
Sunday, 2 August 2020 

I wonder what it is that you 
miss most about old church 
life? Is it worship related? 

Or perhaps you miss a really 
good committee meeting or 
the notices!? I suspect that 
high on the list of things that 
are most missed is the 
fellowship and especially a 
big gathering take on the 
challenge of clearing one of 
Janet’s spreads down the 
middle of the hall, followed 
by the pudding table in the 
back room! Or if you’re in 
Blandford one of Jen’s light 
lunches probably brings out 
similar emotions! Today’s 
parable is possibly one of 
the most referenced 
parables in normal life, 
certainly at big food 
gatherings… “It’s like 
feeding the 5000!”  

This week’s reading: 
• Matthew 14.13-21 
• Isaiah 55.1-5 
• Psalm 145.8-9,14-21 
• Romans 9.1-5 

That statement probably isn’t 
far off the mark of how the 
disciples were feeling either. 
A huge crowd had gathered 
whilst Jesus was desperately 

seeking a bit of quiet. It may 
well have been compassion 
on the part of the disciples 
to suggest sending the 
people away to get some 
food - it’s a nice thought - 
but Jesus turns that little 
idea on its head and throws 
back a huge challenge: You 
do it!  

It doesn’t stop there of 
course. Having presented 
Jesus with the little they did 
have, Jesus turns to them 
again and after giving 
thanks, gives them the food 
to get on and produce the 
lunch!  

All the while they’re 
wrestling with the logical 

thoughts in their minds that 
it cannot be done and that 
Jesus is being quite 
unreasonable. 

Those thoughts are 
thoroughly discredited 
though by the twelve 
baskets left over. Jesus 
reveals for all to see the 
incredible generosity of God, 
and the truth of what can be 
achieved when God is 
involved. 

Our Psalm for today echos 
the unending compassion of 
our God of love, not just for 
those who love him, but for 
all that he has made. 

Isaiah offers a call and a 
decision. One of my 
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favourite commentators, 
Walter Brueggemann, 
compares this call to worship 
to a street vendor, calling out 
for people to come and buy! 
Come and buy the real thing! 
Why choose to spend effort 
gaining nothing, when you 
can have all that God offers 
for free! So much is on offer 
to entice us, but how much is 
of true and lasting value, and 
can anything compare to the 
everlasting covenant of 
God? 

Which is really where chapter 
8 of Romans finished, on a 
passage of great praise. 
Chapter 9 beginnings in a 
great sadness, as Paul 
reflects on Jesus, the 
Messiah, as the culmination 
of the all that has been. His 
great sadness that few of his 
family see things as he does, 
his great love for his people 
and the traditions of the 
Jewish faith. As Tom Wright 
reflects, it is a subject that 
continues to need great 
care. Anti-Semitism is still rife 
and Christians have not 
always helped. We need to 
take care over how we reflect 
on the relationship between 
our faiths and how we 
translate the New Testament, 
especially with respect to 
tensions between Jesus and 
those around him.  

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz!
This week's theme is 'Beginnings'. You will instantly 
recognise the words "In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth." as being from the first 
book of The Bible 

The quotations below are all first lines of famous 
(fictional) books. And, to help you, we've added the 
initials (in brackets) of the respective authors. 

Many thanks once again to the research and 
enthusiasm of Paul Dyer in putting this quiz together. 

1 ‘It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single 
man in possession of a good fortune must be in want 
of a wife.’ (JA). 

2. ‘It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks 
were striking thirteen.’ (GO). 

3 ‘Call me Ishmael.’ (HM). 

4. ‘Mr and Mrs Dursley, of number four, Privet Drive, 
were proud to say that they were perfectly normal, 
thank you very much.’ (JKR). 

5. ‘Mr. Phileas Fogg lived, in 1872, at No. 7, Saville 
Row, Burlington Gardens, the house in which 
Sheridan died in 1814.’ (JV). 

6. ‘My father’s name being Pirrip and my Christian 
name Philip, my infant tongue could make of both 
names nothing longer or more explicit than Pip’. 
(CD). 

7. ‘The scent and smoke of a casino are nauseating 
at three in the morning.’(IF). 

8. ‘Once there was a little girl called Sophie. She was 
having tea with her mummy in the kitchen. Suddenly 
there was a ring at the door.’ (JK).



On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship can be 
found here: 

youtu.be/ip2rRcOf0yM 

Music Group

‘Like as a hart’ (Howells) 
would go with the picture 
(and also the theme of 
spiritual sustenance, to 
complement the Matthew 
reading, the feeding of the 
5,0000) – but I offered that in 
the 14th June Postal Church.  
So here is a link to ‘Lord I 
trust thee’ by Handel 
youtube.com/watch?
v=4esjh8zGBMQ The text is 
by the German poet, 
Barthold Heinrich Brockes 
(1680-1747) “Lord, I trust 
thee … For the bread of life 
I’m sighing.  Quench my 
thirst and let my hunger 
cease …”. 

