
Sunday, 19 April 2020 

After the big party comes 
the lull and the clearing 

up, perhaps with a bit 
of a pause and reflection on 
how things went? How did your 
Easter celebrations go? A 
friend of mine claimed to have 
finished all his Easter chocolate 
and was thinking about buying 
all next years in already, he 
wondered if this was a bad case 
of choc-piling? (I may be able 
to hear the groans from here!) 
Our Easter celebrations are 
really just the start, now come 
our questions of belief, faith 
and action; what does it mean 
for us that Jesus is alive? This 
weeks readings are a huge 
encouragement to us as 
believers who have not seen 
the risen Jesus as the first 
Apostles did, but still believe.  

This Sunday’s readings: 
• John 20.19-31 
• Acts 2.14a, 22-32 
• Psalm 16 
• 1 Peter 1.3-9 

1 Peter is jam packed with 
thinking about new life, hope, 
resurrection, suffering, reward 
and more! I think it worth trying 
to unpack it a little, so that it 
doesn’t give root to unhelpful 
thinking about our present 
situation.  

Peter brings us great 
confidence in what is to come. 
In becoming Christians, in 
believing now, even though we 
do not see, we receive 
salvation. That salvation though 
is not to be complete until the 
Lord comes again. We will 
know, however, a great sense of 
joy as we live in the salvation 
now, loving God and living in 
faith, which is worth more than 
gold. 

Peter also mentions trials and 
this is where I think we need to 

be clear. Peter’s church were 
tested because of their faith. 
Testimony to the Gospel stirs 
up anger, taunting, skepticism 
and much worse. Opponents 
did this is to prove to the world 
that the church’s faith is false, 
but we see again and again 
that under pressure, faith excels 
and God’s people remain true 
to God, just as Jesus did.  

Peter didn’t have things like 
illness and natural disasters in 
mind when he wrote about the 
trials of faith. What we are 
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Sandra Byrne’s window for Easter. “I wasn’t able to get out to 
find a branch to make a tree,  I used the apple tree and flowers 
from the garden of Eden l made for the Christmas festival 
service, I had kept to possibly use again. The eggs and rabbits 
are from one of my visits to Frankenthal.”
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going through now is 
something quite different. That 
said, we are all experiencing a 
time that will challenge us, and 
now is not the time to pack in 
our worship and prayers, but 
instead seek the inexpressible 
and glorious joy of salvation 
and the flourishing of genuine 
faith. 

We are perhaps tested a little 
bit more like Thomas. He gets 
bad press for doubting Jesus 
resurrection, but this only 
seems to be as a result of being 
the one that wasn’t there when 
Jesus first appeared to the 
group. He wants the proof they 
had. He wants to see and touch 
Jesus just as they did. What is 
revealed in Thomas doubting is 
that Jesus doesn’t want to 
leave him floundering, but 
makes a special visit just for 
him. “Peace be with you, stop 
doubting and believe.” Jesus’ 
heart is for everyone to believe 
and for everyone to know him 
and love him.  

In Acts we see a transformed 
Peter preaching to the crowds. 
He is responding to being filled 
with the Spirit, something 
we’ve seen happen a little 
differently in our John reading 
too. This first act of the 
empowered disciples again 
reveals God’s heart to be 
known. 

On-Line Worship 

This weeks service includes 
times of reflection and prayer 
based on our John reading:  

youtu.be/rvdKoVBlcbE 

Music Group 

The Music Group were not 
planning to sing this Sunday, so 
I looked for appropriate 
pieces from our usual anthem 
books that we might have 
sung.  When looking for "The 
Peace of God" by Alan Bullard, 
I found this beautiful singing of 
his "Prayer for Peace", a setting 
of an old Celtic prayer, to share 
instead:  youtube.com/watch?
v=O4M4Sx2g2v8 

Birds of Broadstone 

With the amaryllis having 
flowered for us on Easter Day, I 
wondered about a new 
storyline, of garden birds, to 
share a little of the wonder of 
nature with everyone.   

