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Dear Friends
I occasionally listen to a podcast called
‘unbelievable’. It’s hosted by Justin Brierley and
usually there is a conversation between two
people with differing views, quite often Christian
and atheist. It’s fascinating stuff and well worth
dipping into! Recently though I found a
conversation about the work of J.R.R. Tolkien,
author of The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings, both
of which I love. The conversation was about
finding Jesus in the stories.
It’s a lot simpler it would seem with C.S. Lewis…
There is a big Lion that dies and comes back to
life (sorry if that’s a spoiler), but with Tolkien,
who was a great friend of Lewis and had a
strong Catholic faith, it’s not so clear. There are
big moments that seem like they might be
something? Gandalf descends into the depths
where he fights a darkness, wins and comes
back brighter than ever; but later we see
Aragorn becoming King, and this is after a
different character Frodo has journeyed through
incredible suffering to end evil and bring peace
to the land. Not so obvious.
All fascinating, but the reason I’m talking about
all this is because of Toddlers! We’ve set out on
a path of a more faith-based toddler group, and
being a little more obvious that it’s run in and by
a church, and that we’d love to share our faith
with everyone that comes. The first obvious
steps have been with the story and the songs.
I’ve introduced Bible stories and added a few
worship songs for children. It’s been a whole
load of fun, the children are great and we have a

brilliant time, but I’m left wondering, what is most
important about stories and songs in terms of
sharing faith?
Perhaps C.S. Lewis might advocate the Bible
story approach? I’ve got to tell you, that’s not
easy. Even the best toddler Bible isn’t that
engaging with a bunch of buzzing toddlers! I will
continue to look for better written resources with
great big fun illustrations, but I expect it’ll never
be quite right.

Or do we take a more Tolkien approach of
telling really good stories with themes of faith?
Stories that might inspire or ask questions of the
children and their grownups, but maybe aren’t
directly from the Bible? Stories that talk about
forgiveness, love, care and generosity?
Of course, what matters in the end, however
good the story is, are the relationships everyone
in the group develops and the opportunity to
take things further if anyone wants to. Knowing
it’s a place of faith and prayer, what matters is
that everyone feels welcome, from the youngest
to the oldest. At the moment that seems to
mean asking all kinds of random questions
during the story, making a load of noise on the
guitar at the end and generally having a lot of
fun. I’ve got an increasing number of great
friends who all happen to be under 5, and it’s
brilliant!

Andy

We remember in our prayers those FAMILY NEWS
who are, or have recently been
It’s with great sadness that we learnt
injured, unwell or in hospital, including Margaret of the loss of Nora McNiven, a long time member
van Coller, Henry Freemantle, Mary Joyce, of our congregation. There are words in
Cecil Lawrence, John Mogg, Anna Venable, remembrance of Nora on page 3.
Audrey Wiffen and Betty Wilson.
Saz Holland has kindly suggested for inclusion this prayer from the American priest Father David Moses:

The Litany of Lasts Prayer

For all the souls that are one prayer away from salvation, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from holiness, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from peace, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from heaven, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from healing, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from finding hope, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from seeing the truth, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from embracing their vocation, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from accepting forgiveness let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from sainthood, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from rejecting sin, let this be that prayer
For all the souls that are one prayer away from finding you
Lord God of all that is good, God of order and completion
God of love and mercy, I beg you , for the sake of your Son's sorrowful passion,
Let this prayer, my prayer, in this moment, be that prayer.
Amen

‘Normal’ life moving ahead...
Many of the weekly activities that we used to
do as a church and wider community have
begun to start up again!
It’s only a small thing, but I removed the
‘Weekly Activities’ list from the back page of
Pathway in the April/May 2020 issue with a
sense of sadness and worry at the great
uncertainty that lay before us. Now, far later
than I could have imagined, I’m trying to find a
file for an old issue so that I can copy it back
in. I can’t deny a certain joy and satisfaction
that after so long we can share these fellowships together again.
Dominic Casey

From ‘Inherit the Mirth’ by Cuyler
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In Memoriam:
Nora McNiven (1933 – 2021)

unimaginable to understand the “noise” of two
pipers in the household practising their scales at
the same time – what patience she must
have had! She was also a member of the British
Legion for many years.

