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Harvest is going to be 
really rather different 
this year. How we 

would all love to gather for a 
meal and hear of the work of 
one of our great charities! 
Whilst we can’t gather 
together, I really encourage 
you all to take time to give 
thanks and perhaps also take 
some time to read up on and 
pray for one of your favourite 
charities. Link to Hope is our 
Charity this month, and we’ll 
be hearing more about 
Children of Fiji next week! 

This week’s readings: 
• Ezekiel 18.1-4,25-32 
• Psalm 25.1-9 
• Philippians 2.1-13 
• Matthew 21.23-32 

Jesus finds himself in what 
seems to be quite a common 
occurrence for him; being 
challenged by the 
authorities. These particular 
authorities run the Temple, 
the place in which Jesus is 
currently stirring things up, 
and so they’d quite like him 
to calm it down! He meets 
their question with a good 
one of his own that has them 
backpedaling, and then hits 

them with a parable. It’s a 
story that at one level seems 
to criticise them, as the 
religious leaders, for not 
responding as they might 
have been expected to 
towards John’s ministry. That 
is certainly one way of 
looking at things, but there is 
also an opportunity on offer; 
to change ones mind.  

Jesus’ and John’s ministries 
were closely linked in lots of 
ways.  They had largely 
rejected John, could they 
turn and see Jesus? Hear his 
words? Change their minds? 

Speaking of changing our 
minds, Paul throws out a 
huge challenge to the 
church; be of one mind. 
Surely that’s an easy thing to 
do? It’s not like we differ in 
our theology, our traditions, 
our habits and hobbies, our 
generations and 
experiences, it should be a 
doddle! It never has been 
and it never will be easy, but 
Paul gives us the key; be 
focussed on Christ and on 
his gospel of love. Focus on 
that above everything and 
you’ll begin to share in a life 
together where the other 

person is the most 
important. There’s some 
considerable discussion 
about whether Paul wrote 
the words that follow in v.6 
and beyond, but they are a 
stunning statement of faith 
from the early church and lay 
out all that Jesus has done 
for the world God made. 

So let’s not make excuses, 
instead, let’s get on with 
working out our salvation; 
keep focussed on Christ and 
press on, guided by the one 
Spirit who fills us all. 

Psalm 25 reminds us that we 
can press on in Hope, 
trusting in God, who will not 
let us be put to shame. 
There is also yet more hope 
for those who chose to 
change their minds, even the 
psalmist recognises his old 
ways featured rebellion and 
asks that God remember him 
only according to his love. 

Humility in our lives and in 
our community will enable 
God to guide us and teach 
us. 

Ezekiel's words aren’t an 
easy read, but actually 
further encourage tacking 
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responsibility for our own 
actions. The verse about the 
parents eating sour grapes is 
about a people giving up, 
thinking that God 
administers justice to those 
responsible and the 
generations that follow. 
Ezekiel argues strongly that 
they’ve misunderstood, that 
we’re each accountable for 
our own lives, and each have 
the chance to turn things 
round! 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship 
exploring these readings can 
be found here: 

youtu.be/ZCYf3rAl6k8 

Music Group

The reading from St. 
Matthew is about the 
authority of Jesus.  Here is a 
simple reflection, using the 
words of Psalm 119 v.33  
youtube.com/watch?
v=B61eLH5yOhY "Teach me, 
O Lord, the way of thy 
statutes, and I shall keep it 
unto the end."  Written by 
Thomas Attwood 
(1765-1838), organist at St 
Paul’s Cathedral from 1796, 
and sung here by Wakefield 
Cathedral Choir. Prayer for Strength

Almighty God, you are Holy 
and all of the strength that I 
need is in your hands. 

I am not asking that you take 
this challenge away. Instead, 
I simply ask for Your will be 
done in my life. I don't want 
to have my will, I want to 

A Tudor Garden
As we celebrate Harvest at this time, I thought that I would 
show you photos of the bountiful fruit crop in our garden 
this year. Thanks to all the blossom earlier in the year we 
now have many apples and pears helped along by the bees 
of course. They are of Discovery apples, Conference pears 
and Cox's Orange Pippin apples

http://youtu.be/ZCYf3rAl6k8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B61eLH5yOhY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B61eLH5yOhY


follow you for all the days of 
life. 

Sometimes I feel like I can’t 
go on. The pain and the fear 
are too much, and I know 
that I don’t have the strength 
on my own to get through 
this. 

I can come to you and you 
will hear my prayer. I know 
that it is not your intent to 

bring me to this point just to 
leave me in the wilderness 
alone. You said to your 
people, Jeremiah 29:11 For I 
know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the LORD, 
“plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future 

Almighty God, give me the 
strength that I need to face 

today and everyday. I don’t 
have to worry about 
tomorrow. 

