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Dear Friends
I think it is worth echoing here some of the
thoughts that I sent for Broadstone Link; that
one of the most powerful images for us this
Christmas might be Mary and Joseph’s travels
to Bethlehem.
It isn’t the most joyful part of the Christmas
story; they were under orders from the
government about what they should do with their
time, they didn’t seem to know whether they
would be able to stay with anyone and nothing
was at all normal. And yet, this young couple
carried with them the hope of the world!
There is fair debate about what they were
expecting upon arrival, whether it was a stay
with family, or in some kind of inn. The style of
housing at the time accommodated people and
animals - people upstairs, animals down, so it
wouldn’t have taken much increase in people to
mean sleeping with the livestock!
Jesus came into very uncertain and confusing
times. The atmosphere a mix of fear at the
Roman occupation and widespread poverty,
with much of anyone’s income being syphoned
off by Rome and opportunist tax collectors. Yet,
unknown to almost everyone, good news was
being born in their very midst.
This very week we have had the great news of
an approved vaccine, so there is a glimmer of
hope in our lives about what might be on the
horizon! The good news growing in Bethlehem

wasn’t a vaccine, or tax relief, or the withdrawal
of Rome, but a baby. Jesus was and is the
Good News of the world.
In him we can know hope in the face of
impossible circumstance, peace in the face of
turmoil, unity in the face of division and
separation… and vaccination in the face of
global pandemic! All these things, though vast,
are only temporary. Jesus isn’t just for
Christmas, or for life, but for eternity. He is the
salvation of the world, and Christmas, the
incarnation, God among us, is arguably the
biggest step in that plan, changing forever what
it means for God to be with his people.
We will do what we can to draw people together
in worship and fellowship this Christmas, but
it won’t be Christmas as we know it. Let’s pray
for each other and for our nation and world that
through his Spirit God will walk alongside
those who will find this time the hardest, bringing
some sense of hope, joy, peace and love.

Happy Christmas to you all,

Andy

We remember in our prayers those
please check with Janet Meachin
who are, or have recently been FAMILY NEWS (secretary@broadstoneurc.org) if you
injured, unwell and/or in hospital,
wish to attend.
including Mary
Joyce,
Cecil
Lawrence, Eddie Lowdon, John Mogg, Linda As the days of social isolation have become
Skakich, Anna Venables, Betty Williams and nearly routine, please do still take a moment to
Betty Wilson.
reach out to any you know who are suffering
particular loss or isolation.
Very sadly, we recently learnt of the passing of
Pauline Jenkins. Pauline was a long-time We also continue to pray for all those who work in
member of our church and will be sorely the NHS and other caring professions, especially
missed. There will be a longer tribute to Pauline in remembering our own members who do, and
the next issue of Pathway.
those who have family members working in this
country and further afield.
Pauline’s funeral will be taken by Rev. Martin
Ambler and be held at North Cemetery in Finally, in lighter news, John Evans just
Bournemouth at 10am on Friday 11th December. celebrated a special birthday at the start of
There are restricted spaces at the chapel so December - Happy Birthday, John!

The Unexpected

Thoughts on our favourite carols...

Noble Kings and humble shepherds,
Trod the road to Bethlehem,
Discovering the unexpected,
No cheering crowds, or royal throne,
A manger, crude shelter from a hostile world,
No silken carpets, dry brittle straw,
A family, father, mother, new born child,
Those visitors would never know
That in the manger lay,
The Alpha and Omega of God,
A life to influence the world,
Challenging future generations
Build God’s Kingdom here on earth.
The child became a man,
Was asked how will your kingdom come?
His words echo across the years,
‘You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind, and with all your strength’
‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself,
There is no other commandment greater than these.’

My favourite carol
for
Christmas
is “Silent Night”. It
has a beautiful
tune and it is easy
to sing.
I was a schoolchild during WWII, and we had
German and Italian prisoners here in the UK
during the last part of the war. The Germans
held their own Christmas service and one of
their camps was only a few miles away from
our own Parish Church, so when we went to
our Christmas service we could hear them
singing this carol.
(I don’t know where the Italian camp was but
the Italians are good singers so they must
have sung something I suppose!)
I hope we can sing “Silent Night” this year,
however we hold our Christmas services.
Eileen Thurston

Rev. Barbara Meachin

Credit to
Camley
Cartoons
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Church life in pictures: looking back...
In these lockdown issues of Pathway, there have been few photos of church activities to fill what is
normally the picture page. Instead I’ve been taking the chance to dig through the archives to see
what activities we’ve shared in this issue from previous years. It is now Advent, so of course we
would usually have our Advent family pop-in.
The current situation does not mean that this year
will be craft-free, however! Since June, the pop-in
team have replaced the usual events by instead
providing crafts and instructions in goodie bags
for families to have ‘at-home pop-ins’. These can
be collected by families on the Saturday, and will
also tie in to Andy’s online service on the Sunday.
The Advent pop-in, the last for this year, will see
goodie bags handed out on Saturday 12th
December between 10am and 12 noon in the
church car park, including pieces for a Christingle
and other Christmas crafts.

Top, left & right pictures from 2017,
centre from 2015, credit to Jim Tudor

When God sends help...
don’t ask questions!

She said: "Yes, my daughter is sick. I've locked
my keys in my car. I must get home. Please,
can you use this hanger to unlock my car?" He
said, "Sure."

I couldn’t find an original source for this short
story, but many thanks to Val Rowberry for
sending it to me!