Nora was a faithful member of Broadstone URC
for many years and, even in latter years when
unable to attend church in person due to a
severe stroke, her interest in the church and the
congregation never waned. Very few, if any,
church members will know of Nora’s early life,
but she was born in Dewsbury and spent her
early years in Haxby, near York, where her
father worked for Rowntree Macintosh.

As for her time at Broadstone URC, she helped
out at the Day Centre with her friends as well as
at the charity shop. She was a member of Open
House, waitressed at the Wednesday Luncheon
Club, she helped Mhairi Allen with the refreshments at Toddlers, and supported Steve and
Alice Foulger when they were raising funds for
the first scanner in Poole Hospital. In other
words, in her middle life she was the go-to
person for help.

She herself worked in administration, firstly in
York where she met John who was stationed
nearby with the RAF doing his National
Service. John was from the Isle of Isla and it
was natural for them to start their married life in
Scotland – where she must have picked up her
Scottish accent!! Their three children were born
in Edinburgh and family life continued in
Helensburgh near Loch Lomond. John’s work
took them from their cosy existence in Scotland
right down here to Broadstone when the engineering firm Plessey took over Ferranti.

Having lost husband John, Nora moved into
Southmead Retirement Home where she was a
resident for many years. She continued to come
to Sunday worship until she sadly had a severe
stroke which left her with a degree of disability
which made that impossible. As her Elders we
were privileged to have Nora on our pastoral
care list and she was a pleasure to visit. She
was known for the makeup she wore every day
– even when feeling quite poorly. She was
always keen to know how everyone in the
church family was faring, and we were fortunate
enough to enjoy sharing communion with her
and Pat Snow when Andy was able to take it to
her – only Covid and lockdown stopped that. As
Elders, and the wider congregation, we will miss
her very much indeed.

However, Nora was able to find employment in
Barclays House where she enjoyed spotting
famous names on the cheques she was
processing, and she was actually quite sad to
retire at the age of 60! However, she had
interests outside work which included the Ringwood Pipe Band, for whom husband John and
son Don both played. She was a great support
to the Band, even feeding all of them with a
huge buffet on many occasions. It is almost

Val and Mick Rowberry

The Difference
I got up early one morning
and rushed right into the day;
I had so much to accomplish
that I didn’t have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me,
and heavier came each task.
“Why doesn’t God help me?” I wondered,
He answered, “You didn’t ask.”
I wanted to see joy and beauty,
but the day toiled on, grey and bleak;
I wondered why God didn’t show me,

He said, “But you didn’t seek.”
I tried to come into God’s presence;
I used all my keys at the lock.
God gently and lovingly chided,
“My child, you didn’t knock.”
I woke up early this morning,
and paused before entering the day;
I had so much to accomplish
that I had to take time to pray.
Author unknown
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Church life in pictures...
Among the other events starting back up, Saturday 9th October saw our first in-person Pop-In. Although the
Pop-In At Home, where families collected a bag of activities and information to do at home, has worked
wonderfully given the restrictions in place, it was fantastic to see the full event taking place again.
This Pop-In was about the story of the woman at the well, and themed around kindness.

Photos by Jim Tudor

A couple of snaps from our Harvest Sunday service on
the 26th September, including the always-wonderful
flowers, and our collection for Poole Food Bank.
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This October & November issue of Pathway also of course includes Remembrance Day on 11th November,
with Remembrance Sunday the following weekend. In thought on this, Rev. Barbara Meachin has sent one of
her poems for inclusion here.

Poppies
In Flanders,
Fields are green,
Flowers grow,
Cattle graze,
Children play,
Life continues,
Still the poppies grow.

Stone memorials
On village greens,
White crosses row on row,
Named, and nameless,
Tattered flags hang
In church naves,
Reminders of battles won,
And lost,
Of great deeds gone,
Of pain and sacrifice,
Still the poppies grow.

But there were trenches,
Endless tunnels,
Everywhere the clawing mud,
Men went with courage,
Laughed and died,
On both sides,
Still the poppies grow.

