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This Sunday is 
Broadstone’s first 
Sunday when there 

will be people in church! It is 
a big step for the church and 
those who feel able to 
attend. It might not be the 
most exciting service they’ve 
ever been to, but at the 
same time it might. It will 
really test all our thoughts 
about what is important in 
worship? I imagine sung 
worship, teaching, prayer 
and fellowship are all pretty 
high on everyone's list and 
all of these will be a little 
different. Let’s see how 
everyone feels coming to 
cinema church! 

This week’s readings: 
• Jonah 3.10-4.11 
• Psalm 145.1-8; 
• Philippians 1.21-30 
• Matthew 20.1-16 

Jonah is a fascinating little 
tale about resisting God’s 
call in our lives and the 
certainty of God’s 
compassion. This weeks 
reading is from the last 
scene, where Jonah has had 
enough. There was no point 
at all in him coming all this 

way, because God has been 
compassionate just as Jonah 
knew he would be, even 
before he left home. For 
Jonah it seems some form of 
judgement is well over due. 
God’s compassion is for 
everyone, even if we, like 
Jonah, perhaps expect the 
repentant to return to old 
ways at the first opportunity. 
Thankfully judgement is in 
God’s hands not ours. 

Our verses from Psalm 145 
are filled with praise. Perhaps 
these could be words on the 
lips of the people of 
Nineveh? Certainly Jonah 
new the often used refrain:  

“The Lord is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to 
anger and rich in love!” 

Philippians is a prison letter 
from Paul. He is enduring 
great suffering, let’s be clear, 
prison life in Paul’s time was 
horrendous. Paul though 
takes strength from his 
certainty that he is in chains 
for Christ. This has not come 
about because of his own 
choices, but his faithfulness 
to Jesus and sharing the 
Gospel. He is at the point 
where death seems a good 

option, yet he calls on us all, 
wherever God has taken us, 
to live a life worthy of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

Jesus parable in Matthew 
ties in pretty well with our 
story from Jonah. It’s another 
‘Elder brother’ story, where 
God’s compassion and 
generosity are seen as unfair.  

Let’s be filled with the psalms 
words of praise, let’s live for 
the glory of God and head 
into Nineveh to join the 
celebrations of God’s 
forgiveness and let us be 
inviting as many people as 
we can to come and join us 
for 5mins work and get a 
whole days pay!  

God is Good. 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship 
exploring these readings can 
be found here: 

youtu.be/pIkzpV8B9MI 

Music Group

‘Stand firm in the one Spirit’ 
says St. Paul in Philippians; 
this anthem responds “Like 
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the murmur of the dove’s 
song…come, Holy Spirit, 
come… with the power to 
love and witness, with the 
peace beyond compare; 
come, Holy Spirit, come.’  
The Music group have sung 
the arrangement by Alan 
Smith of the text by Carl P. 
Daw’ but in looking for a 
video I came across this 
unusual arrangement by 
Karen Reinhard including the 
text on screen.  The singers 
are not named. 
youtube.com/watch?
v=_QsE6-xfBxk 

Prayer Pointers

Please pray for Broadstone 
URC this Sunday as a few 
gather for Worship for the 
first time. There’s been a lot 
to work through, so please 
pray that everyone is kept 
safe and that the Spirit 
moves amongst us all on 

Sunday; at church and at 
home. 

Prayer of Hope

Almighty God, we are scared 

Worried for our loved ones 
and our world. We turn to 
You 

Seeking comfort, strength 
and hope. 

Teach us to turn our anguish  
into patience, 

And our terror into acts of 
kindness and support. 

The strong must watch out 
for the weak. The young, 
take care of the old. Help 
each one of us today to do 
our part to prevent the 
spread of this virus 

Send strength and courage 
to the doctors, nurses and 
the health care professionals 

In the frontlines of this 
endless battle, 

Grant them strength, wisdom 
and faith. 

Bless their efforts. 

Fill our leaders with the 
wisdom, knowledge and the 
courage 

To choose wisely and act 
speedily 

Help us to see that we are 
one world, one nation and 
one people 

Who will rise above this 
pandemic together with your 
help. 

Send us health, watch over 
us, grace us with your love, 

Bless us with your healing 
light. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. And all God's people 
say Amen. 

A Tudor Garden The flowering display of the large white Hibiscus in our front garden
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Link to Hope Shoebox 
Appeal 2020.

Despite the pandemic the 
Christmas shoebox charity 
we support, Link to Hope, is 
still in operation. It would be 
wonderful if we could, again, 
contribute to this practical 
action which shares love in a 
tangible form with people in 
eastern Europe who face a 
range of difficulties. If you 
would like to support Link to 
Hope again this year please 
do this by means of a 
cheque made out to 
‘Broadstone URC’ with ‘Link 
to Hope’ on the back (so that 
we know that this is what 

your cheque is for and can 
claim the gift aid). Please 
either send the cheque to 
Martin Sales (50 Chalbury 
Close, BH178BS) or put it 
in the church post box. 
Please do NOT send cash. 
As before Janet will buy the 
contents and assemble the 
shoeboxes. 

Traidcraft Update

While we plan to open the 
church for morning worship 
next Sunday, we will not be 
able to run the Traidcraft stall 
at church for the foreseeable 
future. We will continue 
therefore operate the stall 

from home. We continue to 
stock a wide range of 
grocery items including the 
following which have a ‘Best 
Before’ dates this year: 

Milk Chocolate 
Chocolate Coated 
Shortbread 
Ginger Cookies 
Mixed Dried Fruit 
Cashew Nuts 
Pasta 
Peanut Butter 
White Rice 

If you are interested in 
purchasing any of these 
items, we are happy to 
arrange delivery. We can be 
contacted by telephone 
(01202 602538) or email 
(ian@igkpmcdonald.plus.co
m ). In addition, a full list of 
items from Traidcraft is 
available at 
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk. If 
you see anything you would 
like we can order it for you, 
post free 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org 

Our Creator God's World

I'll guess that no-one has 
seen an Iberian Lynx (but 
please tell me if you have!) 
but you may have seen these 
locally.   

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
The following are the first lines of well-known poems, 
just name the poet. Initials of each poet are provided as 
a hint. 

1. ‘And did those feet in ancient time’ (WB). 

2. ‘Do not go gentle into that good night’ (DT). 

3. ‘What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?’ (WO) 

4. ‘The owl and the pussy-cat went to sea’ (EL). 

5. ‘Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?’ (WS) 

6. ‘I wander’d lonely as a cloud’ (WW) 

7. ‘They’re changing guard at Buckingham Palace. 
(AAM). 

8. ‘Half a league, half a league’ (A, L T).
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Clockwise from top left: 

• Gatekeeper 

• Brimstone (in bright 
sunlight!) 

• Chalkhill blue 

• Peacock 

• Common Blue (the blue 
colour is nearest the body, 
which unfortunately you 
can't see so well) 

• Red Admiral. 

Quick Quiz Answers 
 1.  William Blake, 2.  Dylan 
Thomas, 3. Wilfred Owen,  
4. Edward Lear, 5. William 
Shakespeare 6. William 
Wordsworth, 7.  A A Milne,  
8.  Alfred, Lord Tennyson
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