning to end the 

need for anyone to find 

themselves living on the 

streets. 

Normally the charity will take 

over a day centre, school or 

suitable hall and be open for 

4-5 days over Christmas.  

There they will offer hot 

meals, accommodation, 

clothes, health checks, advice 

on employment and housing.  

Friendship and a listening ear 

are on offer, as well as 

Prayer of hope 

A prayer compiled by Saz in the timeless style of the Psalms and blessings  

Blessed are you, Sovereign of the universe, 

Source of all life. 

You have placed in our hands power, might and 

strength 

unlike any since this universe began to override 

the orders of creation. 

 

Give us strength, knowledge 

and craftsmanship to care for your marvellous 

world. 

The blessings of the sun flow 

over us for life, as it says in your word, "I will 

open for you the expanses of the Heavens and 

will empty out for you a blessing beyond  

what is enough and Earth’s fruit will not be 

destroyed because of you." 

God of love, remember 

Your great covenant with Noah, despite man's 

ignorance and self-independence, 

You kept us safe by sheltering us from the flood 

and gave 

us your sign of hope over all the universe 

 

And may the whole of the universe return to its 

original strength, so that we may see you, 

rejoicing and beautified with your presence 

how amazing is this universe so filled with your 

wonder and beauty. 

Blessed are you, Sovereign of the Universe, 

Source of all life. 

And all God's people say ‘Amen’.  

Stay safe, Saz Holland 



entertainment, 

games and 

occasionally, 

outings. 

This year, of course, 

will be very different!  

As Crisis will be 

unable to offer 

dormitory 

accommodation as 

usual, they are 

hoping to be able to 

use hotels and 

student 

accommodation, in 

the same way as 

happened at the 

beginning of this 

pandemic.  But, what 

will be the same is 

the warm welcome 

that those who 

attend will receive, 

as the volunteers will 

offer care and respect 

together with 3 hot meals a 

day and all the other help 

normally given. 

Centres this year will be in 

London, Birmingham, 

Coventry, Newcastle and 

Edinburgh. 

If you would like to support 

Crisis at Christmas, please do 

so by means of a cheque 

made out to “Broadstone 

URC” with Crisis at Christmas 

on the back (so that we may 

know that this is what your 

cheque is for) and let us 

know your gift aid number if 

you have one.  Please either 

send the cheque to 

Martin Sales, (50 Chalbury 

Close, Poole BH17 8BS) or 

put it in the church post box.  

Please do not send cash. 

Pat Johnson 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

A Tudor Garden 

Nerine bowdenii giving a late display of bright pink flowers.  The bulbs 

are native to South Africa. 

 [Thank you, Margaret!] 

Quick Quiz Answers 

1.1. King James 1 of England and VI of Scotland 

2.Robert Catesby 

3.36. NB Please don't try to test this at home or anywhere else!!! 

4.Lord Monteagle. 

5.It was eventually (4 -5 days later!) passed to the King and then kept 

for posterity. You can view it at the National Archives at Kew, or 

online at 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/gunpowd

er-plot/source-1/  

6.Holbeach House, near Dudley 

7.A Penny for the Guy 

8.The cellars of the Houses of Parliament are searched before every 

State Opening of Parliament. 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/gunpowder-plot/source-1/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/gunpowder-plot/source-1/

