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W

ell, for a a good
while this week it
did seem that our
breaking news from last
week was broken! We do
however fall into the
exemptions and with our
very stringent safety
Meachins, I mean measures,
at church, feel that we will
not add to the spread of
Covid-19.
Blandford Elders have
agreed a re-opening date of
the 11th October and we’ll
let you know what’s on offer
as more plans are made.
As part of the developing
plans for worship at church,
this weeks on-line worship
was filmed at Broadstone!
This week’s readings:
• Genesis 50.15-21
• Psalm 103.(1-7),8-13
• Romans 14.1-12
• Matthew 18.21-35
Our readings begin with a
touch of sadness as Jacob’s
family process the news of
his death. Sadly the first
thought for most of his sons
is one of fear - was Jacob the
only thing stopping Joseph
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(he of the colourful coat and
musical fame) from enacting
his revenge?
Their fear was misplaced and
Joseph had long since
forgiven and moved on from
any anger he felt at his
brothers actions. Through
God’s grace he had come to
see a bigger picture for his
life; that God’s purposes far
out weighed the hurtful
actions of his brothers.
Are we able to see God’s
vision for our life when we’re
hurt by others? Does it make
the kind of difference it
made for Joseph?
Our Psalm might be the kind
of song we’d find on
Josephs lips (don’t think it
appeared in the musical!). it’s
full of praise for God
because of his endless
forgiveness, the way he can
transform our hearts and
lives from despair to
rejoicing. His compassion
and love infinite, as is the
distance has removed our
transgressions, we cannot
have them back, even
though we try and burden
ourselves with guilt and
shame.

In Matthew, Jesus talks to
Peter about the realities of
forgiveness, something that
should flow from our
recognition of God’s
forgiveness for us. There’s
nothing we will need to
forgive of others that
outweighs all God has
already forgiven us.
Paul’s words in Romans are
fascinating and still vastly
relevant in our churches
today. Our issues might not
be about everyone’s religious
eating habits, but we all
differ in our understand of
worship and Christian
discipleship. We do not and
should not all worship the
same. The problem is when
we start to view our way as
somehow better or superior.
Is quiet, reflective worship
somehow holier than noisy
active worship? In order to
get closer to God do we
have to have used paint and
a pritt-stick? Of course not!
The real act of worship is
perhaps more about loving
and blessing each other,
rather than making sure
worship meets our needs all
the time.

On-Line Worship
This Sunday’s worship
exploring these readings can
be found here:
youtu.be/yltkFa4Vpvc

Music Group
With ‘forgiveness’ as a
theme through our readings,
here is ‘Lord, for thy tender
mercy’s sake’ by Tudor
composer Richard Farrant (or
just maybe John Hilton,
we’re not sure!). The text is
from ‘Christian Prayers and
meditations’ (1568).
youtube.com/watch?
v=sugAjtysQCs sung by the

A Tudor Garden

‘Ecco’ Chamber Choir,
Lexington, USA. “Lord, for
thy tender mercy’s sake lay
not our sins to our charge,
but forgive that is past and
give us grace to amend our
sinful lives; to decline from
sin and incline to virtue, that
we may walk in a perfect
heart before thee now and
for ever more.”

Prayer Pointers
Please pray for the
community groups of
Broadstone and Blandford.
Some are carefully making
their way back into our
church halls. This weeks

announcements and changes
will have caused great
uncertainty, so please pray
for their wisdom and safety.

Link to Hope Shoebox
Appeal 2020.
Despite the pandemic the
Christmas shoebox charity
we support, Link to Hope, is
still in operation. It would be
wonderful if we could, again,
contribute to this practical
action which shares love in a
tangible form with people in
eastern Europe who face a
range of difficulties. If you
would like to support Link to
Hope again this year please

Large blooms of the Phlox plant in varying colours this week.

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s

Quick Quiz!
Listed below are details of significant women together
with their initials. Who are they?
1.Twentieth century Australian writer and radical
feminist. (GG)
2. Teenaged climate change activist, twice nominated
for The Nobel Peace Prize. (GT)
3. British-Jamaican woman who set up the ‘British Hotel’
for servicemen, during the Crimean War. (MS)
4. The first woman to sit in the British Parliament (NA)
5. Jewish diarist who documented her life in hiding in an
Amsterdam attic during the Nazi occupation. (AF)
6. Partnered actor Kelvin Fletcher to victory in the 2019
finals of Strictly Come Dancing. (OM)
7. The nation fell in love with her when she won the
2015 Great British Bake Off. Went on to host a number
of cookery related TV shows. (NH)
8. UK businesswoman and environmentalist. The
founder of the Body Shop, a cosmetic firm, based on
ethical principles. (AR)

Comfort and strengthen the
family and friends of those
who died.
Give healing and patience to
the unwell. May we learn to
depend on the security and
hope you offer.
Guide the choices of our
world leaders. Give them
wisdom and discernment not
only as they work to resolve
the lasting effects of Covid
19. May their actions bring
your peace to all the people
of the world.
Gracious God, our world is
changing with this global
pandemic. We have seen
how easily this virus can pass
on and how quickly lives can
end.
Give us your compassion to
help each other and
recognize need around the
world.
Give us your hope as we face
an uncertain future.
Give us your peace.

do this by means of a
cheque made out to
‘Broadstone URC’ with ‘Link
to Hope’ on the back (so that
we know that this is what
your cheque is for and can
claim the gift aid). Please
either send the cheque to
Martin Sales (50 Chalbury
Close, BH178BS) or put it
in the church post box.
Please do NOT send cash.
As before Janet will buy the

contents and assemble the
shoeboxes.

Prayer for Strength
Almighty God, our refuge
and our strength, we turn to
you for peace and comfort
during this time. We thank
you for the bravery and the
sacrifice of those who saved
lives as doctors, health care
professionals and nurses.

And all God's people say
Amen
Saz

Our Creator God's World
We live in a wonderful world;
hopefully some of the
pictures of local birds have
been a pointer to wildlife
around us. There are many
threats and heart-breaking

stories around the
biodiversity crisis, but it is
vital to celebrate the
successes. An article in
Thursday’s paper talks of bird
and mammal species saved
from extinction since the UN
Convention on Biological
Diversity came into force in
1993. So, for something
completely different, here is
an Iberian Lynx, the world’s
most endangered feline
species. Conservation
measures since 2002 are
slowly bringing the numbers
up from a low point of only
100 individuals.

6. Oti Mabuse.
5. Anne Frank.
4. Nancy Astor.
1. Germaine Greer.
Quick Quiz Answers

Andy: 01202 698638 or
minister@broadstoneurc.org

2. Greta Thunberg.

Get in Touch

3. Mary Seacole.

Milk Chocolate
Chocolate Coated
Shortbread
Ginger Cookies
Mixed Dried Fruit
Cashew Nuts
Pasta
Peanut Butter
White Rice

7. Nadiya Hussain.

While we plan to open the
church for morning worship
next Sunday, we will not be
able to run the Traidcraft stall
at church for the foreseeable
future. We will continue
therefore operate the stall
from home. We continue to
stock a wide range of
grocery items including the
following which have a ‘Best
Before’ dates this year:

If you are interested in
purchasing any of these
items, we are happy to
arrange delivery. We can be
contacted by telephone
(01202 602538) or email
(ian@igkpmcdonald.plus.co
m ). In addition, a full list of
items from Traidcraft is
available at
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk. If
you see anything you would
like we can order it for you,
post free

8. Anita Roddick.

Traidcraft Update

