
4 October 2020 

Week two at 
Broadstone 
Sunday Worship 

actually felt OK. Once I got 
over the initial strangeness of 
leading myself in worship via 
a video, the whole 
experience felt alright! 

It isn’t a permanent solution 
and I am already looking 
forward to leading the whole 
service for the whole church 
via internet link, but in the 
interim, it’s a good thing to 
be doing. It also gives me a 
really good opportunity to 
reflect on what I’ve been 
doing and see if anything 
can be improved. 

This weeks challenge is 
Communion! Thankfully 
Janet has already thought up 
some solutions, so their will 
be bread and wine available 
on Sunday as we all share in 
communion together. If you 
can wait till 10.30 on Sunday, 
then we’ll all be sharing at 
the same time. It’s not a bad 
thing to start doing as we 
prepare for live services 
either! (though they will be 
available as recordings 
afterwards). Enough 
rambling, let’s read the Bible! 

This week’s readings: 
• Isaiah 5.1-7 
• Psalm 80.7-15 
• Philippians 3.4b-14 
• Matthew 21.33-46 

The pain of the gardener. 
The work, the planning, the 
digging, the good looking 
fruit even, but then one bite 
reveals that its bad, or bland 
and tasteless. All that work! 
What more could have been 
done? Obviously I’ve never 
experienced this, my 
gardening goes perfectly, 
first time, every time! (so 
that’s at least twice). 

God planted a people and 
they produced bad fruit, 
bloodshed rather than 
justice. Instead of 
righteousness, cries of 
distress. God will judge his 
people, but a new branch 
will grow 

The Psalmist pleads with 
God from inside the 
vineyard, the God’s people 
in distress at his judgement. 
Calling on the history of his 
people, transplanted from 
Egypt, celebrating the 
success of people before, 

but seeing a defenceless 
land, being attacked by 
people and animals a like. 

Return to us Lord God 
Almighty!  

For what purpose Paul would 
ask? Paul had achieved near 
perfection under the law, 
met all the requirements, 
duties and rules. Just like his 
people before him, he had 
pursued legalism over 
righteousness and Justice. 
All this is loss compared to 
Christ, says Paul, forgetting 
all that has gone before we 
must press on to the prize, 
righteousness as a gift of 
faith that comes from God 
alone. 

To bring a close on the story 
of the vineyard, Jesus 
himself uses it in a parable. 
The Landowner sends 
servants to collect his fruit, 
they are all treated 
horrendously, surely they will 
respect the Son? 

We know exactly how Jesus, 
the Son, was treated when 
he came to the vineyard. His 
death signals that the walls 
have come down, we are all 
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being called in to bear the 
fruit of the Kingdom. 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship 
exploring these readings can 
be found here: 

youtu.be/Im-ZCZuaBdY 

Music Group

In the reading from Matthew, 
Jesus quotes from Psalm 
118; Bernadette Farrell’s 
song retells this beautifully: 
“The stone the builders 
rejected has become the 
cornerstone, Alleluia … Let 
those who fear the Lord say: 
‘His love endures for ever’ … 
God is here to help me 
now”  youtube.com/watch?
v=gYKBKa46SFY 

However, I couldn't let Psalm 
19 go by without also 
providing a link to Haydn’s 
“The heavens are telling the 
glory of God” from his 
oratorio “The Creation”.  A 
few might remember 
members of the Music Group 
and a number of good 
friends of Kathryn & David 
singing this in church on 17th 
August 2013.  youtube.com/
watch?v=CKpSwQ2kMvM 
 This recording is from the 
Southwell Music Festival 
2014. 

