
Sunday, 9 August 2020 

This will be my last 
Postal Church for a 
couple of weeks as I 

hand over the reigns to 
Martin again for the next two 
weeks. During those two 
weeks the On-Line Worship 
will be led by Tim Meachin 
and Martin Ambler on the 
16th and then on the 23rd 
everyone’s going to join with 
Hythe URC in their act of 
worship. Looks be a really 
good couple of weeks and  I 
hope you are all really 
blessed with the ministry of 
all involved. We’re all getting 
as far away from internet 
connections, computers and 
videos as we can (to a mixed 
response from the family!) 

This week’s reading: 
• 1 Kings 19.9-18 
• Psalm 85.8-13 
• Romans 10.5-15 
• Matthew 14.22-33 

1 Kings 19 and the story that 
precedes it is both 
completely miraculous and 
also very real. The dramatic 
tale of Elijah’s stand off with 
the prophets of Baal is such 
a good story. Elijah is so 
confident in God that he 

feels able to mock the 
prophets as he calls down 
fire on a soaking wet pile of 
wood. God seems to 
understand the atmosphere 
pretty well and incinerates 
everything! 

If it were a Hollywood 
production you’d expect the 
big victory moment, but this 
is where it gets real. The 
news doesn’t sit well with 
Jezebel who seeks to kill 
him. Elijah is overcome with 
fear and runs. 

This can very often be our 
story too; if a little less 
dramatic! Great highs of 
success, or powerful 
moments of God’s presence 
can often be followed by 
fear and doubt; questioning 
whether something really 
happened. Elijah runs and he 
hides in a cave, where God 
seeks him out and calls him 
to the front of the cave so 
that they can speak. 

Powerful natural events 
follow, but God is not 
present in them, his voice is 
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heard in the whisper and 
Elijah responds. He is to go 
back the way he came and 
God will see his own plan 
through. Full of compassion 
God carefully steers Elijah 
back into God’s purposes. 

Our Psalm echo’s Elijah’s 
story as the psalmist wrestles 
with the struggle of the 
people and pleads with God 
for restoration. Our verses 
for today recognise that 
God’s people must be 
faithful and that life will 
flourish as heaven and earth 
meet. 

Romans begins to nudge 
towards the thinking of 
James, that faith needs to be 
more than a thought or 
emotion, it needs to be 
accompanied by action. In 
this case proclamation, faith 
needs to be lived, not just 
reflected on. 

This is the exact challenge 
faced by Peter on the water 
with Jesus. They have just 
come from the great feeding 
miracle and have set off in 
their boat. Jesus just walks 
out to them, which might 
seem like quite the natural 
thing to do, given what he’s 
just done with some bread 
and fish, but it fills the 
disciples with fear. 

Jesus has been really 
pushing their faith in God, 
challenging them to be 
involved in and now to do 

the things that he is doing. 
“tell me to come to you on 
the water.” “Come.” To be 
fair to Peter, he gets further 
than anyone else, and further  
than I imagine most of us 
would muster, but the logic 
and reality of what he’s doing 

is just too much, it can’t be 
happening! You of little faith! 
Jesus statement seems 
harsh, but I imagine a smile 
and laugh as he reaches out 
to a sinking Peter, it’s been 
quite a day! 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
This week's topic is  'birds in a different light'. It's a 
somewhat different format. 

Identify each bird from a clue that gives a definition 
of the word when used in a different context. 

We have included the first letter of each 'bird word' 
as a clue. 

1. To boast one’s superiority. (C) 

2. A general disposition to complain about many 
grievances. (G) 

3. To offer goods for sale, typically in the street and 
of dubious value and/or origin. (H) 

4. In a military context, to shoot at someone from a 
concealed location; in general terms, to criticise from 
a position of security. (S) 

5. To play a prank or piece of mischief, or the act 
itself. (L) 

6. To shrink back with fear. (Q) 

7. To avoid (typically high velocity) objects aimed at 
one’s head or upper body. (D) 

8. The action following the mastication of food or 
intake of drink through the mouth. (S)



Music Group

In today’s readings, the voice 
of God speaks to the fears of 
Elijah, and to the disciples.  
The storms around us are 
this weird mixture of calamity 
and unreal calm.  This 
reflective anthem by Ian 
Assersohn (b.1958) uses 
these two verses from the 
hymn ‘Dear Lord and Father 
of mankind’ as text: ‘Drop 
thy still dews of quietness … 
take from our souls the strain 
and stress …’ and ‘Breath 
through the heats of our 
desires the coolness of thy 
balm … speak … O small still 
voice of calm.’.   

youtube.com/watch?v=B-
KyzqTyLMg 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship 
exploring these readings can 
be found here: 

youtu.be/a_gjQMeZLBY 

Prayer for Broadstone 
and Blandford

Please pray for the Elders of 
both churches as we look at 
opening the churches and/or 
the halls for worship and 
community groups. It’s not 
an easy decision and needs 
to be done with great care. 

Please also pray for the 
continued unity of the 
congregations that haven’t 
been together in a long 
time. 

A Travellers Prayer

May it be Your will, Almighty 
God and the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
that You lead us and guide 
our footsteps toward peace, 
and make us reach our 
destination for life, hope and 
peace, as you led our 
ancestors thousands of years 
ago. May You rescue us from 
every enemy and ambush, 
from robbers and wild beasts 
on the trip to our 
destination. May You send 
blessings in our work, and 
grant us grace, peace, 
kindness, and mercy in Your 
eyes and the eyes of society. 
May You hear the sound of 
our humble requests 
because You are God Who 

A Tudor Garden 

'For those of you still not able to get out far, I thought the local 
beach might come to you this week. Here are some photos taken 
at the bottom of Canford Cliffs Chine with the usual colourful 
summer flower display, of succulents nearby and a male sand 
lizard with its green colouring enjoying the sunshine.' 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-KyzqTyLMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-KyzqTyLMg
https://youtu.be/a_gjQMeZLBY


hears prayer. Blessed are 
You, Almighty God, source 
of guidance and protection. 
And all God's people say 
Amen.  

Safe traveling and stay safe, 
Saz. 

Birds of Broadstone

From much further afield, 
Woodland Trust supporters 
may have seen this picture of 
the Loch Arkaig* Osprey 
family - parents Louis and 
Aila and their recently 
named offspring Captain, 
Vera and Doddie.  They are 
now fledged but still living at 
home!  You can still watch 
them live at 
woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-
woods-and-wildlife/osprey-
cam/  A young female 
osprey, less romantically 
named CJ7, nested near 
Poole harbour this year but 
didn’t raise a family. 

* Please note, if visiting, that 
the nearest whisky distillery, 
Ben Nevis Whisky at Fort 
William, is temporary closed 
to visitors. 

Blackbirds in the dewy grass 
of early Thursday morning, 
collecting breakfast.  Male 
blackbirds are very territorial 
whilst nesting but they are 
less protective by this time of 
year, after the last brood has 
fledged.  (Watch out for 
excitement when they re-

establish their territories in 
late autumn!) Listen here 
rspb.org.uk/birds-and-
wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-
a-z/blackbird/ 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz Answers1. Crow 2. Grouse 3. Hawk 4. Snipe 5. Lark 6. Quail 7. Duck 8. Swallow
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