
 

  

Dear Friends 
 

I think like me many of you will have been on 

a bit of an emotional rollercoaster these last 

few weeks. We had all got used to hearing 

that Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was 

unable to do certain things because of her 

health. However, I cannot think that any of us 

thought we’d hear the news we did on 

September 9th, just two days after we’d seen 

her greet our new Prime Minister. 

 

Unlike some of you, having been born in 

1955 I’m one of the first generation of this 

Elizabethan era, so until this last week I’ve 

only ever know one monarch. I do have a 

collection of pre-decimalisation pennies 

depicting the many monarchs we had in the 

20th century. And of course, I remember the 

coinage we had in the early days of decimali-

sation was a mixture of our new and old 

currency. 

 

I never met Her Late Majesty, but through 

Scouting I was privileged to have been in her 

presence three times – at the National Scout 

Service at Windsor Castle in 1978, later when 

she visited Bromley (Kent) and when the 

Venture Scout Unit I led were invited at short 

notice to be the guard of honour at the 

entrance to the House of Lords for the State 

Opening of Parliament. 

 

However, it's not for those things that I 

remember her – it’s her annual Christmas 

Day speech to the nation and Common-

wealth. Through those annual speeches I 

have come to realise how much more than 

the Supreme Governor of the Church of 

England she was. Annually she told us how 

much her faith in our Lord Jesus Christ meant 

to her. 

 

20 years ago, she said this, “I know just how 

much I rely on my faith to guide me through 

the good times and the bad. Each day is a 

new beginning. I know that the only way to 

live my life is to try to do what is right, to take 

the long view, to give of my best in all that the 

day brings, and to put my trust in God … I 

draw strength from the message of hope in 

the Christian gospel.” 

 

These words have a strong meaning of 

service that comes through. Her work being 

an expression of her desire to serve – not 

hired be a servant – she chose to serve her 

people. That reminds me of the King she 

herself followed – Jesus. He too came not to 

be served but to serve. 

 

I pray that you too will seek to serve rather 

than be served. 

 

 Every Blessing and stay safe, 

      Revd Dave Harkison 
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We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been 
injured, unwell or in hospital, 
including Margaret van Coller, Cecil Lawrence, 
Charles Meachin, Neil Thurston and Betty 
Wilson. We also keep in our thoughts Elizabeth 
Howard’s daughter, and Elizabeth herself who 
has been lovingly caring for her. 
 
It’s with great sadness that we learnt of the 
passing of Stephen Bennett in August, a long-
time member of Lytchett Minster 
URC, who was friend to many 
Lytchett members who have joined 
our congregation. 
 
The following day, Eddie Lowdon, 
who worshipped at Broadstone 
URC for many years, also passed 
away. We remember June and all 
who were close to Eddie in our 
prayers. There are more words for 
Eddie on page 4. 
 
We included the death of Irene Stoddart in our 
previous issue, but as it only happened just 
before publication, there is now a longer obituary 
for her also included on page 4. 

 

And finally, in more joyful 
news, Tony and Anne 
McKeer (pictured) celebrated 
their golden wedding anni-
versary on Friday 30th 
September, and (depending 
on when you read this!) have 

just today renewed their vows in church on 
Sunday 2nd October. Congratulations to you 
both, and best wishes for many more years. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Induction of Dean Matthias Gaschott at Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche  
 
In September, our friends at the Zwölf-
Apostel-Kirche in Frankenthal welcomed 
their new Dean, Matthias Gaschott. Traudl 
has kindly sent the pictures below: 
 

Right—Dean Gaschott (left of picture) with 
former Deans Sieglinde Ganz-Walther and 
Dr. Werner Schwartz. 
 

Below left—Revd Gerber passes along 
greetings from the Broadstone URC 
congregation. 
 

Below middle—The reading of Dean 
Gaschott’s ‘charter’. 
 

Below right—A gift from Broadstone URC is 
given to the new dean. 
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Church life in pictures… 
 

Harvest Festival Service 
 
On Sunday 25th September, we held our 
annual Harvest Festival Service, celebrating 
the bountiful Earth, and thinking on our 
responsibilities to it. A massive thank you to 
Caroline Foster, who organised and led the 
service, and to all her many readers, and 
the music group for singing.  
 
Thank you also to Patricia Alexander for the 
beautiful flower arrangements in the church, 
and to everyone who brought donations for 
Poole Food Bank to the service. 
 
If you still want to make a donation to Poole 
Food Bank, there is a box at the back of the 
church, or just speak to Val Rowberry. 
 
Photos by Margaret & Jim Tudor 

Ladies who Like to Lunch – 
do coffee! 
 
Yes, the Ladies’ Coffee Morning ‘did’ 
coffee one Thursday morning in 
September when 10 of us met at The 
Bear Cross for coffee and cake. We 
had a most enjoyable time (you might 
notice the empty plates!) meeting and 
speaking to some we hadn’t met 
before or didn’t know well. Any 
suggestions for another place to meet 
would be most welcome and we hope 
others might join us. 
 
