
Sunday, 5 July 2020 

Bethany Baptist Church 
in Pontypridd have put 
together a very 

amusing video of what life 
back in church might look 
like: m.youtube.com/watch?
feature=youtu.be&v=fIfItkvC
VfA 

Well worth a look, but if you 
can’t, let me tell you that the 
welcomer was dressed in 
head to toe protective gear, 
the handshake was done 
with two litter picking 
grabbers, the collection was 
done by fishing rod from the 
balcony and the best bit has 
to be the minister serving tea 
and coffee via water pistol 
from the Pulpit! Let's just say 
that by the end the 
congregation were asking for 
towels!  

It’s good to have a laugh, but 
they aren’t that far from the 
truth! Elders have had a 
better look at the more 
detailed advice about 
opening and we still agree 
that remaining closed is the 
best course of action for 
now. 

What we are going to do is 
begin the process of risk 
assessment with the building 

and more importantly, ask all 
of you how you feel about 
coming back to church. 
Elders will be given a short 
questionnaire for you to 
complete, or for them to do 
with you over the phone, just 
so we better understand how 
the whole church feels. We 
could really do with a church 
meeting! 

This week’s readings: 
• Matthew 11.16-19,25-30 

• Zechariah 9.9-12 
• Psalm 145.8-14 
• Romans 7.15-25a 

Our first reading from 
Matthew is basically Jesus 
saying ‘your never happy!’ 
The two songs being played, 
one of joy and another to 
mourn too, were both 
equally rejected! This 
children trying to get a 
response from the crowds 
are in fact Jesus and John 
the Baptist.  

John’s message of 
judgement and repentance 
being the dirge and Jesus’ 
message of unconditional 
love, peace and celebration, 
a song of great joy. Jesus 

was rejected with the words 
‘glutton and drunkard’ which 
reflects words seen in 
Deuteronomy 21:20, and 
suggest they were moving to 
stone Jesus rather than just 
insult him!  

The second part of the 
reading is Jesus famous 
invitation to all who are 
thirsty, weary and burdened. 
It’s not an invitation to a life 
of ease, but a release from 
the burdens of religious 
obligation that can be a 
barrier to God. Similarly ‘rest’ 
is more about salvation and 
sabbath, than sitting on the 
couch! That said, we should 
be careful not to dismiss 
aspects of church life that are 
a much heavier burden than 
they should be. 

The passage from Zechariah 
begins in a very familiar 
place and no doubt your 
mind was instantly filled with 
images of Palm Sunday! This 
is an Old Testament passage 
that greatly leans towards 
Jesus coming, and even from 
this distance in time, 
proclaims that he is a king 
that comes with no military 
might, but riding a donkey. 
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Psalms continue to proclaim 
the goodness of God: 

“The Lord is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to 
anger and rich in love!” 

The goodness and love of 
God’s kingdom will endure 
forever, well beyond any 
pandemic! God will indeed 
uphold any who have fallen 
and lift all of us who are 
bowed low. 

It’s not all plain sailing 
though as Paul poetically 
describes his inner battle to 
stay firm on the paths of 
God, always falling into 
things he rejects and failing 
to pursue the ways of God 
he is desperate to live out. 
Thankfully, our life in God is 
a gift of grace, not a test of 
our own effort;  

“Thanks be to God who 
delivers me through Jesus 
Christ our Lord!” 

Amen! 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship can be 
found here: 

youtu.be/n06PWtog30s 

Music Group

Jesus calls us to lay down 
our burdens and rest, and 
pick a different path through 
life.  This anthem by Samual 
Wesley uses the words of the 

Psalmist (Psalm 5 v.8) "Lead 
me, Lord, lead me in Thy 
righteousness, make Thy way 
plain before my face. For it is 

Thou, Lord, Thou, Lord, only 
that makest me dwell in 
safety."  Here is a link to the 
choir of St. Mildreds 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
"On this date...." This week's quiz focuses on 
events that happened on 5th July: what year Hint: 
The sequence of years is in reverse chronological 
order. But, as you'll see, the span of events is quite 
broad. 

1. The Shard, then the tallest building in Europe at 
1016 ft, is "inaugurated" by the Prime Minister of 
Qatar, Hamad bin Jassim bin Jaber Al Thani. 