Prayer for Strength

Almighty God, Source of life 
thank You for the many 
blessings that our local 
communities have. We pray 
for those who are in the 
offices that govern this 
nation and that they make 

wise decisions which are 
always in the best interests 
of the community and in a 
way to honour you. Protect 
them in their line of duty so 
that they might protect those 
of us who have placed our 
trust in them. Bless these 
people in government and 

A Tudor Garden

Geraniums in our garden still enjoying the sunshine and last 
of the warm weather'
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those who put themselves in 
harm’s way like law 
enforcement, firefighters, the 
military. Help us to strive to 
understand the others’ 
perspectives, and to find 
common ground. Give us 
insight into what will best 

solve the complex problems 
and difficult barriers we are 
facing during this pandemic. 
Help us to negotiate a new 
path that will be better and 
brighter than before. And all 
God's people say Amen. 
Stay safe, Saz 

Minute for Mission – 
Children of Fiji

As Peter and Margaret Long 
have not been able to visit 
Fiji this year to wind up their 
charity, due to the pandemic, 
they have agreed to support 
one final project. 

Their third Trustee in Fiji has 
for a long time been 
concerned about the lack of 
facilities for children with 
special needs outside the 
school environment. In some 
cases, children are rejected 
by their own family, because 
they do not understand the 
nature of their disability or 
maybe have special needs 
themselves. This final project 
will help set up a small 
home, where children can 
find love and support right 
from the start, run by caring 
professionals who have their 
interests at heart and will 
give the advice they need. 
The children will benefit from 
being part of a loving family 
with people they can confide 
in, knowing that they will not 
be rejected or punished. 
They have already identified 
a building that is available to 
be converted into suitable 
accommodation and there 
are several dedicated people 
willing to give up their time 
to help the children. Once it 
is set up, there will be 
support from social services 
and local businesses to help 
with running costs. 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
"On this date...."  

This week's quiz focuses on events that happened on 
4th Oct... but in which year or, for Q 1 only, which 
century? 

Hint: The sequence of years in chronological order. But, 
as you'll see, the span of events is quite wide. 

And, like all quizzes, some questions are harder than 
others. Enjoy! 

1. Saint Francis' feast day is observed on this day. In 
what century did he die? 

2. Susan Sarandon, American film actress, was born on 
this day in...? 

3.  Ann Widdecombe, politician and 'novelist', was born 
on this day in...? 

4. Soviet Union launched Sputnik I, the first artificial 
Earth satellite, on this day in...? 

5. American singer Janis Joplin died of an accidental 
overdose of heroin on this day in...? 

6. Richard Noble set a new land speed record of 
633.468 mph on this day in...? 

7. Graham Chapman, of Monty Python fame, died on 
this day in...? 

8. WikiLeaks was launched on this day in ...?



If you would like to support 
Children of Fiji in this one 
last project please do this by 
means of a cheque made 
out to ‘Broadstone URC’ 
with ‘Children of Fiji’ on the 
back (so that we know that 
this is what your cheque is 
for and can claim the gift 
aid). Please either send the 
cheque to Martin Sales (50 
Chalbury Close, BH17 8BS) 
or put it in the church post 
box. Please do NOT send 
cash. 

Knitting for Link to 
Hope

Yarn with Yarn have been 
asked to knit hats, gloves 
and scarves for our 
Christmas box charity.  I 
know that there are other 
knitters in the church who 
would be happy to knit these 
as well.  The items are to be 
for children (from 3 years old) 
and adults. 

I will be in the church car 
park on Thursday, 8 October 
from 12 noon until 1.30 pm 
to collect them for JanetM 
and will also be happy to 
relieve folk of any other 
knitting they may have for 
charities, eg Sailors Society. 

I look forward to seeing you 
then (with social distancing, 
of course). 

Pat Johnson 

Our Creator God's World

Seen in our garden for the 
first time this autumn, a Jay 
in the apple tree.  Although 
resident all year round, we 
usually see them in the 
autumn and winter when 
they move further from their 
woodland habit in search of 
food.  

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz 
Answers 
1. 13th century 
(1226, to be precise!) 

2. 1946 

3. 1947 

4. 1957 

5. 1970 

6. 1983 

7. 1989 

8. 2006
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