Pat Johnson 
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Irene Rose Bishop was born 2nd January 1930 to 
her parents William and Evelyn Bishop in 
Portsmouth, Hampshire. She was one of eight 
children, 5 boys and 3 girls. During the war she 
was evacuated to the Isle of Wight, which she said 
she did not enjoy as she did get on very well with 
the people who took her in. Shortly after she was re
-evacuated to Salisbury where life was a bit better. 
When she returned to Portsmouth she took her 
examinations and worked as a nurse at St James 
Psychiatric Hospital. 
 
While back in Portsmouth, Irene met George 
Stoddart, whose family came from Newcastle upon 
Tyne. They married in November 1951 in 
Portsmouth. In November 1955 their first child 
Alison was born and three months later they moved 
to Bath. This was the first of several moves due to 
George’s work in the Civil Service. The next move 
was to Basingstoke where in March 1957 their 
second child, Christopher, arrived. Shortly after 
they moved again to Portland and then Weymouth, 
where in February 1961 their third child Nicholas 
was born. 

While in Weymouth she became an active member 
at St Ann’s Church in Radipole, and really enjoyed 
the services and house groups with the Revd John 
Cole. However in 1964 they moved again to the 
new Canford Heath estate being built in Poole. This 
was to be their final move. 
 
In the 1970’s she went back to paid work in 
accounts and also volunteered one evening a week 
for the Samaritans in Bournemouth. Irene joined 
Broadstone URC in late 1992 and regularly 
attended the services until she was no longer able 
to come due to her health. In 1995 she lost her 
husband George to asbestosis caused by long 
exposure to asbestos while working on the 
warships in Portsmouth. In her later years she 
enjoyed knitting for her grandchildren, walking and 
holidays with family and friends. 
 
Irene passed away 24th July 2022 aged 92 after a 
long illness. She will be greatly missed by both 
friends and family. 
 
Peter Legg 

In memoriam 

Irene Stoddart 
2nd January 1930 - 24th July 2022 

George Edward Lowdon, known to us all as Eddie, 
was born in Prudhoe in the Tyne Valley on 6th 
October 1935. From an early age, while still at 
school, his God-given talent for art became clear. 
As a youngster, one of his first commissions was to 
paint a mural on the wall of a café in Prudhoe. On 
leaving school he took an apprenticeship as a sign 
writer. 
 
While completing his National Service with the 
Northumberland and Lancashire Fusiliers 
Regiment, Eddie was asked to design a new cap 
badge when his regiment merged with the London 
Royals. Eddie worked as a commercial artist 
undertaking many commissions from various 
companies as well as private commissions for 
portraits and landscapes. Gill and I are proud to 
have two of Eddie’s paintings in our home. Even 
while living in a care home towards the end of his 
life, he completed many commissions from staff 
and other residents with some amazing line 
drawings. 
 
Eddie and June first met at a dance. As they got to 
know each other, romance blossomed, and they 
were married at Dilstone Road Methodist Church in 

Newcastle in June 1962. They were blessed with 
two children, Debbie and Michael, with whom they 
were able to celebrate their diamond wedding 
anniversary just three months ago. 
 
Eddie loved sport and was a keen supporter of 
Newcastle United football club. He also played golf, 
squash and darts, winning trophies in local 
competitions. He also had an amazing sense of 
humour; loving Morecambe and Wise, the two 
Ronnies and always ready with one-liners to lighten 
any situation. 
 
Eddie was a man of faith, nurtured from his time as 
a choir boy in the local Parish church, through all 
the ups and downs of life. Eddie was a valued 
member of Broadstone URC where, with June, he 
was a member since August 2006. 
 
We remember his wife June, his daughter Debbie 
and husband Sean, his son Michael and wife 
Jennifer and grandchildren, Daniel and Isobel, in 
our prayers. 
 
Ian McDonald 

In memoriam 

Eddie Lowdon 
6th October 1935 - 10th August 2022 
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By the time you read this Jackie and I will have 
been back just over a month from a trip to see the 
Passion Play in the German village of Oberam-
mergau (home to a population of 5000) and 
having had about a week in Austria. I hesitate to 
call it a holiday as we were in a sense working – 
leading worship several times during the week (I 
made use of two URC Ordinands on the other 
days), checking everyone was where they ought 
to be, constantly counting how many of us were 
on the coach as we prepared to move to a new 
destination – a bit like taking a party of school 
children on a trip, bringing up the rear when we 
walked anywhere to make sure no one got left 
behind. 
 
So why a Passion Play in a small village in 
Germany? The villagers of Oberammergau made 
a vow in 1633 at the height of the bubonic plague 
that every 10 years, they would re-enact “the story 
of the suffering, death and resurrection of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ”. This they have done ever 
since with very few exceptions in the round 
decade years. For many years it was a single 
performance – today however there are around 
100 performances of the play to packed audiences 
of some 6000. Not anyone can take part in the 
play. To do so you have to have either been born 
in the village or have lived there for over 30 years! 
Although they do make the odd exception if they 
are lacking a particular skill. 
 
