
11 October 2020 

Again it was really good 
to be back in church, 

and especially to 
break bread with you all. This 
Sunday we will continue to 
show the worship video at 
church for those happy to 
come - there’s plenty of 
room if you want to try it. 

Blandford Church will also be 
open, all the work has been 
done to make that safe too! 
Special thanks to Geoff for 
his very artistic seating signs 
- you’ll have to come if you 
want to see them.  

This week’s readings: 
• Isaiah 25.1-9 
• Psalm 23 
• Philippians 4.1-9 
• Matthew 22.1-14 

Before you open the Bible 
why don’t you give yourself a 
bit of a challenge with Psalm 
23; how much of it can you 
recite without looking? It’s 
perhaps one of the few 
whole chapters of the Bible 
that I think people could do 
quite well with and it’s a 
great one to know and to be 
able to recall in difficult 
moments. 

The real challenge of the 
psalm is to properly locate 
yourself as a member of 
God’s flock, His cared for 
and very loved family. This 
may require a significant 
amount of time spent 
reflecting and offloading 
baggage to achieve; all 
those things we think about 
ourselves, our level of 
Christian achievement, our 
sense of worth, our current 
state of mental health and 
everything life is throwing at 
us and our family!  

To be still enough to 
remember that He is our 
Shepherd and His heart is to 
lead us into peace and 
wellbeing, to want for 
nothing, regardless of how 
we think we’re doing, is to 
step closer to that peace. 

When we talk of salvation in 
church it is often in a spiritual 
sense and images like Psalm 
23 might be in our minds, 
but in the Old Testament, it 
was very real; it was God 
alone who healed, it was 
God who brought victory 
and God’s judgement that 
lead to defeat and capture. 
Isaiah 25 is full of hope, 

hope for a time when there is 
feasting and celebration 
when death itself is 
defeated. In that day, 
everyone who stayed the 
course when everyone else 
abandoned their faith will 
speak again of God’s 
salvation, that trusting in the 
dark times sees rejoicing in 
the end. 

A big feast and celebration is 
exactly the theme of 
Matthew.  The King’s guests 
can’t be bothered to come 
to his son’s wedding, they 
find themselves far too busy. 
Just as in last weeks parable 
many messengers are sent 
and abused or killed; just like 
the prophets.  So the King 
opens up the invitation to 
anyone that’s interested! The 
party is filled, but we do 
need to be properly dressed; 
the gift of righteousness 
given through Christ, the 
Robes of the father given to 
the repentant child, the 
wedding clothes given to the 
guests invited last minute. it 
is a surprise to find that one 
guest gets thrown out, but as 
with the King’s rather 
extreme actions borne out of 
his anger early in the story, 
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all reactions are pretty 
extreme and do bring home 
the point; if we refuse to 
even try and wear the 
clothes of the kingdom (love, 
forgiveness, grace, justice, 
truth…) then we can’t stay. 

Philippians is a lesson in 
getting dressed! 
Thankfulness; a habit to 
practice daily. This habit can 
lead to rejoicing as we 
unfold the many blessings 
that have been overwhelmed 
by our concerns and can 
help move us to prayer in 
the face of great anxiety. 
Please do be aware that Paul 
did not have access to our 
knowledge of mental health, 
so please don’t think that 
being more thankful will 
resolve clinical anxiety or 
depression. Do let’s get 
practicing though because 
just as Paul suggests; 
everything in life, 
discipleship and faith take 
practice! 

And the God of peace will 
be with you. 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship can be 
found here: 

youtu.be/Md6IUeQQ4GA 

Music Group

To listen to, here is a 
reflection on the 23rd Psalm, 

written and sung by Marty 
Haugen, an American singer-
songwriter, “Shepherd me, O 
God”.  youtube.com/watch?
v=FwL26YwoVw8 

Prayer Points

I’m sure we have all felt the 
depth of concern and 
confusion coming from large 
parts of the North of 
England and a large part of 
Scotland amongst others. 
This weekend feels like it 
may bring yet more big 
changes, so please do hold 
our country in your prayers. 

