
Sunday, 5 April 2020 

Welcome to the third 
edition of Postal 
Church! I decided 

that rather than producing two 
separate editions for our 
churches in Broadstone and 
Blandford, it might be really 
nice to make it a joint effort! A 
great opportunity to share 
across the pastorate, so if you’d 
all like to welcome each other 
to church, that’d be great. I also 
hear we’ve got at least one 
stray Anglican in the 
congregation! Welcome! 

This Sunday’s readings: 
• Matthew 21.1-11  
• Isaiah 50.4-9a  
• Psalm 118.1-2, 19-29  
• Philippians 2.5-11  

Palm Sunday is a day for great 
praise as we welcome Jesus 
with worship, and open our 
hearts to the coming king! This 
is exactly what the growing 
crowd was doing as danced 
and shouted psalms of joy. 
There’s another side to this 
story though, one playing out 
in the background. There was 
without doubt a hope in Jesus 
as a revolutionary, someone to 
overthrow the Romans and 
perhaps the corrupt leadership 
of their own people. 

Jesus not-so-grand entrance 
would not have gone 
unnoticed.  

Isaiah shows us that prophets 
will suffer, those who speak out 
and do not turn away. He also 
knows that God sustains and 
helps his suffering servant, 
something we should definitely 
reflect on through Holy Week. 
Philippians encourages to take 
on this mindset as we follow 
Christ. 

On-Line Worship 

If you’d like to share 
communion at home with me 
and the rest of the church, head 
on over to YouTube where you 
can find a video that I’ve put 
together including a couple of 
readings, a few thoughts and 
then communion. You’ll need to 
bring your own bread and wine! 

youtu.be/SKcs3yvDuX4  

If you want to experience 
something a little different, 
BBC One is showing Sunday 
Worship at 10.45am. The order 
of service is already available 
at: bbc.co.uk/programmes/
m000h05p They will be 
following our same lectionary 
readings for this week. 

Or quite different again, my 
brother leads worship at his 

church in Balham, London, and 
you’re welcome to join in. Just 
search for Christ Church Balham 
in YouTube. 

Family News 

It seems the whole Shortland 
family is involved either directly 
on the frontline of care, helping 
to plan the delivery of care, or 
as with Janet, freeing up others 
by taking on their workload. 
Please hold them all in your 
prayers. 

Sandra Byrne has sent in this 
photo of her teddy waving for 
the children who pass the 
house - hopefully he’ll have a 
palm branch this Sunday! 

Minute for Mission 

This month’s charity is Prama 
Care, which was founded in 
1982 to help people in need of 
personal care and general 
support. They now also run 
clubs and support groups 
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through Prama Life and have 7 
charity shops in the area. 

Please see Pat’s article in 
Pathway for a much fuller 
description of what they do!  

You’ll no doubt be aware that 
charities are really struggling, 
so please put your gift to Prama 
Care in a separate envelope 
with your offertory number on 
(if you have one!) and we’ll 
collect it all in and pass it on 
when we can. 

The Casey Amaryllis! 

Music Group 

I didn't find a link to the Music 
Group anthem for Palm Sunday, 
"Hosanna to the Son of David" 
by Noel Rawsthorne, so here is 
a link to another of the same 
name by Dan Shutte (the writer 
of 'I the Lord of sea and sky'): 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9CiPOGj9pcY  

On Maundy Thursday we were 
planning to sing, "God so 
loved the world" by John 
Stainer, from his oratorio "The 
Crucifixion", sung in this link by 
Guildford Cathedral choir: 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=XOmlz67Sf14 

In complete musical contrast 
we had also looked at the 
Stuart Townend song 
'Gethsemane Hymn' ('To see 
the King of Heaven fall'), in this 
link with the lyrics: 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8CIY-OvQBV8  

Martin Casey 

Delph House 

Thursday should have been the 
morning we led worship at 
Delph House. I’ve been in 
touch with their manager 
Jaqueline and all are safe and 
well. Everyone is keeping their 
spirits high. please pray for 
everyone living and working at 
the home during this time of 
isolation. 

Prayer Pointers 

Please take time to pray for: 

- Those desperate to help at 
work, but uncertain if they 
have the virus or not 

- All the staff or our care and 
nursing homes, working to 
care for their residents and 
keep spirits high whilst no-
one is allowed to visit. 

Prayer 

Blessed are you, Almighty God. 
We ask that You be there for us, 
as you were for our ancestors 
during the 10 plagues, a great 
pillar in our midst. 

Help us to turn to You, 
Almighty God, for guidance 
during these stressful times.  

Give us strength for the weeks 
and months ahead 

Help us to reach out in love and 
compassion to one another, to 
support those who are unwell 
and vulnerable. 

Be with all their families, 
offering them Your compassion 
and Your Shalom peace 

Bless our doctors and 
paramedics, our nurses and 
scientists, as they are working 
to develop a cure for Covid 19 

Bless our leaders and health 
care professionals. Guide them 
to wise decisions in these 
troubled times 
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Be with us Almighty God. 

Help us to find the inner 
strength and inner shalom 
peace when we are surrounded 
by anxiety and fear. 

Be our Rock and Staff, to You 
we can turn to, guiding our 
steps and keeping us safe.  

Help us to feel Your presence in 
these times of change. Blessed 
are you, Almighty God. And all 
people say Amen. 