The Passion Play portrays the events of Holy 
Week from Palm Sunday until Easter Day, and 

although entirely in German you wouldn’t need to 
know the language to understand what’s happen-
ing - you know the story. It lasts for some 6 hours 
with a break of about 3 hours to go and eat 
between acts 1 and 2 . There are two full casts so 
that on their days ‘off’ they can still go about their 
everyday lives – running and working in shops, 
hotels, restaurants. They even change to go back 
to restaurants and hotels to serve meals during 
the break between the two acts. 
 
The play is a mixture of spoken word, choral and 
still life scenes (the latter depict parts of the Old 
Testament being fulfilled in the events of Holy 
Week). 
 
It was poignant to go this year. We should have 
gone in 2020 but we were at the height of another 
“plague” – the Covid pandemic. Dr Angelika 
Winterer, the Pastoral Care Leader at Oberam-
mergau Parish Church concludes in her introduc-
tion to the Vow the villagers made, “All those 
years ago, the people of the village, who were 
undergoing terrible suffering, decided to put their 
trust in One who had experienced suffering in his 
own body, but through whom God showed that He 
can transform even the deepest suffering. That 
trust was not disappointed; and the vow by which 
the villagers confirmed their trust was the start of a 
tradition which has been upheld for almost 400 
years.” 
 
Revd Dave Harkison 

Oberammergau Passion Play 

Pam Sales has very kindly donated a series of 
books for the Book Stall in the hall. These books 
are by Lucinda Riley and are well-known to many 
avid book readers. They are known as “The Seven 
Sisters” and are a good and long read – most of 
the books run to 600-700 pages! The first book 
has that title and sets the scene, while the remain-
ing 6 books are about each one of the sisters 
individually. 
 
I have decided not to put them out on the book 
shelves because I don’t want to sell them – I feel 
that it is better to organise them as a “lending 
library” so that anyone who wants to read the 
whole series or “cherry pick” can do so through 
me. They can be read in no particular order other 
than it is preferable to start with the book entitled 
“The Seven Sisters”. There is also “The Moon 
Sister”, “The Sun Sister”, “The Pearl Sister”, “The 

Storm Sister”, “The Shadow Sister” and “The 
Missing Sister”. 
 
If this has whetted your appetite for a good read, 
then please let me know and I will get you the 
book you request if it is available. There is no time 
limit but of course I need the book back as soon 
as you have finished it. I feel that a donation for 
church funds of £1 is appropriate for each 
“borrow”. I do hope you will be inspired to start this 
series – you can dip in and out and don’t neces-
sarily need to read all seven!!! You will not be 
disappointed! 
 
And, don’t forget, the book stall in the church hall 
is always being updated with a few extra books. 
They are a “steal” at only 30p. and this all goes to 
help with the upkeep of the church. 
 

Val Rowberry 

Calling all book readers!! 
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Items for the December 2022 & January 2023 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 27th November 2022 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
  

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
 
Organist:                 Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: Broadstone URC  
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC 

Weekly Activities 
 
Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month    

 
Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group 
    (3

rd
 in month) 

 

 
Wednesday 10.00 am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
  2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

 
Thursday   10.30 am Ladies’ Coffee Morning 
             (alternate weeks) 

 8.00 pm  Music Group 
  

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for 
details. 
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of 
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Coffee Morning, and other activities. 

Deuteronomy 6:4 reads “Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one”. In the original 
Hebrew the words "Hashem echad” (“God is 
one”), when spoken, can be easily mispronounced 
as "Hashem acher" – “another God”. The term 
“other gods” often appears in the Bible; one 
example is in the book of Exodus, “You shall not 
mention the names of other gods.” 
 
As Christians, these ’other gods’ don’t have to be 
understood as actual deities; we can think of 
money, material items, cars, gambling, etc as 
forms of idol worship. This is challenging to think 
about, as it means you can believe in God, but still 
be worshipping something other than God. 
 
While it is probably better to serve God for the 
sake of reward than not to at all, many theologians 
have said worship for the purpose of reward is a 
form of idolatry. This reward doesn’t have to be 
some miraculous gain of wealth, but also a social 
or personal reward—think from Luke 20 & 21 of 
the Pharisees loudly praying and the rich lavishly 
donating, while the poor widow quietly gives the 
small amount she can manage. People who serve 

God for the purpose of self-reward believe in God 
or they wouldn’t serve him at all. Yet, by serving 
for the purpose of reward they show that God's 
interests are less important to them than their 
own, which is ultimately idol worship.  
 
The earlier line from Exodus about not mentioning 
other gods comes in instructions about the 
Sabbath—a day of rest. A famed Jewish 
theologian once suggested that this is about the 
false god of self worship. He said that though we 
are grateful for rest and respite, we must not 
suppose that resting itself is more important than 
the purpose of obeying a commandment in God’s 
service. 
 
We live in a very self-centred world that 
sometimes feels like it has idolatry everywhere. 
The line between serving God and looking for 
reward can be thinner than we might think and is 
often hard to notice. We don’t set out on this road 
deliberately to disobey God, but sometimes we 
extend ourselves so that before we know it, we 
forget to serve God. 
 

Saz Holland 

Serving God, or gods? 
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