Year on year,
In Flanders fields,
Stand, listen,
For echoes whisper
In our ears.
The sound of battle,
Cries of men,
Songs of comrades,
Gallant deeds,
And final prayers,
Paid for with life.

Paused to fraternise,
Exchanged gifts,
Shared cigarettes,
Sang together,
Raised their guns,
And died.
Still the poppies grow.
It ended,
Men trudged home,
Some blind, disabled
To more despair,
Families torn apart,
Comrades gone,
They died again,
Sacrifice forgotten,
Still the poppies grow.

Still, and still,
Lest we forget,
In Flanders fields,
The poppies grow.
Rev. Barbara Meachin

So many men,
Whose mothers wept,
Crying children fatherless,
Wives helpless in despair,
Medals sit proud in picture frames,
Cards, letters from the trench,
Reminders of a time gone by,
When men went out in hope,
To die,
Gave life for glory,
Still the poppies grow.

Your garden in October & November

Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice
As we find ourselves slipping into autumn, you can
cut back perennials that have died down, and divide
herbaceous perennials. More tender plants should
be moved to a greenhouse or conservatory. As
those with apple trees will have noticed, it’s time to
harvest apples, pears, grapes and nuts.

In November, it will be time to plant out winter bedding. Tulip bulbs for a spring display next year can
also be planted now. And don’t forget to put out bird
food to encourage winter birds into the garden!

5

Simchat Torah
A second series on the festivals and traditions Jesus would have known, from a Christian perspective
Simchat Torah is a Jewish holiday that marks the
completion of the annual Torah reading cycle.
Simchat Torah means "Rejoicing in the Law".
Throughout the year, a set 'portion' of the Torah is
read each week. There are 54 portions, so this
approximates to one a week. During Simchat
Torah, the cycle is finished when the last verses of
Deuteronomy are read; straight afterwards the first
few verses of Genesis are read, thereby starting
the cycle again. For this reason, Simchat Torah is
a joyous holiday celebrating the completion of the
study of God's word and looking forward to
hearing those words again during the coming
year.

into smaller prayer groups, each of which will use
one of the Torah scrolls. Dividing the service up
this way gives every person in attendance the
opportunity to bless the Torah. In some traditional
communities, only the men bless the Torah and in
the modern reform communities, women and girls
are also allowed to take part.
What does this High Holiday mean to us then? I
listened to a recent sermon preached by Rabbi
Sarah Berman, and she discussed how each time
people study and read the Torah as a community
or an individual, they are studying God's word.
God is continually speaking to us, and each time
the words are re-read, there is something new to
learn. The first time the focus can be on the
scenario, the second time the characters can be
studied, the third time the focus is God's purpose
etc, so each year God continues to communicate.
There's no direct equivalent in our traditions, the
closest perhaps being the ‘Bible Sunday’
celebration of scripture, so let's take a chance to
celebrate Simchat Torah in our own lives by
approaching the Bible again with new knowledge
and new context from our lives, and see what God
is saying to us.

In the Jewish tradition, holidays begin at sundown
the day before the holiday. With High Holiday
celebrations including Simchat Torah, services
begin in the evening and continue the next day.
The Torah scrolls are removed from the ark and
the clergy will march around the synagogues with
singing, dancing or chanting, with congregations
sometimes kissing the Torah. This ceremony is
known as hakafot, which means "to circle". Once
the Torah is returned to the ark everyone forms a
circle around them and dances with them.
During Simchat Torah services the next morning,
many congregations around the world will divide

Saz Holland

Items for the December 2021 & January 2022 issue of Pathway should be given to
Dominic Casey by Sunday 28th November 2021

Weekly Activities

Points of Contact

Sunday

10.30 am Morning Service

Minister:
Revd. Andy Hall
phone: 01202 698638
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

Tuesday

12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group

Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org

Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday
in the month
(3rd in month)

Wednesday 10.00 am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group
2.00 pm
Thursday

(alternate weeks)

Toddler Group

10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)
(alternate weeks)

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for
details.
See weekly news-sheet or get in touch for details of
‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Open House, and other activities
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Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org
Editor:
Mr Dominic Casey
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org
Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
Facebook: Broadstone URC
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC

