
Sunday, 19 July 2020 

We’ve come of 
age! Postal 
Church is now 18 

- thankfully it’s editions not 
years, but still worth a 
special edition. It just so 
happens that this weekend is 
a Pop-in Special weekend. 
The team has been hard at 
work ready to hand out Pop-
in goodie bags on Saturday 
and our on-line worship is 
geared around the Pop-In 
theme. 

For anyone who’s never 
been, Pop-in is essentially 
Saturday morning church for 
the whole family. Everyone is 
welcomed in through the 
church where they are 
introduced to the theme. 
They then make their way 
out to the hall for a host of 
high quality activities to help 
explore further. In the hall is 
also a great range of snacks 
and refreshments. At about 
12.15, once everyone has 
had a good go at all the 
crafts and activities, we move 
back into the church for a 
short act of worship to bring 
every thing together (which 
is a little bit like what we’ve 
done for the on-line today) 

This week’s reading: 
• Luke 15.11-24 (& 25-32) 

The story of the Prodigal Son 
is a very powerful story with 
many angle to explore. For 
Pop-in we’ve limited it to the 
Father and younger son, but 
Jesus was talking to a crowd 
that needed to hear about 
the Father and his love for 
the younger son and the 
older son. 

Jesus spent time with 
everyone and from the 
verses that give context to 
this passage, we see ‘tax 
collector’s and sinners’ 
gathering round, but the 
Pharisees hanging around 
too, seemingly being pretty 
grumpy at who Jesus spends 
his time with. 

The point is that God has 
enough love for everyone, 
but both groups of people 
are capable of missing out 

by staying away. The 
younger son stays away 
because he wants to do his 
own thing, and perhaps 
thinks he can live a better life 
by following his own desires 
and wants. The older son 
stays away because of his 
resentment; he’s been there 
the whole time working, yet 
no party!  

What they were both in 
danger of missing out on is 
the whole resource of 
Heaven, the vastness of the 
love of God: “you are always 
with me and everything I 
have is yours!” 

That step back to the house, 
back towards God isn’t 
always easy, but it is 
probably the most important 
step we’ll ever take! 

That’s not quite the end 
though. I’ve recently been 
reading The Return of the 
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Prodigal Son by Henri 
J.M.Nouwen and his closing 
thought is that if we are to 
move toward a spiritual 
maturity, we need to be 
stepping into the Father’s 
shoes, offering his 
compassion and forgiveness, 
his welcome and hospitality, 
his love. 

We will at various times be 
each of the characters in this 
story, but wherever we find 
ourselves today, God’s love 
is still freely offered to us all. 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s Pop-in worship 
can be found here: 

youtu.be/kovvNyUXw2s 

Music Group

The Bible reading of the 
Prodigal Son led me to pick 
“Out of the deep” by John 
Rutter, from his Requiem 
youtube.com/watch?
v=3KF6PEby7ps here sung 
by Kings College choir.  The 
text is from Psalm 130 “Out 
of the deep have I called 
unto you O Lord … I look for 
the Lord; my soul doth wait 
for him, and in his Word is 
my trust.”  A second, 
upbeat, piece for this week is 
“I am a new creation”, sung 
by the composer Dave 
Bilbrough, who has been 
writing songs for some four 
decades; “Abba Father”, 

which we still sing, was one 
of his first.  youtube.com/
watch?v=4Yvw_eV36sQ 

Prayer

Merciful and compassionate 
God, we pray for recovery of 
all who are facing illness or 
pain. We join our prayers 
with all who love them and 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
This week's theme is Pot Luck! 

With many thanks to Tony McKeer for his research 
and enthusiasm for keeping us alert – in a non-
virus context – during the (semi-)lockdown. 

1. Where was Alexander Graham Bell born? 

2. Which mythical creature has the body, tail and 
hind legs of a lion and the head, wings and talons 
of an eagle? 

3. ‘Sasha’ is the short and familiar form of which 
girl’s name? 

4. Angora wool comes from which breed of 
animal? 

5. Which village in Devon, and the title of a novel 
by Charles Kingsley, is the only British place name 
to include an exclamation mark? 

6. What was the late Paddy Ashdown’s first name?  

7. What name is given to the heavy, slightly sweet 
rye bread traditionally made with sourdough 
starter and coarsely ground rye? 

8. The Gregorian calendar was first introduced – in 
Italy, Poland, Portugal, Spain and most areas of 
France - in 1582. In what century was it introduced 
in the UK?

https://youtu.be/kovvNyUXw2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KF6PEby7ps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KF6PEby7ps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Yvw_eV36sQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Yvw_eV36sQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Yvw_eV36sQ


grant them renewed strength 
and courage. Guide their 
hearts and hands of those 
who are entrusted with their 
care. Inspire us with courage, 
wisdom and faith. Grant your 
blessings to all who call upon 
you. The God of our 
ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob; Sarah, Rebekah, 
Leah, and Rachel, send your 
blessings to all who are ill 
and all who are in need of 
your great love and strength. 
Have mercy on them, and 
graciously restore their 
health and strength. Grant 
them a complete recovery. 
May the knowledge of Your 
love, peace and hope be 
known to all of your creation. 
May we find even greater 
strength because our prayers 
are linked to our past and 
our future generations. 
Blessed are you, Almighty 

God, the source of all 
healing and strength. And all 
people say Amen.  

Shalom, peace unto you. Saz 

Birds of Broadstone

Well it has wings!  
Broadening the brief a little, 
seen nearby was this 
Marbled White, they prefer 
the flower-rich grassy 
meadows (so we rarely see 
them in our gardens). 

Sheila’s Balcony

 'Who needs a big garden!!!'  
As every gardener says, 'it 
will be better next year!’ 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Quick Quiz Answers: 1. 
Edinburgh 

2. Griffin 

3. Alexandra 

4. Angora rabbit 

5. Westward Ho! 

6. Jeremy 

7. Pumpernickel 

8. The 18th Century – 
1752 to be exact.

A Tudor Garden 

Out and about again this week to visit Pat Purser's 
garden to see her splendid display of Agapanthus.

mailto:minister@broadstoneurc.org
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