
 

  

Dear Friends 
 

After a full year and a bit of locked down 

Pathway, I want to invite you to do some 

theological reflection. What story or moment in 

the Bible do you think best represents the 

church in its current context? Have a minute to 

think before you read further… 

 

I wonder what aspect you’ve chosen to focus 

on? 

 

For the physical aspect of being ‘locked in’ you 

may have chosen a prison scene - there are 

many, especially in the book of Acts. On the 

whole God breaks people out of prison and out 

of captivity - though we do finish Acts with Paul 

still under guard in Rome, but it’s clear Paul 

sees this as his mission! 

 

Perhaps it is the emotional rollercoaster of the 

whole thing? Perhaps you have found yourself 

in the psalms where David and many others 

bear their soul before God. It’s a good lead in to 

asking some very honest questions of God: Why 

is this happening? When will it end? When will 

the world be free? 

 

Worship might be the thing that has challenged 

you the most. By the rivers of Babylon, anyone? 

How can we sing in this foreign land? A good 

number of you have been able to view the 

weekly worship online, which is great, but it’s not 

quite the same, is it? For those of you that have 

faced the challenge of worship without the 

internet, you will have found this especially hard. 

Hopefully everyone has had moments in this 

time where God has drawn especially close, and 

perhaps it has enabled new habits of reflection 

and prayer, but I pray that congregational 

worship might return this year and hopefully with 

un-masked singing - we’ll see! 

 

The image that stirs me at the moment is this 

time between Easter and Pentecost. In our 

current Gospel of John that is a matter of hours, 

but in Luke & Acts it’s much longer! It’s a time of 

great reflection and prayer, a time of fear and 

uncertainty, but also a time of great unity and 

support. 

 

I hope that with the pastoral support of our 

wonderful Elders, the weekly Postal Church and 

the online worship we have managed to 

maintain a sense of church family? I pray that as 

we begin to emerge from this Covid season, we 

will be able to take time to properly reconnect 

with each other. That may take time, a fair bit of 

adjusting and a thick layer of grace! 

 

I don’t think I’m planning on preaching to a 

crowd of thousands on the day of complete and 

final release, when the church emerges from its 

isolation. I’m also not convinced that the Elders 

will be equipped with a full range of foreign 

languages! I am though praying for a fresh filling 

of the Spirit, an unexpected equipping and a 

renewed and surprising vision for the whole 

church of God! 

 

God bless, 

Andy 
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We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been 
injured, unwell and/or in hospital, 
including Margaret van Coller, John Mogg, 
Pam Sales, Anna Venables and Betty Wilson. 
 
Linda Skakich has returned home from hospital 
since our last issue, and we pray for her 
continued improvement as she recovers her 
strength. 

We must congratulate and send our 
best wishes to Pat Snow, who will 
be celebrating her 90th birthday 

towards the end of April. Many happy returns, 
Pat! 
 
Birthday wishes are also due to Cecil 
Lawrence, who turned 95 years old earlier in 
March. Happy Birthday, Cecil! 
 

FAMILY NEWS 

If you were given the opportunity of a lifetime to host 

a dream dinner party with 6 celebrities or famous 

people of your choice….who would it be? A very 

hard question indeed! For me, it would be Former 

President Barrack Obama and Former First lady 

Michelle Obama, first Asian-American Ordained 

Rabbi and music Cantor in the world Senior Rabbi 

Angela Buchdahl, Former Secretary of State Dr 

Condoleezza Rice, Hollywood and Friends actress 

Jennifer Aniston and one of the most famous biblical 

leaders of the Bible, Moses. So, who did Abraham 

invite, and who didn’t he! That is the question! 

  

In Genesis 18, we read that Almighty God appeared 

again to Abraham as he was sitting at the entrance 

to his tent during the hottest part of the day. 

Abraham looked up and noticed three men standing 

nearby, and he ran to meet them and welcome. “My 

Lord,” he said, “if it pleases you, stop here for a 

while”. Abraham ran to his tent and said to his wife 

Sarah, “Hurry! Get three large measures of your best 

flour, knead it into dough, and bake some delicious 

flat bread.” Then he ran out to the herd and chose a 

tender calf and gave it to his servant, who quickly 

prepared it. When the food was ready, Abraham 

took some flat bread, yogurt, milk and the roasted 

meat, and he served it to the three men. 

 

Worshippers like to think of their places of worship 

as welcoming and friendly places, but few of us 

would ever dream of taking our hospitality to the 

lengths of Abraham does. Three complete strangers 

pass by Abraham’s campsite, and he treats them as 

royalty! It's certainly not a question of a brief 

encounter over a cup of coffee and perhaps a piece 

of chocolate cake. He makes them feel so 

comfortable and welcome, personally makes 

arrangements for a substantial meal, presumably 

entertains them while it is being prepared, and then 

serves them himself.  

