
Sunday, 26 July 2020 

Even though I was busy 
leading many of you in 
worship over the 

weekend, we also squeezed 
in a couple of days camping 
out near Lyme Regis and a 
good time was had by all! 
The campsite was really 
clean, there was loads of 
space to avoid everyone and 
fresh air was aplenty. It was a 
real gift. 

What would you ask for at 
the moment given the 
choice? I’m sure each of your 
different circumstances 
would give all manner of 
different answers and I’m 
sure many of them are 
prayed for each day as well. 

This week’s reading: 
• Matthew 13.31-33,44-52  
• 1 Kings 3.5-12 
• Psalm 119.129-136 
• Romans 8.26-39 

Solomon is given that very 
opportunity in a dream, God 
offers him anything and 
Solomon selflessly seeks a 
discerning heart to govern. 
He doesn’t look to his own 
needs or wants, you rather 
get the impression he 

doesn’t even consider it, so 
God gives him a wise and 
discerning heart for 
administering justice. 

In our Psalm we hear that the 
psalmist is already obeying 
and reading God’s word; ‘the 
unfolding of your word gives 
light!’ A really beautiful 
image of coming to God’s 
word and it can also bring a  
hunger for more. on top of a 
hunger the psalmist 
experiences something of a  
burden, he finds tears 
flowing for the law to be 

obeyed, for the world to 
walk in God’s ways. 

Our Matthew reading brings 
us a few of the most famous 
parables of the kingdom. 
The mustard seed and yeast, 
both start small and grow, 
but in different ways. 
Mustard grows to be an 
important plant for birds to 
find shelter, and the yeast 
seems to grow in influence in 
everything! 

Our second pair of parables 
are the Treasure in a field, 
and the fine pearl, both 
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Birds of Broadstone

Our young birds are growing 
apace, here we see the 
juvenile robin and blue tit on the bird feeder.  For the camera, 
they are posing with the healthy food, more often they are 
eating the fat balls!  (Regarding last week's picture, the 'Big 
Butterfly Count' is on, see bigbutterflycount.butterfly-
conservation.org/ if you would like to join in.)
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require that we give 
everything to take hold of 
them. God’s kingdom of love 
is more valuable than 
anything we can imagine. 

Lastly and slightly less 
positively is Jesus warning of 
a drag net. All kinds of fish 
are caught and sorted, quite 
an everyday event, but Jesus 
is using the story to make 
sure that all he has said is 
taken seriously! “have you 
understood these things?” 

If teachers of the time can 
take hold of God’s kingdom 
as it comes anew,  they can 
bring treasurers new and old 
to share with everyone. 

Romans seems quit complex, 
but is a bit of a relief really! 
When we don’t know what or 
how to pray, God knows the 
mind of the spirit that is in 
our heart. God’s own Spirit 
intercedes on our behalf - 
God working for the good of 
those who love him. 

The second half of the 
reading is jammed full of 
encouragement and texts 
that I’m sure you know well:  

“If God is for us, who can be 
against us?…No, in all these 
things we are more than 
conquerors through him who 
loved us. For I am convinced 
that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, 

neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
The theme this week is 'Jul’, as in ‘July’.  All but 
one of the answers start with the letters J (or j), 
u and then l. For the one that doesn’t, the first 
part of the word is not actually spelt ‘j-u-l’ but 
the first syllable is pronounced as if it were.  

1. First name of the female protagonist in one of 
Shakespeare's tragedies. 

2. First name of a 70-year old (this year) actress - 
and Dame - famous for leading roles in films 
such as Educating Rita, Billy Elliot, and Mamma 
Mia!  

3. First name of French author, famous for his 
fictional Voyages extraordinaires. 

4. A portion of food cut into short, thin strips. 

5. A sweet flavoured drink made from a sugar 
syrup, sometimes containing alcohol or 
medication. 

6. Late Queen of The Netherlands 

7. The name given - after its reported Roman 
proposer - to the format of calendar used 
widely in the Roman world, most of Europe, and 
in European settlements in the Americas and 
elsewhere, until it was gradually replaced by the 
Gregorian calendar in the 16th century onwards. 

