
 Broadstone URC Postal Church   
Sunday 22nd March 2020

Welcome to the first edition of 
Postal Church (catchier name 
suggestions welcome!). These 
are very strange times that we 
are living in and there is a great 
sadness about having to 
endure isolation, but even - and 
perhaps especially - in these 
times, our hope remains and 
can grow stronger. 

'God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble.' (Psalm 46.1) 

So whether you have received 
this in a real or virtual post box, 
I hope that it can be a source of 
encouragement and a resource 
to help us all spend a little time 
over this week sharing the same 
readings, and being guided in 
how we might pray together as 
the URC in Broadstone as well 
as joining with the church 
across the country as a national 
call to prayer is issued. 

Call to Prayer 
Churches Together are calling 
churches across the UK to light 
a candle of hope on Sunday 
22nd March. Light a candle and 
place it in a window of your 
home at 7pm as we pray for the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

This Weeks Readings 
John 9.1-41  Jesus gives sight 
to a man born blind, who 
comes to ‘see’ him for who he 
truly is. Jesus’ critics refuse to 
see as the man sees, and their 

attitudes reveal a more 
sinister kind of 
blindness.  

The other readings for this 
Sunday are: 1 Samuel 16.1-13, 
Psalm 23 & Ephesians 5.8-14.  
The choice of David as Saul’s 
successor relies on a deeper 
kind of seeing, one that goes 
beyond outward appearance. In 
a similar way, the man born 
blind comes to see the truth of 
Jesus. And if seeing opens us 
up to light and life, it is not 
surprising that Paul associates 
the life of faith with the shining 
light of Christ.  

Prayer Pointers 
Please take time to pray for: 
- those struggling with 

isolation, especially those 
who are ill 

- key workers doing all they 
can to keep us safe and 
supplied. 

- hospital staff and medical 
researchers 

On-Line Worship From 
the URC 
Full services will be available 
from the URC's Daily Devotions 
website (devotions.urc.org.uk/
devotions/2020/03/17/sunday-
worship-during-the-
pandemic/) each Sunday. Many 
churches are streaming worship 
for us to join in with, a list of 
which can be found here: 
urc.org.uk/latest-news/3385-
coronavirus-worshipping-
digitally 

Also from BURC; Music Group 
were planning on singing this 
on Sunday during the giving of 
flowers: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QcYzO8Y4PH0 (CD 
available on request). 

Help! 
A little reminder that your 
Elders are still here. If you need 
anything, or need us to help 
you help a neighbour, please 
do reach out to them or to me 
and we’ll see what we can do!  

What Are You Up to? 
I hope to be able to produce 
this news sheet on a weekly 
basis and I’d love to share 
stories and encouragement. 
Get in touch if you’ve got 
anything you’d like to share! 
Perhaps a snapshot of how 
you’re coping or a tale from 
your past when you’ve faced 
real challenge, but come 
through knowing the strength 
of God walking alongside. 

Giving 
A gentle reminder to everyone 
to continue your weekly giving 
using the envelope scheme. 
Putting your giving in an 
envelope for each week is 
better for the church than a 
lump sum. Thank you! 

Get in Touch 
01202 698638 or 
minister@broadstoneurc.org

Casey’s first Amaryllis to 
bud! Watch it grow here!
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