This is a Coal Tit on our feeder, 
with a seed in its beak.   

From Psalm 8 ... 

... the birds in the sky, 
and the fish in the sea, 
all that swim the paths of the 
seas. 
Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all 
the earth!  

Martin Casey 

Martin aims to photograph a 
different feathered friend each 

week, but if anyone would like 
to send in their photos that 
would be great.  

Birthdays 

Ian McDonald is 65 Today! Just 
to make his day extra special 
here’s a photo of Ian with an 
extra special hat: 

Family News 

Jean Balmer’s funeral took 
place at Blandford Cemetery 
with close family. We shared a 
few stories of Jean, who was 
apparently quite a joker. One 
example was that for years she 
had convinced her 
grandchildren that she had a 
spaghetti tree in her back 
garden! She could also recite 
the entirety of The Lion and 
Albert, a poem by Stanley 
Holloway. 

I’ve recently been asked to go 
and pray with Rita Smith. Sadly 
Rita is nearing the end of her 
life and it was a powerful 
moment as I prayed for her. 
Please do pray for Rita and her 
family in this time. 

https://youtu.be/rvdKoVBlcbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4M4Sx2g2v8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4M4Sx2g2v8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4M4Sx2g2v8


Frankenthal Greeting 

Here are two Easter greetings 
we have received from our 
friends in Frankenthal: 

... from Margit and Manfred 
and all the other friends of 
Frankenthal: 

In the name of the Zwölf-
Apostel-Kirche in Frankenthal I 
will send to you and our friends 
of the URC Broadstone very 
warm Easter Greetings. We 
hope you are all well in these 
difficult times. The URC 
Broadstone will be in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

Uwe Laux sent me a link to his 
online service on Holy Thursday 
to send it to you with many 
greetings from Uwe Laux  
https://youtu.be/legaBdjOvT4 

... and from Traudl and 
Andreas: 

Thank you very much for the 
lovely Easter greetings from 
Broadstone. ... Today we are 
especially with you with our 
thoughts and prayers. How 
different is this Easter! We pray 
that this terrible pandemic will 
end, that there will be drugs 
and vaccines against it. 

Happy Easter!  We greet all our 
friends in Broadstone, may God 
hold His protective hand over 
all of us. 

Prayer Pointers 

I’d like to encourage a bit of a 
special focus this week with our 
prayers. Caroline Foster has 
alerted me to the need to pray 
for all involved in domestic 
abuse. 

Caroline asks that we pray for:  

- victims (of any age or 
gender), 

- children who witness this and 
may be affected for life,  

- the perpetrators who inflict 
this misery 

- those in charities and refuges 
who offer help and support 

It is sadly a largely hidden 
crime that knows no boundaries 
and will be greatly exacerbated 
by the current lock down. 

The latest statistics show there 
to have been 1.6m victims last 
year and nearly 1 in 3 women 
will suffer at some time and this 
seems to be on the increase. 

Grow Your Own 

If anyone fancies trying their 
hand at “growing their own” at 
this time, I can offer trays of six 
vegetable plants for a donation 
of £1 to church funds.  At the 
moment, I can offer red 
cabbage and dwarf kale plants 
– there may be more to follow 
later on!  If anyone is 
interested, please get in touch 
as soon as possible as I will 
prick out the spare seedlings to 
order.   I will grow them on in 
my greenhouse, and deliver to 

you once they get large 
enough to plant out at the end 
of May.  

Gill McDonald – 01202 602538 
– gill@igkpmcdonald.plus.com 

From the Manse 

This weeks artistic efforts from 
Rebekah and I hope as much a 
blessing to you all as it was to 
us. 

Get in Touch 

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org  

https://deref-web-02.de/mail/client/NvbpGAN-5RQ/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FlegaBdjOvT4
mailto:gill@igkpmcdonald.plus.com
mailto:minister@broadstoneurc.org
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