2. Björn Borg beat John McEnroe for his 5th 
straight Wimbledon Men's Single title win  

3. Algeria gained independence after 132 years of 
French rule 

4. BBC broadcasts its first television news bulletin. 

5. The National Health Service is launched by 
Labour Minister of Health Aneurin Bevan 

6. The Battle of Kursk (USSR) , the biggest battle of 
WW2, begins. 

7. Spam luncheon meat is first launched by the 
Hormel Foods Corporation 

8. The Locomotive Act ['Red Flag'] Act became 
law, setting  a speed limit to 4 mph (6 km/h) in the 
country and 2 mph (3 km/h) in towns for self-
propelled vehicles. It required a man with a red 
flag (hence its popular name) or lantern to walk 60 
yards (50 m) ahead of each vehicle. It was the 
second of five so-called 'Locomotive Acts.

https://youtu.be/n06PWtog30s


Addiscome, Croydon, who 
show that they have risen to 
the challenges of the current 
time. youtube.com/watch?
v=gxgjUMw3x_E 

Prayer

Source of Blessing: Our lives 
are turned upside down, our 
hearts are heavy. Help us 
God to cope with this 
modern plague, we are 
worried for our families and 
friends, we are concerned for 
our communities, and our 
world is on the brink. Bless 
us God with your strength. 

Source of Mercy: We pray for 
strength and courage to stay 
strong for those in our care, 

and for ourselves. We pray 
for insight and wisdom to act 
in loving compassionate 
ways to keep our 
communities safe and sound. 
Bless us God with your 
strength. 

Source of Hope: We pray for 
those who are at greater 
need, who are vulnerable 
and scared, who are isolated 
and lonely, and for those 
heroes who are leading on 
the front lines who keep us 
alive, fed and give us hope. 
Bless us God with your 
strength. 

And all God's people say 
Amen! 

Shalom, Saz 

Minute for Mission

Child of Hope 

Child of Hope is a Ugandan-
led organisation with support 
from British long-term 
volunteers. It works to lift 
families out of poverty in the 
huge Namatala slum of 
Mbale. 

Its main focus is providing 
free education, healthcare 
and welfare support to 
children from some of the 
most disadvantaged families 
(one per family, generally), 
who receive free nursery and 
primary education in the 
Child of Hope School and 
then either secondary school 
education or vocational 

A Tudor Garden 

Thought I would go out and about again this week. 

For those of you who haven't been able to go past the Church in recent weeks I thought 
you might like to see that the Hydrangea is now flowering beautifully and the hanging 
baskets are growing well and looking good too!
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training. Child of Hope’s new 
secondary school opened in 
February 2020. The school 
children are given regular 
meals and clothing. There is 
welfare support for their 
families and foster care for 
orphans and other 
vulnerable children. 

Education is not usually free 
in Uganda and these are 
children whose parents 
cannot afford to send them 
to school. Without this 
education, their prospects 
would be entry into 
prostitution, crime, lifelong 
poverty and an early death.  

Their mothers are 
encouraged into economic 
empowerment through their 
Income Generating Activities 
scheme, which helps them to 
start small businesses to help 
their families become 
financially self-sufficient.  

Bex Okotel, who with her 
husband Moses started this 
charity, recorded a short 
video on the impact of 
coronavirus in Uganda on 
the 23rd of April: 

youtu.be/4HOyfFHJy5A 

Traidcraft Delivery 

We now operate the 
Traidcraft stall from our 
home and can deliver to 
anyone who would like to 
purchase.  A full list of items 
from Traidcraft is available at 

www.traidcraftshop.co.uk. If 
you see anything you would 
like we can order it for you, 
post free, if we don’t have it 
in stock. Please get in touch 
on 01202 602538 or e-mail 
ian@igkpmcdonald.plus.com 

The global pandemic means 
that the fair-trade world is 
suffering, and livelihoods are 
threatened. Many global 
brands have cancelled 
orders, which have already  

been made, or have delayed 
payments, leaving producers 
and artisans with next to 
nothing. Now, more than 
ever Traidcraft needs your 
support. 

Gill and Ian. 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org 

Quick Quiz Answers:  1. 2012, 2. 1980, 3. 1962, 4. 1954, 5. 
1948, 6. 1943, 7. 1937, 8. 1865

Birds of Broadstone

A picture of Ms. M. Pie  (The mag – of magpie being a pet 
form of the girl’s name Margaret, or Margery. There’s a 
tradition, from 16th century, in using forenames as nicknames 
for birds, (as in tom-tit, jenny-wren and robin redbreast).  The 
magpie is an intelligent bird and one of only a few non-
mammal species able to recognize itself in a mirror.
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