 

The year 2020 has been a very strange year due to 

this devastating pandemic. Our social lives have 

completely changed and many opportunities to meet 

with friends and family face to face have 

disappeared. At church, services, coffee time and 

meetings became minimal as we experienced three 

major lockdowns. But without this pandemic, many 

of us would not experience new ways of hospitality 

and thinking about socialising, from online quizzes to 

dinner parties and Bible studies via Zoom, work 

meetings via Microsoft Teams, and services on 

YouTube. For some of us, we kept in contact with 

our loved ones more than ever during this strange 

time, pulling together as a nation relying on God’s 

love, guidance and strength. A blessing in disguise 

might  be a stretch, but a new part of the norm and a 

new way of living. Many people are certainly being 

more eco-friendly by travelling less in the car. How 

would Abraham feel in this new way of life, hosting a 

dinner party via Zoom?? 

 

Back to the story of Abraham, most of the time such 

levels of hospitality are not called for, and in our 

society pressing strangers to stay might be 

considered slightly strange. (Although there may be 

times when it is the right thing to do!) If we strive to 

be open to strangers, making our welcome genuine 

and generous, then the chances are we will offer 

hospitality at the appropriate level. 

 

Abraham’s response reminds us that we should not 

leave hospitality just to those who always do it, the 

catering team or whoever. Everyone can play a part 

in being hospitable. Don’t wait for someone else to 

make the coffee or offer a stranger a seat at your 

dinner table: be ready to do what you can to 

entertain and welcome strangers. There is a quote 

(attributed variously to W. B. Yeats, Edgar Guest 

and others): ‘There are no strangers here, only 

friends you haven’t yet met’, and I think this might 

have been what Abraham was thinking when he 

invited those three complete strangers in for dinner. 

 

Saz Holland 

Abraham’s dinner party guest list 
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On Palm Sunday, Martin and I joined a live 
service on Zoom, which our twinned church in 
Frankenthal had decided to try. It was led by a 
new Vikarin (minister) Simone Schlör and 
included a mix of short pre-recorded videos, 
prayers led by the minister, and hymns  
accompanied live by the organist Herr Mayer. 
Although the members were muted we could 
see each other and there was an atmosphere of 
togetherness during the service. 
 

They regretted that this year they were unable 
to hand out palm crosses because of Covid 
restrictions. Palm crosses were not a tradition 
there until they were introduced when Janet 
Shortland decided to take palms on one of her 
visits to Frankenthal. 
 
After the service, there was a time to chat, and 
the Frankenthal folk welcomed us and sent 
greetings to all in the Broadstone congregation.  
 

Cecilia Casey 

Through television, radio and social media we 
are all being made increasingly aware of the 
effect of climate change on our planet, effects 
that are already having a significant impact on 
some of the world’s poorest countries. 
 
Traidcraft Exchange, the charitable arm 
of Traidcraft, have launched “The Regenerators 
Appeal”, aimed specifically at helping those 
already suffering from the effects of climate 
change, to regenerate their lives so that they are 
better able to cope with this new reality. 
 
Monira’s Story 
Monira lives in Bangladesh - 
home to 160 million people, and 
among the countries most 
vulnerable to the effects of cli-
mate change. 
 
“All my life I grew up seeing six 
seasons in my country. But now 
the hot season is so long, it's 
burning all the time. Winter comes 
for a noticeably short time and too 
late, so we cannot grow vegeta-
bles like before. There are many 
frequent cyclones. The monsoon 
season begins when it is time to 
harvest. Due to the sudden rains 
our crops get ruined! During the 
last cyclone, our trees fell to the ground and our 
houses collapsed. All the crops on the land have 
been destroyed in the cyclone. We are already 
extremely poor, and this climate change is 
making our days miserable.” 
 
“This project is changing our lives and making 
us aware about climate change. We are trying to 
plant trees. We are trying to build our houses 

stronger and on a higher place. We no longer 
want to be dependent on agricultural work only. 
We are trying to learn different skills to increase 
our income. Together when we stand side by 
side, we can deal with many problems. We can 
help each other with wisdom; we can deal with 
any danger together.” 
 
Morina and others like her are working 
with Traidcraft Exchange to fight back. They are 
the Regenerators – people on the frontline of 
the climate crisis who are taking action to  
protect their land and livelihoods. They know 

what they need to do – they just 
need support to get started. With 
our help, they can come together 
to fight back against climate 
change by planting trees, reduc-
ing plastic use, and switching to 
alternative fuels and climate 
resilient crops. Alongside this, 
they can find new ways to earn a 
decent living, and save  
collectively, meaning that when  
disaster strikes, communities are 
better prepared. 
 