Prayer for Creation

Creator God, you reveal 
yourself throughout the 
limitless stories in your 
word , so as we gather 
before you. Help us to find 
the awe and wonder in the 
world that you created. Help 
us to worship you with all our 
being, and to hear and 
receive your word and your 
gifts that are so freely given. 
As we think and pray about 
the glory of the natural world 
may we respond to you in 
love for our neighbours and 
for your creation.  

Creator God, you formed us 
from the dust of the earth 

A Tudor Garden

Delicate yellow flowers of the Potentilla shrub. I am not sure 
of the variety name of this shrub as we inherited it with the 
garden when we moved here 35 years ago.!  Potentillas are 
in the rose family and may also have white or orange flowers.

https://youtu.be/Md6IUeQQ4GA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FwL26YwoVw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FwL26YwoVw8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FwL26YwoVw8


and placed us in a garden. 
Help us to know and love the 
people and places where 
you have set us. Forgive us 
when we fail to care for 
your nation. = 

Creator God, show us how to 
do simple things well in our 
home, Places of work and 
daily lives. Show us how to 
protect the world you made, 
In all its diversity and 

goodness, Show us how and 
show us why, So that alone 
and with others Our 
contribution will make a 
difference. And all God's 
people say Amen.  

Stay safe, Saz 

Church Alive

While I was clearing out I 
found this which I had torn 
out of PIVOT, the Methodist 
magazine. I rather liked it. I 
hope you do too. 

Some of the signs that mark 
a living Church from a dying 
one: 

A live Church has parking 
problem, a dying Church 
doesn’t. 

A live Church welcomes 
children, a dying Church 
enjoys quiet and peace. 

A live Church often changes 
the way things are done for 
the better, a dying Church 
doesn’t need to change a 
thing. 

A live Church dreams greater 
dreams for Gods kingdom, a 
dying Church has 
nightmares. 

A live Church invites people 
to risk involvement and new 
ideas, a dying Church plays it 
safe and never risks anything 

A live Church supports world 
mission, a dying Church says 
Charity begins at home. 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
Many thanks to Paul Dyer for his continuing enthusiasm 
and research and, specifically for this week's quiz, 
which focuses on Autumn.... just around the corner, if not 
here already! Indeed, the Met Office considers that the 
start of meteorological Autumn is 1st September. 

Usual format - so no clues this time! Have a go and 
enjoy! 

1. In the Autumn, pigs are released into the New Forest 
to eat fallen acorns and other nuts which are poisonous 
to the cattle and ponies. What is this practice called? 

2. On the 5th November we celebrate Guy Fawkes night 
but in which year did the plot take place? 

3. According to the Guinness Book of Records what is 
the current record weight for a pumpkin? Is it: 

(a) 624.6 lbs (b) 1624.6lbs or (c) 2624.6lbs? 

4. In which English county is the annual World Conker 
Championship held? 

5. What is the name of the traditional rubber-sealed, 
screw stopped jar used for bottling fruit etc? 

6.  Which poet composed 'To Autumn', the 1819 poem 
which begins 'Season of mists and Mellow fruitfulness’? 

7. Which autumnal farming practice has been banned in 
England and Wales since 1993? 

8. On what date does the Pheasant-shooting season 
begin?



A live Church uses its 
traditions and buildings to 
serve God and people, a 
dying Church uses people to 
serve its traditions  and 
buildings. 

A live Church worships, a 
dying Church worries. 

A live Church forgives and 
seeks forgiveness, a dying 
Church never makes 
mistakes. 

A live Church looks for 
challenges and 
opportunities, a dying 
Church looks out for 
problems and dangers 

A live Church evangelises, a 
dying Church fossilises. 

Tony McKeer 

Our Creator God's 
World

Trees - wonderful to behold 
and enormously beneficial 
to the smallest creatures 
that live in them and to the 
planet as a whole – so 
worth treasuring and 
nurturing. I’m hoping that 
we individually do, and our 
collective thinking is 
changing for the better too, 
with the drive to plant more 
trees.  In our current trials 
and tribulations I invite you 
to look out for and enjoy 
the trees and woods around 
us.  This week’s picture is the 
entrance to our local 
Stonecrop Wood – do you 
know where that is? 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz Answers 

1. Pannage. 

2. 1605 

3.  (c) 2624.6lbs. 

4. 
 Northamptonshire. 

5. Kilner Jar. 

6. John Keats. 

7. Stubble burning. 

8. 1st October
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