
Sunday, 30 August 2020 

Hello church! As always 
two weeks went by far 
too quickly (Holiday 

time is definitely faster than 
normal time), but we had a 
great couple of weeks that 
included time in a cottage 
(shared with the resident 
peacock - below), a few days 
camping in the sun and then 
the storms as well as a few 
days at home recovering and 
unpacking! 

Whilst I’ve been away the 
Broadstone Elders have 
been extremely busy risk 
assessing for potential 
worship and hall bookings. 
We’ve also been collecting 
your views, on worship and 
how you feel about coming 
back out to church.  

I’ve been working through 
much of the same for 

Blandford and as Elders at 
both churches will be 
meeting in the coming 
weeks, we should soon be 
able to let you all know our 
plans for when and how we 
might tentatively open our 
doors… 

This week’s reading: 
• Jeremiah 15.15-21 
• Psalm 26.1-8 
• Romans 12.9-21 
• Matthew 16.21-28 

I wonder what comes to your 
mind when you hear the 
phrase “long-suffering…” 
what would you expect to 
come next? Wife? Husband? 
Parent? child? How about 
God? Jeremiah is well aware 
that God has had much to 
put up with! Not least his 
own despair that he brings 
to God. God’s words of reply 
speak to anyone feeling that 
they’ve wandered from God; 
restoration, purpose and 
salvation.  

Today’s psalm feels almost 
arrogant; “I have led a 
blameless life,” but when 
you read into it a little 
deeper it emerges that firstly 

this is a plea for quite a 
specific event, the psalmist is 
possibly being accused of 
breaking covenant in 
someway. It’s also not so 
much that the writer feels he 
is or was perfect (for surely 
he knew he wasn’t) but that 
he has been mindful of God’s 
love and reliant on God’s 
faithfulness; it is God’s 
involvement in his life that 
means he can make such 
bold pleas before the throne. 

Following Peter’s revelation 
of who Jesus is our passage 
today sees a development in 
what Jesus is teaching his 
disciples about himself; he 
begins to explain his coming 
death and resurrection. 
Peter’s immediate reaction 
(having just proclaimed that 
he is the Messiah) is to shield 
and protect his most loved 
leader and friend from such 
suffering. Jesus rebuke and 
advice is a challenge that 
should speak to us too; “you 
do not have in mind the 
concerns of God, but merely 
human concerns.” How do 
we stop being led by our 
own concerns, and find the 
mind and heart of God for 
our own lives, our church and 
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our community? Peter shows 
us that it is not easy and 
Jesus makes pretty clear that 
the life of a disciple is one 
that requires complete 
commitment.  

Much of that incident 
between Jesus and Peter will 
have had roots in Peter’s 
understanding of what a 
Messiah is. He would still 
have been thinking about a 
powerful overthrow of Rome, 
But Jesus was desperately 
trying to teach the selfless 
ways of his Kingdom.  

Paul outlines in much more 
detail what that means, how 
to keep a life focussed on 
God and at the top of the list 
is a love that is sincere. 
Clinging on to goodness, 
serving and honouring one 
another are the easy starters. 
Not rising to retaliate or 
repay but instead blessing 
and loving all who have hurt 
us, living as far as is possible 
in peace at all times. Evil will 
be overcome by good. 

Music Group

You may be familiar with 
John Stainer’s anthem “God 
so loved the world” (see 
Postal Church 9 April 2020), 
here is an arrangement of 
the same text by Bob 
Chilcott, sung by the 
Mississippi College Singers.  
youtube.com/watch?
v=_WX9rSY9yXo 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship 
exploring these readings can 
be found here: 

youtu.be/TOeyWxO6iio 

Prayer Pointers

September is going to be a 
challenging month for many 
people, but especially our 
schools. They’ve worked so 
hard to get ready and as we 
know from planning our 
church opening, the advice 
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Quick Quiz! 
This week's theme, given recent headlines, focuses 
on post-war UK Prime Ministers. The questions are all 
concerning fact, rather than opinion. Like the 
political decisions they made - or didn't - some of 
the questions are easier than others. Enjoy!  

Questions 

1. Only one post-war Prime Minister was born 
outside the UK? Who? 

2.  Who were the youngest (at 43y 214 days) and the 
oldest (at 64y 9 days) post-war Prime Minister on 
taking office for the first time? 

3. Who (as of the time of this quiz) were the youngest 
and the oldest Prime Ministers when they left  office 
at the end of their last term as Prime Minister  

4. Who is/was the only Science graduate among all 
the post-war Prime Ministers? 

5. If all the post-war Prime Ministers were listed in 
alphabetical order by surname, who would be the 
first? And the last? 

6. Boris Johnson is the latest PM to have been 
educated at Eton. Who, since the end of WW2, was 
the first (out of five in total)?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WX9rSY9yXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WX9rSY9yXo
https://youtu.be/TOeyWxO6iio


given out is constantly 
changing. So please do pray 
as much as you can for all 
staff and pupils of our local 
schools. 

Prayer for Comfort 

Almighty God, the source of 
comfort, we are in need of 
Your mighty strength. It’s a 
very tough time facing 
problem after problem, 
attacking us from all 
directions during this global 
pandemic. 

Almighty God, we trust that 
You are in control of our lives 
at all times. Calm our hearts, 
God, You are the only one 
who can comfort us now. 
Grant Your strength, that we 
may not give up even if the 
going gets tough. Help us to 
focus on You and not on our 
problems. We know that You 
are bigger than all of those 
problems combined. If we 
put our trust in You, we will 
never be disappointed. If we 
wait on You, we will never 
grow weary. Enable us, God, 
to have patience and to fully 
depend on You for strength, 
hope and peace, that we 
may soar on wings like 
eagles. 

We commit to you our 
burdens: the challenges, the 
problems, the obstacles in 
our lives right now. Take 
them, God, and carry them. 
Only You are in control of 
what will happen next. As we 
face those giants as so many 
of our ancestors did 
thousands of years ago, help 
us to make the right 
decisions. Grant us peace as 
we move forward into the 
future and enable us to 
experience Your presence, in 
the midst of turmoil. Blessed 
are you, almighty God, 
source of all comfort. And all 
God's people say: Amen.  

Love and prayers to you all, 
stay safe. Saz 

Birds of Broadstone

Seen on Holt Heath (parking 
at White Sheet NT car park), 
a rather distant picture of a 
Stonechat (female); often 
seen flicking their wings 
while perched on the tops of 
low bushes. RSPB webpage  

Mask-Arade

Traudl and Andreas Frefat 
kindly sent this picture of 
themselves in Masken - and 
barely recognisable!  Loving 
greetings from Frankenthal, 
says Traudl. 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz Answers 1. Boris Johnson 2. David Cameron and James Callaghan. Churchill was older than 
Callaghan when he first took office but, as that was during WW2, that doesn't count. 3. David Cameron 
(49y 278days) and Churchill (80y 126days)  
4. Margaret Thatcher 5. Clement Atlee 
 and Harold Wilson   
6. Sir Antony Eden

A Tudor Garden 

A trip out to Poole Park 
this week to see the 
flowers and grasses in the 
new Quiet Garden.

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/stonechat/
mailto:minister@broadstoneurc.org

	Margaret, Paul & Jim’s
	Quick Quiz!
	Music Group
	On-Line Worship
	Prayer Pointers
	Prayer for Comfort
	Birds of Broadstone
	Mask-arade
	Get in touch