Until the 7th June 2021, the UK 
government will double your 
donation to the Regenera-
tors Appeal, to help the most 

vulnerable stand strong in the face of climate 
change. 
 
Donations can be made online at:  
www.traidcraftexchange.org/regenerators   
or by calling 0191 497 6445. 
 
Ian McDonald 

Traidcraft Exchange Appeal 

Twinning news 

http://www.traidcraftexchange.org/regenerators
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Book of Remembrance 
 

While we are unable to host services in-person at the church, we have started including pages from 

our Book of Remembrance in Pathway, to give people a chance to read, remember, and lift up our 

departed friends and their surviving friends and family in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

An update on the church garden 
 
This spring we have been lucky enough to see the 

daffodils bloom around the lawn and the beautiful 

blossom that has begun. 

 

Over the last few years we’ve been working on the 

challenge of thickening the rear lawn and fixing the 

bare patches. A small silver lining of last year’s 

lockdown is that the grass has made great progress 

and is really filling out. 

 

In mid-March we scarified the lawn, which involves 

removing the moss from the base of the lawn, 

allowing the grass blades to reach more air and 

nutrients. We applied some liquid iron feed to the 

lawn and chicken manure 

pellets which all go toward 

helping the grass grow lush and 

healthy. A lesser-known tip is to 

add chicken manure pellets 

along with grass seed to your 

lawn before rain (usually quite 

predictable!) so that it all gets 

washed into the soil together to 

create an excellent grass feed. 

 

Luke Bradford-Casey 

Church life in pictures: looking back... 
 
In these lockdown issues of Pathway, there have 

been few photos of church activities to fill what is 

normally the picture page. Instead I’ve been taking 

the chance to dig through the archives to see what 

activities we’ve shared in this issue from previous 

years. As well as pop-ins and Mothering Sunday 

posies, this issue has also often featured photos of 

our charity musical Ploughman’s Lunch, where 

members of the church would entertain with their 

musical skills while we ate. 

 

Hopefully this is one of the things we can return to in 

the future, but in the mean time, here is a snap from 

our 2018 lunch. 
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Lent & the season of spring 

Items for the June & July 2021 issue of Pathway should be given to  
Dominic Casey by Sunday 30

th
 May 2021 

 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
  

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 

  

Organist:                 Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 
Facebook: Broadstone URC  
YouTube: Broadstone & Blandford URC 

And now for something completely different…                               Credit Cuyler Black, ’Inherit the Mirth’  

 
With its reference to Lent, I feel I should have 
written this for the previous edition of Pathway 
really, but I came across this information recently 
and found it interesting. And with the snow we had 
in Bedfordshire  the week after Easter, it still feels 
like we’re only just teetering into Spring! 
  
Our term for the season of spring comes, 
unsurprisingly, from the springing up of plants and 
flowers as the weather warms – the ‘springing 
time’. It has certainly been lovely recently to see 
the bulbs that we buried in the cold earth a few 
months ago finally bursting into life and colour in 
the garden. 
  
‘Spring’ comes from the Old English 
word springan – which in turn came from the Proto
-Germanic word sprengan – meaning to leap, 
burst forth, fly up, spread, or grow. This meaning 
of ‘spring’ indicates an appearance or origin, such 
as the spring of the sun (sunrise), moon, tides, or 
a beard! Other European languages take their 
words for spring from terms to do with the 
beginning of the new year (e.g. the German 
Frühling = ‘early’; Dutch voorjaar = ‘fore-year’; 
French printemps from the Latin tempus primum = 
‘first time/first season’). 

 
However, we have only used the word ‘spring’ for 
the season since around the fourteenth century. 
Prior to that, the season used the Old English 
word lencten – from which we get our word for the 
ecclesiastical season of Lent. Anglo-Saxons called 
their four seasons lencten, sumor (Summer), 
hærfest (Harvest) and winter. Lencten meant ‘long 
days’, referred to the lengthening of the days that 
occurred during this time of the year. Since the 
Christian period of fasting and preparation for 
Easter also fell during this time, it seems that at 
some point the term for the season became 
synonymous with its liturgical use. Eventually, the 
word ‘spring’ overtook the original word for the 
season, leaving the meaning of ‘Lent’ as the 
purely religious one we use today. 
  
Bonus fact: April in Anglo-Saxon times was known 
as Eostremonath – thought to be named after the 
pagan goddess Eostre, but linked linguistically to 
the Christian festival of Easter. May was Thrimilce, 
or the ‘month of three milkings’ – apparently 
livestock were so well-fed on the spring grass that 
they could be milked three times a day! 
 
Kathryn Emerson 
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