8. World-renowned performing arts 
conservatoire located in New York City; its 
alumni include past Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra conductor Andrew Litton, Henry 
Mancini (composer of Moon River, etc), film and 
TV actress Elizabeth McGovern (of Downton 
Abbey fame)



anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship can be 
found here: 

youtu.be/-wbNlGXPJuQ 

Music Group

“Be thou my vision … Thy 
presence my light” – the 
translation of the Old Irish 
text "Rop tú mo Baile", often 
attributed to 6th century 
Saint Dallán Forgaill, is 
familiar to us.  This 
arrangement by  Bob 
Chilcott captures the mood 
beautifully.  youtube.com/
watch?v=qMEAlzuEXWI.  
Sung here at Trinity College, 
University of Melbourne. 

Prayer of Love and 
Strength

Creator of the universe, 
whose name is love and 
strength and whose spirit is 
knowledge, divinity, 
purpose. We cry in fear and 
anger. We are submerged in 
doubt and anxiety. Help us 
to hold the suffering of this 
world and offer a 
compassionate and loving 
hand. 

God of mercy, be gentle with 
our pain and doubt. Help us 
as we struggle with 
confusion and loss. Protect 
us and keep us safe, 
Almighty God. Creator of the 
universe, we offer our thanks 
and gratitude for the 
blessings, for survival, for the 
graciousness of strangers 
and friends and for heroic 
acts that exist in this world. 
Thank you for loving us and 

A Tudor Garden 

'This week's photos are of a Buddleia, also known as the 
Butterfly Bush as the long fragrant flowers are a favourite 
nectar source for butterflies. They show not only a 
Peacock butterfly but also a large bee enjoying the 
flowers.'
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teaching us first to love, as 
your love itself. 

Grant us strength, resilience, 
courage, hope and faith at 
this time, Almighty God. 
Blessed are you, the source 
of love and strength. And all 
God's people say: Amen 

Shalom, Saz 

Minute for Mission – Alpha 
India Foundation 

The Alpha India Foundation 
(AIF) runs a children’s home 
in India, taking in children 
who have typically been 
orphaned or have been 
rescued from abuse or 
extreme poverty. The 
children are cared for by 
house parents in a loving 
Christian environment, 
through childhood and into 
further education. 

India went into lockdown 
soon after the UK however 
it’s believed that they won’t 
reach the peak of the virus 
until possibly October. Since 
lockdown the children have 
not been allowed to leave 
the compound and as with 
UK schools, they are 
receiving online lessons so 
that they can continue their 
studies. Getting enough 
laptops and phones running 
to support all of the children 
in the home has been a 
challenge. It’s thought that 
the children won’t be 

returning to school until 
December. 

AIF has been hit in a similar 
way to many charities over 
the past few months. Any 
fund-raising events have had 
to be cancelled and this has 
put pressure on their 
finances. If you would like to 
make a donation to AIF or 
simply know more about 
their work please go to 
alphaindiafoundation.org.uk 

Butterflies of Britain!

Saz’s Photo of a Zygaena 
Filipendulae or more 
commonly; Red 6 spot 
Barnet Butterfly! 

Home Made Masks!

Calling all home-made mask-
makers - send in your 
pictures for the Postal 
Church fashion parade!  Here 
is a starter for 10, made by 
the Rebecca, the Casey's 
'vintage' mask-maker. 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz Answers 

1. Juliet, in Romeo and 
Juliet 

2. Julie (Walters); ‘Julia’ is 
also correct as that is her 
first name as given at 
birth. 

3. Jules (Verne) 

4. Julienne (No, not 
'chips'!) 

5. Julep, as in 'mint julep'. 

6. (Queen) Juliana, died 
1980. 

7. Julian Calendar 

8. The Juilliard School

http://www.alphaindiafoundation.org.uk
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