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elcome to issue 

number 23 of 

Postal Church, our 

weekly worship and news.   

A thought about the story of 

Moses, from an idea in the 

Prayer Handbook: 

A time to hide,  

A time to come out of 

hiding, 

A time to be part of the 

system, 

A time to challenge … when 

we hear the voice of God. 

 

This week’s readings: 

• Exodus 1 v.8 – 2 v.10 

• Psalm 124 

• Matthew 16 v.13-20 

• Romans 12 v.1-8 

Last week we read in 

Matthew 15 of the Canaanite 

woman’s encounter with 

Jesus, which needed 

unpacking – thank you to 

Martin Ambler for his 

wonderful exposition in last 

week’s video – which showed 

that truth of the saying that 

words only make up a small 

proportion of a 

communication.  This week’s 

reading takes Jesus’ teaching 

of the disciples further.  ‘Who 

do people say that I am?’ 

asks Jesus; the answers the 

disciples gave would have 

been understood to mean: 

- John the Baptist - that Jesus 

is John miraculously 

returned from the dead, 

- Elijah - that Jesus is as great 

as the greatest of the 

prophets, 

- Jeremiah – that Jesus is the 

forerunner of the coming of 

the Messiah 

Each one a significant 

assertion in its own right, 

showing the high reverence 

in which Jesus was held by 

the general public.  The 

answers showed that they 

recognised the authentic 

voice of God in what Jesus 

said. 

But what did the disciples 

understand?  Peter answers 

the question ‘You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living 

God.’  Peter had moved from 

the highest of human 

accolades to recognizing 

Jesus as the Messiah, the 

Christ, the ‘Anointed One’.  

Jesus says “Blessed are you, 

Simon son of Jonah, for this 

was not revealed to you by 

flesh and blood, but by my 

Father in heaven.”  We are 

invited to open our minds to 

that revelation from God 

also. 

Against the dramatic 

backdrop of Caesarea 

Philippi - with its ancient 

temples to Baal, the 

supposed birthplace of the 

Greek god Pan and the great 

white marble Roman temple 

built to Caesar by Philip the 

Tetrarch (hence the place 

name) - here, Jesus asks, 

Peter answers and Jesus 

confirms that he is the Son of 

the True God, and invites us 

to be a part of his church. 

Martin Casey 

On-Line Worship 

This Sunday we are invited to 

join with Cornerstone URC, 

Hythe, for their morning 

worship:  

https://youtu.be/5S1nFhT3p9

w   

An instruction sheet, order of 

service with song words, and 

children's activity sheets 

along the theme can be 

downloaded from the 

YouTube description (click 

on ‘SHOW MORE’).  

W 
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https://youtu.be/5S1nFhT3p9w
https://youtu.be/5S1nFhT3p9w


Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
Seeing that we are, for a while, somewhat 

restricted in our foreign (and some UK) travel, here 

is a quiz about all those travel- and hospitality-

related acronyms/abbreviations that we might 

have encountered (and still might in the future!). 

Enjoy! 

1. RO-RO 

2. BALPA 

3. API 

4. FDR 

 

5. ATOL 

6. RMS  

(as in RMS Titanic) 

7. ABTA 

8. CAA 

Music Group 

 “My eyes for beauty, my 

soul for Goddës grace, no 

other care nor hope is mine; 

to heaven I turn my face.  

One splendour thence is 

shed from all the stars above: 

‘Tis named when God’s name 

is said, ‘tis Love, ‘tis heavenly 

Love.  And every gentle heart 

that burns with true desire, is 

lit from eyes that mirror part 

of that celestial fire.”   

This text by Robert Bridges 

(1844-1930), set to music by 

Herbert Howells, is here sung 

by Christchurch Cathedral 

Choir, Oxford.  

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=gc-DEHAyoTk  

Isolation Reflection 

 After 3 days of isolation, 

inside a fish, Jonah came 

out with a task to change 

a city. 

 After 40 days of isolation 

on top of a mountain, 

Moses came out with the 

10 commandments and 

changed the nation. 

 After 40 days of isolation 

on the ark, Noah came out 

with a new perspective 

and changed mankind. 

 After 40 years of isolation 

in a desert, God's people 

came out with a mission 

and a started a new 

generation. 

What are you coming out 

with from isolation? What 

needs to change? 

 Saz Holland 

‘GPS Prayer’ 

Almighty God, Your plans are 

far greater than anything I 

could possibly map out in 

life.  You know Your way 

around this universe, because 

You are the Source and 

Creator of All things.  

So be my GPS and map.  

Lead me every step of this 

trip and guide me along the 

way with Your loving ways, 

and show me which way to 

turn next.  Help me to follow 

You, keeping an open heart 

and a listening ear to Your 

directives, rerouting me 

whenever necessary to get 

me back on the road that you 

are calling me to, in my life 

and for Your Kingdom.  

 

 

And all God's people say 

‘Amen’.   

Safe travelling and stay safe, 

Saz Holland 

 

 

 

Get in touch 

Andy, our minister, can be 

reached on 01202 698638 or 

minister@broadstoneurc.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gc-DEHAyoTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gc-DEHAyoTk
mailto:minister@broadstoneurc.org


Birds of Broadstone 

This is a picture I would love to have taken – 

we look for this small bird on Upton Heath 

and might just have seen one once – has 

anyone else had more luck?  It will perch on 

top of a gorse stem to sing, but is often seen 

as a small flying shape bobbing between 

bushes.  Caroline Vodden reported seeing 

them on the heath when she was here.   

RSPB page with audio link.  

A Dartford Warbler 

Unintentional competition 

answers 

Thank you 

to all who 

wrote in, and well done to 

those who spotted that the 

unnamed flower last week 

was ‘Summer Savory’ 

(Satureja hortensis), or, given 

that it was in Traudl Frefat’s 

garden in Frankenthal, 

Germany, ‘Bohnenkraut’.  

Apparently it has a strong 

savoury flavour (the clue is in 

the name) – use sparingly, 

says one website, and 

remove sprigs before serving. 

Martin 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
A Tudor Garden 

‘Brightly coloured roses from the Tudor garden this week’ 

says Margaret.  [Indeed! Thank you, Margaret!] 

Quick Quiz Answers 

1. Roll on - Roll off 

2. British Air Line Pilots 

Association 

3. Advance Passenger 

Information 

4. Flight Data Recorder (aka 

'black box') 

5. Air Travel Organiser's Licence 

6. Royal Mail Ship 

7. Association of British Travel 

Agents. 

8. Civil Aviation Authority. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/dartford-warbler/

