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elcome to issue 

number 22 of 

Postal Church, our 

weekly worship and news.   

 “How good and pleasant it is 

    when God’s people live 

together in unity!” 

Psalm 133 v1 

With this as my prompt, I am 

pleased to involve 

Broadstone URC’s twinning 

friends at Zwölf-Apostel-

Kirche, Frankenthal, Germany 

in this edition, and I thank 

Traudl Frefat, Eva Götz, 

Margit Reichert and Klaus 

Köhler for their contributions, 

all of whom we have 

welcomed a number of times 

to Broadstone in previous 

visits.  
 

This week’s readings: 

• Genesis 45 v.1-15 

• Psalm 133 

• Matthew 15 v.10-20 &  

21-28 

• Romans 11 v.1-2a, 29-32 

A light shines on the first half 

of the reading from Matthew 

with the current problems.  

The Pharisees hear Jesus say: 

‘Listen and understand.  

What goes into someone’s 

mouth does not defile them,  

but what comes out of their 

mouth, that is what defiles 

them.’    

This is, in effect, tearing up 

their understanding and 

significant practices of their 

religion.  You can imagine 

that that went viral on 

whatever passed for the 

Twitter-feed of the day.  But 

this is not to be trivialized – 

this was an extraordinary 

thing for a Jew to say, and it 

would be viewed as 

revolutionary; it builds the 

case, in the eyes of the 

Pharisees, against Jesus that 

culminates in the events of 

the Passion.  For us, we can 

accept that food Health and 

Safety advice in a pre-

scientific age was a 

demonstration of the love of 

God – but not the be-all and 

end-all.   

The message, and the 

perennial challenge, remains 

with us today – not what we 

do in church but why we do 

it.  And with the ‘why’ rather 

than the ‘what’ in mind, 

perhaps we can seek 

guidance on how best to 

move forward in the current 

situation.  

If we sit back and think – and 

we’ve had enough time to do 

so - what has the lack of a 

physical church taught us?   I 

remember Andy asking the 

question of us one time “If 

Jesus came and sat next to 

you in the pew, what would 

you ask him?”  Amongst all 

the philosophical questions 

we thought of was “Is this 

what you were expecting?”  

More questions than 

answers, I’m afraid, but just a 

small pointer to guide our 

thinking.   

Hopefully Broadstone folk 

have received a 

questionnaire about 

returning to corporate 

worship with a previous 

emailing; if you would like to 

express a view on how we 

move forward, please let your 

Elder or Janet Meachin know, 

ideally this week. 

 Martin Casey 

On-Line Worship 

The online service for this 

Sunday by Rev. Tim Meachin 

and Rev. Martin Ambler can 

be found at:  

https://youtu.be/ApgtK9Vys3
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Prayer Pointers 

Herr Jesus,   Lord Jesus, 

wir danken Dir für die Partnerschaft mit unseren englischen Freunden von der URC Broadstone. 

We thank you for the partnership with our English friends from URC Broadstone. 

Danke, dass wir im Glauben an Dich vereint sein dürfen. 

Thank you that we are united in our faith in You. 

Lass uns weiterhin füreinander da sein und im Gebet aneinander denken, besonders in diesen 

schwierigen Zeiten. 

Let us continue to be there for each other and remember each other in prayer,  

especially in these difficult times. 

Hilf, dass wir uns auch bald wieder persönlich treffen können. 

Help us to meet again in person soon. 

Lob und Dank sei Dir, O Herr !  Amen. 

  Praise and thanks to you, O Lord !  Amen  

 

Margit Riechert 

Prayer for Friendships of our Nations 

Almighty God, we give thanks today for the long and lasting friendships in our lives, here locally and 

across the nation, Germany.  

Father God, this life isn’t meant to be lived alone, as you created friendship with Eve for Adam at the 

beginning of time, we are grateful for the people of all humanity who walk alongside us, 

supporting us, loving us, and encouraging us in our lives.  For we cannot do it all alone but are 

better together following our ancestors past and into the future generation.  