Help me to keep my eyes on 
you. You are the Holy, and all 
of my hope rests in you. Lord 
in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. And all God's people 
say Amen.  

Stay Safe, Saz 

Link to Hope Shoebox 
Appeal 2020.

Despite the pandemic the 
Christmas shoebox charity 
we support, Link to Hope, is 
still in operation. It would be 
wonderful if we could, again, 
contribute to this practical 
action which shares love in a 
tangible form with people in 
eastern Europe who face a 
range of difficulties. If you 
would like to support Link to 
Hope again this year please 
do this by means of a 
cheque made out to 
‘Broadstone URC’ with ‘Link 
to Hope’ on the back (so that 
we know that this is what 
your cheque is for and can 
claim the gift aid). Please 
either send the cheque to 
Martin Sales (50 Chalbury 
Close, BH178BS) or put it 
in the church post box. 
Please do NOT send cash. 
As before Janet will buy the 
contents and assemble the 
shoeboxes. 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
Following on from last week's poetry theme, this week's 
quiz centres on Shakespeare’s most famous quotations. 
Some of them are in (almost) everyday usage. But from 
which Shakespeare plays do these words come? 

As a clue, we've added - in brackets - the number of 
letters for each play's title. Lastly, be aware that, as well 
as his tragedies and comedies , Shakespeare also wrote 
'history' plays, eg Henry The Fifth [not one of the 
answers to the questions below!] 

1. ‘All the world's a stage, and all the men and women 
merely players.’ (2,3,4,2) 

2. ‘Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and 
some have greatness thrust upon them.’ (7,5) 

3. ‘The lady doth protest too much‘ (6) 

4. ‘The better part of valour is discretion’ (5,3,6,4,3) 

5. ‘All that glisters [glitters] is not gold.’ (3,8,2,6 

6. ‘The course of true love never did run 
smooth.’ (1,9,6,5) 

7. ‘We have seen better days.’ (5,2,6) 

8. ‘I  am a man more sinned against than sinning.’  (4,4)



Knitting for Link to 
Hope

Yarn with Yarn have been 
asked to knit hats, gloves 
and scarves for our 
Christmas box charity.  I 
know that there are other 
knitters in the church who 
would be happy to knit these 
as well.  The items are to be 
for children (from 3 years old) 
and adults. 

I will be in the church car 
park on Thursday, 8 October 
from 12 noon until 1.30 pm 
to collect them for JanetM 
and will also be happy to 
relieve folk of any other 
knitting they may have for 
charities, eg Sailors Society. 

I look forward to seeing you 
then (with social distancing, 
of course). 

Pat Johnson 

Traidcraft Update

As a registered Fair-trader 
with Traidcraft we get a 
discount from the catalogue 
price, part of which we pass 
on to you our customers. 
The rest is used to meet out 
costs in running the stall. 
Over time we build up a 
surplus which we are then 
able to donate to Traidcraft 
Exchange, the charitable arm 
of Traidcraft. We recently 
donated £200 to support 
their work providing people 

in desperate situations with 
the tools they need to 
survive this crisis and recover 
their livelihoods. Thank you 
for your support enabling us 
to make this donation. 

We will continue to operate 
the stall from home, stocking 
a wide range of grocery 
items including the following 
which have ‘Best Before’ 
dates this year: 

Milk Chocolate 
Chocolate Coated 
Shortbread 
Ginger Cookies 
Mixed Dried Fruit 
Cashew Nuts 
Pasta 
Peanut Butter 
White Rice 

If you are interested in 
purchasing any of these 
items, or anything else, we 
are happy to arrange 
delivery. We can be 
contacted by telephone 
(01202 602538) or email 
(ian@igkpmcdonald.plus.co
m ). In addition, a full list of 
items from Traidcraft is 
available at 
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk. If 
you see anything you would 
like we can order it for you, 
post free, if we do not have 
it in stock. 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org 

Our Creator God's World

We visited RSPB Arne Nature 
Reserve recently, so here is a 
sea bird, to be different.  My 
best guess is a young Lesser 
Black-backed gull, but other 
thoughts welcome!  Arne 
conservation work protects 
an important area of lowland 
heath, a threatened habitat 
home to many rare species.  
Conservation works, but we 
need more of it!  Please 
remember to support your 
favourite conservation cause 
as you are able.

Quick Quiz Answers 
 1. As You Like it  - Act 2, 
Scene 7 

2. Twelfth Night  - Act 2, 
Scene 5 

3. Hamlet  - Act 3, Scene 2 

4. Henry The Fourth Part One 
- Act 5, Scene 4 

5. The Merchant of Venice - 
Act 2, Scene 7 

6. A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream - Act 1, Scene 1 

7. Timon of Athens - Act 4, 
Scene 2 

8. King Lear - Act 3, Scene 2
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