
Sunday, 12 July 2020 

Y ou’ve missed it I 
know, but at last an 
appropriate moment 

to mention my Rhubarb! It 
had a big early flourish, 
which I greatly enjoyed, but 
whilst we were loving the 
constant sun in the early part 
of lockdown, my rhubarb 
wasn’t so much. I just didn’t 
get into the habit of watering 
it and it suffered, putting out 
a couple of tiny shoots. 
Thankfully that rain came, 
the lawn turned from brown 
to green and my rhubarb 
went bananas!  

The basic laws of gardening 
(rhubarb anyway!) seem to 
me quite simple, but so 
powerful and vital to the 
growth of everything we rely 
on for food. Plant it in a 
good spot, water it, eat it. 

This week’s readings: 
• Matthew 13.1-9,18-23 
• Isaiah 55.10-13 
• Psalm 65.(1-8),9-13 
• Romans 8.1-11 

This weeks readings focus in 
on God’s word being as 
simple and as powerful as 

rain, but so easy to neglect 
and to stifle. 

Our Isaiah reading speaks of 
the certainty of God’s word. 
Just as powerfully as rain and 
snow water the earth and 
bring forth food for the 
world, so too God’s word 
comes and its outcome is as 
guaranteed as a good fall of 
rain - my rhubarb knows this 
all to well!  

Isaiah, as well as our Psalm, 
helps us understand that 
God’s word and God’s action 
in the world is more than just 
a spiritual matter, it effects 
the whole created order. 
Salvation and new life 
concerns the planet as well 
as the people.  

Matthew speaks more of the 
planting location than the 

watering, comparing it to the 
various ways we may or may 
not receive and understand 
God’s gifts to us 

We may know a few people 
that have come and gone in 
various ways and for various 
reasons, we may have even 
been such a person 
ourselves, having early 
excitement about our new 
found faith, but just finding it 
too hard to maintain. 

We shouldn’t assume that 
church attendance is the key 
marker for faith, but it’s a 
great place to help us 
prepare the ground as I 
suspect that there is some of 
each of these situations in 
each of us - times that are 
easy, and times that are hard. 
Times when God gets 
crowded out and times when 
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it seems impossible to see 
what God is working out in 
our lives, because we are so 
busy or pressured.  

We may need to do the work 
of clearing the ground, some 
rocks and weeds - we all 
know how gardening 
(should) work! The more we 
can get our heads around 
God’s role in our lives as our 
personal gardener, the 
greater the opportunity to 
flourish and bear much fruit! 

What makes the ground 
ready for the seed? Paul 
argues in Romans that it is all 
about life in the Spirit - God’s 
Spirit living in us - and 
having a ‘mind governed by 
the spirit which is life and 
peace’. 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship can be 
found here: 

youtu.be/msBVtlrBkAU  

Music Group

By Margaret Rizza, this is not 
so much an anthem, but a 
prayer set to music; simple, 
gentle and unhurried, to 
allow the words to speak and 
the Spirit to act.  The text 
was written by Lancelot 
Andrewes (1555-1626), 
bishop and scholar during 
the reigns of Elizabeth I and 
James I, one time Bishop of 

Winchester, who oversaw the 
translation of the King James 
Version of the Bible.  

youtube.com/watch?
v=Rf309MvtjFY 

Open thou mine eyes and I 
shall see, incline my heart 
and I shall desire, order my 
steps and I shall walk in the 
ways of thy 
commandments ... 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
In acknowledgement of the newly-reopened 'air 
bridges' and UK hospitality generally, this week's 
Quiz theme is Transport, albeit one or two of the 
questions relate to 'fictional' travel. Many thanks to 
Paul Dyer for the questions and answers. 

Questions 

1. Who is regarded as the inventor of the modern 
hovercraft? 

2. The Titanic had two sister ships, what were their 
names? 

3. Track [ie Platform] 29 at Pennsylvania Station 
was the point of departure of which famous train? 

4.  What was the first jet aircraft to enter service 
with the Royal Air Force? 

5. What is the name of the unofficial accolade 
given to the passenger liner crossing the Atlantic, 
in regular service, with the fastest speed? 

6. What number platform, at Kings Cross Station 
do you need if you are catching the Hogwarts 
Express? 

7. Which Italian town is home to Ferrari? 

8. In the world of aeronautics, what does STOVL 
stand for?

https://youtu.be/msBVtlrBkAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf309MvtjFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rf309MvtjFY


Prayer

Source of Life: Throughout 
the age our ancestors has 
faced plagues, slavery, exile, 
discrimination and wars. We 
have walked in the dark 
narrow places wandering 
many deserts, sustain us 
now, bless us God, with your 
strength 

Source of Love: We 
celebrate our courage and 
strength, our shared history 
of values and traditions 
which have gifted us with 
spiritual protection to 
overcome this modern day 
imprisonment of the 10 
plagues. Bless us God, with 
your unending love. 

Source of Healing: We give 
thanks for the gifts and 
blessings we have in our 

 everyday lives, our homes, 
our families, friends, 
communities, our work and 
faith. We are blessed to 
connect with technology, 
media and computers. Bless 
us God, with your healing. 

Source of Courage: Keep us 
safe, help us to continue to 
pray, worship and study. We 
see the light of freedom, just 
beyond the horizon. Let us 
virtually join hands and walk 
together towards the 
promised land. Bless us God, 
with your courage and your 
abundance. And all God's 
people say Amen. 

Shalom, peace unto you, Saz 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Birds of Broadstone

Here are a family of young Long-tailed tits on the bird feeder - 
a number of the young birds love the fat balls which are 
disappearing very quickly!  Listen! 

A Tudor Garden 

As a change from flowers, 
some fruits of the garden. 
First ripening cherry 
tomatoes of the season, 
grown in the porch.

Quick Quiz Answers: 1. Sir Christopher Cockerell. 2. Olympic and Britannic. 3. The Chattanooga 
Choo Choo. 4. Gloster Meteor. 5. The Blue Riband. 6. 9 3/4. (nine and three quarters). 7. Maranello 
(18km from Modena, in Northern Italy) 8. Short Take Off and Vertical Landing

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/long-tailed-tit/
mailto:minister@broadstoneurc.org
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/long-tailed-tit/
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