
Sunday, 24 May 2020 

W eek ten is my last 
as editor for a 

week as I take a 
break from computer screens 
and give more time to my 
family during half-term. I 
hand the reigns over to 
Martin Casey who I’m quite 
sure will conduct the job 
superbly, though I do 
imagine he is quavering a 
little at the moment, so 
please make sure he’s got a 
good bass line of support all 
week! Thanks Martin! Please 
do send any content for 
number 11 straight to 
Martin, If it comes to me, it’ll 
have to wait a week! 
music@broadstoneurc.org 

This week’s readings: 
• Acts 1.6-14 
• Psalm 68.1-10,32-35 
• 1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11 
• John 17.1-11 

We turn back the the 
beginning of Acts this week 
as we look to the Ascension 
of Christ. That moment when 
his disciples are caught 
looking at the clouds and 
told to get on with it! They 
are to be witnesses to the 
ends of the earth, but they 

must wait until they are 
fuelled up for the journey. 

1 Peter again tries to guide 
his listeners through the 
things that they are suffering 
for Christ. I don’t think we 
should put the current virus 
in the same camp as 
persecution for faith, but 
verse 7 is well worth 
remembering:  

“Cast all your anxiety on him 
because he cares for you.” 

Psalms carries two strong 
reminders in the midst of 
praise 

Firstly, we should pray that 
God arise and may his foes 
flee (v1)! I would definitely 
count this virus as a foe, may 
it flee! 

Secondly, let's extol him who 
rides on the clouds (v4). We 
can be stronger because 
Jesus is at the right hand of 
God and has sent his Spirit 
amongst us. Let us live in his 
strength. 

Lastly our Gospel reading 
from John recites Jesus 
prayer which could easily be 
a prayer prayed moments 
before ascension. He prays 
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Paul McDonald has been delivering postal church to the 
Sidey’s and also collecting photos! I know Gardening isn’t a 
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that his followers might be 
protected and may also be 
united as closely as Jesus 
and his Father. Something it 
seems we must keep 
working at. 

On-Line Worship

This Sunday’s worship is led 
by Rev’d Tim Meachin! It can 
be found here:  

youtu.be/O_rcTdIbscQ 

I’ll be back for the following 
Sunday as we celebrate 
Pentecost. 

Remember we’re also 
thinking about how we might 
make it possible for people 
to watch or listen without 
internet or computer. If you 
are interested in any of the 
following options please let 
me know: 

1. Zoom Prayer Meeting 

2. Zoom Bible Study 

3. DVD of the recorded 
worship 

4. Audio CD of the 
recorded worship 

5. Printed transcript of the 
worship 

Music Group

For Ascension Sunday, I have 
chosen 'O clap your hands' 
by Ralph Vaughan Williams  

youtube.com/watch?
v=rvZLzYxNr5o   

The text is from Psalm 47 
v.1-7 “O clap your hands all 
ye people; shout to God 
with a voice of triumph… 
God is gone up with a shout 
… Sing Praises!”  A great 
anthem of praise from our 
‘Anthems for Choirs 4’ book.  
(Although we didn't have the 

BSO to accompany us when 
we sang it!) 

Prayer Pointers

Can we please pray for our 
leaders and politicians 

- All those that take a role in 
decisions about opening 
up the country 

Margaret, Paul & Jim’s 

Quick Quiz! 
This week is all theme is ‘Birds’! 

1 What is the collective noun for a group of 
ravens? 

2. Which southern U.S. state is nicknamed ‘The 
Pelican State’? 

3. Which bird was there ‘the night we met’? 

4. What was the name of the steam 
locomotive that broke the speed record, at 
126 mph, in 1938? 

5. In the famous Monty Python parrot sketch, 
what breed of parrot had John Cleese 
supposedly been sold? 

6. Which bird did Noah first send out from 
the Ark? 

7. In the title of Ken Kesey’s novel, how many 
flew over the cuckoo’s nest? 

8. Which former ambassador married the 
daughter of James Callaghan? 

https://youtu.be/O_rcTdIbscQ
http://youtube.com/watch?v=rvZLzYxNr5o
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- For wisdom to serve the 
most vulnerable and most 
impacted by this virus 

- To be open to a new 
vision of what our country 
and world might be as we 
seek to look after each 
other and our planet more 
consistently and with a 
higher priority 

Birds of Broadstone

We’ve had a bit of a week 
with birds at the Manse! Our 
nest box on the side of the 
house has had a family of 
Blue Tits growing and 
becoming steadily more 
noisy! This week was time for 
them to leave the nest and 
so they all did apart from 
one. Burd (as he became 
known) loitered around on 
the patio for most of the day 
and has now moved on. 
Here he is: 

This baby Robin made an 
appearance earlier in the 
month.  A Robin frequently 
watches any digging we do 

in the garden, looking for 
whatever treat we might 
unearth. 

Martin Casey 

Pentecost Communion

A virtual Pentecost 
Communion service, 
between the URC and the 
Protestant churches of the 
Palatinate region of 
Germany, will be held on 30 
May at 5pm. Details of how 
to join can be found here: 

ow.ly/qAV250zKtI4 

Get in Touch

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org 

Quick Quiz Answer 

1. An unkindness. 
2. Louisiana. 
3. Nightingale. 
4. Mallard. 
5. Norwegian Blue. 
6. The Raven 
7. One. 
8. Peter Jay

God sets the lonely in 
families, he leads out the 
prisoners with singing 

Psalm 68.6

A Tudor Garden 

This weeks photos are of a 
Weigela shrub flowering in 
our front garden.

https://t.co/x8vgV4uRL0?amp=1
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