Prayer for Guidance in a 
Lifestyle Change

Almighty God, I feel that I 
am stepping out onto a 
completely new beginning 
with a total change in my life. 
I know that this is a 
wonderfully great 
opportunity that You have 
graciously opened up for me 
and I pray that You would be 
with me to lead and guide, 
as I search to become 
accustomed to so many 
changes in my life. 

I pray that You would be ever 
close to me and that I don't 
stray far from Your side or 
become lukewarm in my 
attitude towards my faith in 

you. Help me to keep my 
eyes firmly fixed on you and 
to trust all I say and do into 
Your capable hands. 
Almighty God,  I pray all that 
I need to carry out the tasks 
and duties that I am called to 
do with grace and courage, 
and I pray that my joy and 
hope would be firmly fixed 
on you and that I may be 
strengthened with all power 
from above. Blessed are you 
Almighty God, source of life. 
And all God's people say, 
amen. 

Saz Holland 

Mask-Parade

( in hushed voice, with music 
playing in the background, 
"I'll wear it my way") 

....... and here we have Pat 
modelling a spring mask, 
fashioned by Kila from 
vintage Laura Ashley 
fabric .... 

(With apologies to Frank 
Sinatra). Pat.J 

A Tudor Garden 

White roses at various 
stages of the buds 
opening this week from 
the Tudor garden.'

https://youtu.be/ip2rRcOf0yM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4esjh8zGBMQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4esjh8zGBMQ


Minute for Mission – Alpha 
India Foundation 

The Alpha India Foundation 
(AIF) runs a children’s home 
in India, taking in children 
who have typically been 
orphaned or have been 
rescued from abuse or 
extreme poverty. The 
children are cared for by 
house parents in a loving 
Christian environment, 

through childhood and into 
further education. 

India went into lockdown 
soon after the UK however 
it’s believed that they won’t 
reach the peak of the virus 
until possibly October. Since 
lockdown the children have 
not been allowed to leave 
the compound and as with 
UK schools, they are 
receiving online lessons so 
that they can continue their 

studies. Getting enough 
laptops and phones running 
to support all of the children 
in the home has been a 
challenge. It’s thought that 
the children won’t be 
returning to school until 
December. 

AIF has been hit in a similar 
way to many charities over 
the past few months. Any 
fund-raising events have had 
to be cancelled and this has 

Diamond Celebration 

Sheila and Joe McMahon will 
be celebrating their Diamond 
wedding anniversary on the 6th 
August! Here’s Sheila’s story of 
how it all began: 

Joe and I met as pen pals.  He 
was in the Forces in Cyprus and 
I lived in Leeds. I had always 
written to pen pals so my 
girlfriend asked if I would like 
to write to a soldier.  I agreed 
but forgot all about it until an 
airmail letter arrived on my 
doorstep at my family home.  It 
was dated 6h June 1958.  By 
sheer chance I replied and that 
was the start of thirteen months 
of correspondence.  When Joe 
was demobbed, we met in Leeds railway station (1st August 1959) and spent a week 
together with my family in Leeds. We then spent a week with Joe's family in Newcastle 
(where Joe comes from) and at the end of that time Joe had asked me to marry him.  The 
following August 6th we married.   We took a risk as Joe is a football fan (I was not), I loved 
dancing (Joe did not) but, after all these years, my knowledge of football has improved and 
Joe can do a very impressive quickstep.  Say no more!!!  I still have all Joe's letters in a 
drawer under the bed.  Perhaps we should bring them all out and re-read them!



put pressure on their 
finances. If you would like to 
make a donation to AIF or 
simply know more about 
their work please go to 
alphaindiafoundation.org.uk 

Whilst we cannot physically 
collect any of the giving you 
would want to make during 
this time, we do hope you 
are able to keep it to one 
side for a time when we can. 
If you can, please do use 
opportunities to give directly. 

What a Bee-uty 

Even on a 1st floor balcony, a 
bumblebee can find pollen! 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz Answers 1. Pride and Prejudice 2. Nineteen Eighty-Four 3. Moby-Dick.  
4. Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone.   5. Around the World in Eighty Days.  
6. Great Expectations. 7. Casino Royale. 8. The Tiger who Came to Tea.

(Not) Birds of Broadstone

… but a good picture, I thought.  A fawn, seen gambolling in 
the wheat fields off the Badbury Rings road! 

And also Saz’ picture of a squirrel having fun at dinner time… 
this one is at least on a bird feeder!!

http://www.alphaindiafoundation.org.uk
mailto:minister@broadstoneurc.org
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