Saz 

Encouragement  
*L*-isten to God's voice and 
reflect.  

*O*-bey His word and His 
teachings. 

*C*-all on Jesus name and be 
calmed. 

*K*-now what is the purpose of 
all this. 

*D*-well in His presence. Do 
not panic. 

*O*-ffer a prayer for everyone's 
safety. 

*W*-ait and be patient. This too 
shall passover. 

*N*-uture our personal 
relationship with Him. 

Traidcraft Delivery 

We have moved the Traidcraft 
stall to our home and will try 
and deliver to anyone who 
would like to purchase.   

For most of you, we can 
probably leave goods on your 
doorstep when we go for our 

daily walk, or we might be able 
to deliver on our way to do our 
own supermarket shop.  Please 
get in touch on 01202 602538 
or gill@igkpmcdonald.plus.com 
and we’ll see what we can 
arrange. 

We have one milk chocolate 
Easter egg left (£4) and some 
boxes of six small milk 
chocolate eggs (£4.50 a box) in 
addition to our usual range of 
items.  We also have packs of 6 
Easter cards.   

Gill and Ian.   

The Week That 
Changed the World 

Andy Frost and the Share Jesus 
International team have used 
some of the Lumo Project (a 
film of Holy Week) to produce a 
guide through Holy Week. It’s a 
really helpful exploration of 
each day and I recommend 
having a look over it this 
coming week:  
youtu.be/ShZwfAm9lDI 

I’ve used what Andy Frost has 
put together to provide a 
written guide here too. I hope 
that you find this helpful as you 
journey through this week with 
Jesus. 

Palm Sunday 

Read: Matthew 21.1-11 

Making an entrance into an 
occupied city, a city of unrest. A 
time to remember freedom 
from slavery; will God bring 
freedom again? Enter the 
miracle man riding on a donkey. 
The crowd is stirred and hope is 

rising. “Blessed is the King who 
comes in the name of the 
Lord!”  

Jesus shows us majesty and he 
invites us to worship. 

Monday 

Read: Matthew 21.12-17 

Causing a stir in the Temple, 
the authorities see Jesus as 
dangerous and so the plotting 
begins. The Temple is a holy 
place, set apart, the place to 
get right with God. Jesus sees 
how corrupt and full of 
exploitation it has become and 
so he takes a stand. 

Jesus shows us holiness and 
invites us to enter. 

Tuesday 

Read: Matthew 22.15-22 

We find Jesus in the Temple 
courts teaching and 
connecting; His incredible 
teaching continues to spark fear 
in the heart of the 
establishment who send in the 
spies with their questions; what 
about taxes? Give to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s and to God 
what is God’s. 

Jesus shows us truth and invites 
us to see. 

Wednesday 

Read: John 12.1-11 

Little is happening it seems, so 
it is well worth looking back, to 
the days before his entry as 
recorded in John. 

Mary performs an extravagant 
act of worship, pouring 
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perfume on Jesus feet and 
wiping them with her hair 

Mary shows us loving devotion 
and invites us to open our 
hearts. 

Thursday 

Read: Matthew 26.17-30 

Jesus and his friends gather to 
celebrate the passover in an 
upper room. Jesus redefines 
this ancient Jewish meal and 
reveals a whole new story that 
is to come. Jesus is the 
passover the lamb and the 
promise of God to rescue his 
people, bringing them into the 
promised land. 

Jesus shows us symbols and 
invites us to remember 

Thursday Night 

Read: Matthew 26:31-56 

Out in the darkness and still 
trying to process all that was 
said during the meal - new 
covenant, betrayal and sacrifice 
- Jesus’ disciples grow weary 

Jesus, all alone. His choice, his 
battle with what lies ahead. It 
all starts to feel like darkness 
has the upper hand. Judas’ 
betrayal is revealed and Peter 
tries to start the revolution with 
his knife, but this is a revolution 
of love. The sacrifice is ready 

Jesus shows us courage and 
invites us to surrender. 

Friday  

Read: Matthew 27.11-61 

6am at Counsel of the Elders. 
No compassion, no justice. 

Jesus is taken before Pilate and 
the people. The people have 
dramatically changed their tune 
and so Barabbas, goes free.  

Jesus is led out to die on a 
cross, the words of the crowd 
win through “crucify him!” 

Even through incredible pain 
and suffering, love shines 
through; “Father forgive them.” 
Creation itself reacts as 
darkness sweeps over the land 
and the Temple curtain is torn 
in two. Jesus forgives the 
unforgivable. 

Jesus shows us compassion and 
invites us to receive  

Saturday 

Read 27.62-66 

Darkness. Grief. 

Jesus is dead and his tomb is 
heavily guarded. It was all for 
nothing. 

We must all go through the 
Saturday. We might want to 
stay protected and skip over 
the pain, but we cannot avoid 
it. 

Grief is the reality of our 
brokenness and life is tough. 

Jesus shows us grief, but He 
invites us to hope. 

Sunday 

Read: Matthew 28.1-20 

The stone is rolled away and 
the grave is empty, where can 
he be? Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? 

Everyone is locked in their 
homes full of fear, but there is 

Jesus! The risen Jesus appears 
amongst them. He’s in the 
room. 

Peace be with you. 

Jesus shows us victory, he 
invites us to celebrate!  

Get in Touch 

Andy: 01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org
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