Help us to be more aware and gracious to our friends in Germany, appreciating them and accepting 

their help.  

Help us to be better friends too, supporting, loving, and encouraging others in this world, no matter 

what race and beliefs we have.  

Almighty God, lead us to find and cultivate deeper friendships and be a good friend in all that we 

do.  Shower your blessings upon those we call friends and neighbours, that you may ever be in 

our midst.  

Blessed are you, Almighty God, Source of love and friendship.  And all God's people say Amen. 

Shalom,  

Saz Holland  



Music Group 

 ‘There’s a wideness in God’s 

mercy’ is a hymn that we 

know.  The Music Group has 

sung this arrangement by 

Maurice Bevan (1921-2006). 

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=QW22YSEkyX4   

“… There is no place where 

earth’s sorrows are more felt 

than up in heaven … For the 

love of God is broader than 

the measure of man’s mind. 

… If our love were but more 

simple we should take him at 

his word; and our lives would 

be all gladness in the joy of 

Christ the Lord.” 

 

Eva sent this picture which 

she took on an early morning 

jog along the River Neckar.  

Eva said this brought to mind 

a song, broadly translated as:  

 

I praise my God, 

The one who raises me from 

the depths, so that I live, 

Hallelujah! 

I praise my God, 

Who loosens my shackles so 

that I am free,  

Hallelujah! 

 

Glory be to God on earth 

In all streets and houses 

People will sing until the 

song rises to heaven: 

Glory be to God and peace 

to men 

Glory be to God and peace 

to men 

Glory be to God and peace 

to men 

Peace on earth. 

 

From the German original by 

Hans-Jürgen Netz.  Listen 

here to singers at St. 

Kathrein, Weizberg:  

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=qcSxeXfS8uk  

Mask-Parade 

Eva and Jens proudly 

– Eva sporting their masks 

says that she has sewn 

hundreds for family & 

friends, and for hospitals 

and other families with 

‘heart warriors’ (such as 

their young son Noah).  

 

Get in touch 

While Andy is away, please 

contact your Elder or Church 

Secretary with any concerns. 

Poole Food Bank 

Poole Food Bank food 

donations are still being 

collected at St John's church 

car park, Broadstone, 

between 10am and noon 

each Thursday. They currently 

need tinned meat, fish, veg, 

potatoes, tomatoes, fruit, 

rice, soup, cereal, pasta 

sauce, UHT milk, tea, coffee, 

jam, biscuits, rice pudding 

and loo rolls.  

Greetings 

Dear Martin and all dear 

friends in Broadstone, 

How beautiful that you are 

such a living church that it 

maintains contact with each 

other even in these times! 

And that you even include us 

here in Frankenthal!  

We wish you all good health. 

Fortunately, we have the 

certainty promised in the 

Psalm: the Lord promises the 

blessing and life for eternity. 

With all loving greetings 

Klaus and Ulrike Köhler 

Broadstone Pathway extra 

We omitted to include that 

Marion Pauley’s grandson, 

Ellis, has graduated from 

Bristol University with 

Honours, in German and 

Spanish.  Congratulations to 

Ellis!  (Ellis was christened in 

our church nearly 23 years 

ago.)   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QW22YSEkyX4
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God bless the flowers on your way 
 

May God bless the flowers in your life, 

their colours to make you happy, 

their fragrance to comfort you, 

their constancy to bring you peace. 

 

May God send you many flowers, 

for your faith to grow, 

for your hope to endure, 

for your love to blossom. 

 
May God give your life the power to bloom, 

Love to give away, 

Joy to carry on, 

Hope to awaken. 

 

The Blessing of the Living God 

be with you. 

 

 

Flowers of Frankenthal 

An (‘ex-pat’) English rose in Traudl’s garden overlooks a well-watered neighbour’s lawn – 

generally, though, the gardens are very parched from all the hot weather.  Traudl’s 

Sempervivum, however, doesn’t mind the heat!  The sunflowers were planted for the bees, in 

several open spaces around Seckenheim. 

A translation of an original poem by Helmut Kraft 