He walked over to the car, and in less than a
minute, the car door was open. She hugged the
man and through tears, softly said,
“Thank you, God, for sending me such a very
nice man."

A lady hurried to the pharmacy to get medication, got back to her car and found that she had
locked her keys inside. The woman found an
old rusty coat hanger left on the ground. She
looked at it and said, "I don't know how to use
this."

The man heard her little prayer and replied,
"Lady, I am not a nice man. I just got out of prison yesterday, I was in prison for car theft." The
woman hugged the man again, sobbing, "Oh,
thank you, God! You even sent me a professional."

She bowed her head and asked God to send
her some help. Within 5 minutes a beat-up old
motorcycle pulled up, driven by a bearded man
who was wearing an old biker skull rag. He got
off his bike and asked if he could help.

Is God great or what?!
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Tales from Yarn with Yarn...
Tale No. 1 - Spot the Difference

On Saturday 3rd October, the members of Yarn with Yarn delivered all the knitting that they had
accumulated during the lockdown in March, plus some that had been finished beforehand. It took 40
minutes to fill the back of my car and the items collected were: 118 items for Link to Hope, mainly
hats and scarves for children and adults; 21 sets of hats and neckwarmers for The Sailors Society;
we posted 7 children’s jumpers and 6 hats to Knit for Peace as well as giving 15 more jumpers, 8
blankets, 4 pairs of bedsocks and 6 children’s hats to Lesley Shand in Corfe Mullen for the same
charity. We were also able to send 22 sets of vests and hats for babies to a contact to go to The
Gambia. I still have 7 twiddlemitts to go to Poole Hospital
when the current lockdown is finished. Thank you all for
all that you have done and ke-e-e-ep knitting!
Tale No. 2 - Together Again!
After a ‘dummy’ run the week before, we had our first
get-together on Wednesday 28th October. Six of us met
and it was good to see, talk to and laugh with people we
hadn’t seen for months. Then the following week just 4
of us met and then the next day it was lockdown again!
Hopefully we will be able to meet again on 9th December.

Tale No. 3 - Chocolate Oranges
Members of Yarn with Yarn are busy knitting hats like
those to the right, or elf hats, or even Christmas trees.
We will be putting them atop chocolate oranges donated
by members of the congregation and then presenting
them to Poole Food Bank. We hope that they will bring a
smile to a child’s face over Christmas time. Further information from Pat Johnson, 01202 694747.
Pat Johnson
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The URC… 48 years on!
In the previous issue of Pathway, Rev. Charles Meachin shared some thoughts about the United
Reformed Church as it entered its 48th year of existence. Having been involved in the URC as long as
there has been a URC to get involved in, he wrote about the impact it has had on worship, prayer and
ministry. He continues his thoughts here, and finishes with the URC’s Confession of Faith. Individually
each of the creeds are things we likely all know as Christians without reminder, but it is valuable to read
the ideals we strive for in black and white, and to see where they have brought us.
CHURCH UNITY
The URC is committed to seeking the organic unity
of Christian churches worldwide. We enthusiastically
continue to work with other denominations locally,
nationally and internationally to seek Church Unity.

WHAT WE BELIEVE
Accepting with thanksgiving the Apostles’ and
Nicene creeds and recognising our own particular
heritage, we agreed a ‘new’ declaration of our faith.
This is set out in the Scheme of Union adopted by
the Uniting Assembly: a STATEMENT OF FAITH:

In the 1970s, the first joint general secretary of the
URC, John Huxtable, long an advocate of church
unity, became the executive officer of the Churches
Unity Commission, appointed by the British Council
of Churches. The major British denominations
worked for 3 years (1975-1978), producing their
report and recommendations 'Visible Unity: 10
propositions for Christian Unity'.

We believe in the one living and true God, creator,
preserver and ruler of all things in heaven and earth,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Him alone we worship,
and in him we put our trust.
We believe that God, in his infinite love for men,
gave his eternal Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
became man, lived on earth in perfect love and
obedience, died upon the cross for our sins, rose
again from the dead and lives for evermore, saviour,
judge and king.
We believe that, by the Holy Spirit, this glorious
Gospel is made effective so that through faith we
receive the forgiveness of sins, newness of life as
children of God and strength in this present world to
do his will.
We believe in the one, holy, catholic, apostolic
Church, in heaven and on earth, wherein by the
same Spirit, the whole company of believers is made
one Body of Christ, to worship God and serve him
and all men in his kingdom of righteousness and
love.
We rejoice in the gift of eternal life, and believe that,
in the fullness of time, God will renew and gather in
one all things in Christ, to whom, with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever.

The report was considered by church meetings,
councils, synods and assemblies and was generally
welcomed. The URC approved the initiative and
began to reorganise itself accordingly. The General
Synod of the Church of England did not approve the
plan, ending the negotiations. No discussions for
organic union have taken place now in over half a
century!
There are however small signs of unity, such as in
the introduction of Local Ecumenical Partnerships,
shared buildings, joint local united churches, the joint
training of ministers, and chaplains in hospitals,
universities and the armed forces.
CHRISTIAN AID
Christian Aid sees Christians uniting in a partnership
of people, churches and local organisations committed to ending poverty worldwide through prayer,
education and practical help to the poor.

THE FUTURE
Maybe the time has come to review the organisation
of the URC?

Methodist Janet Lacy worked on the British Council
of Churches programme to help displaced persons
and refugees from WW2. While having supper, URC
Millicent and Kenneth Slack chatted about the post
war refugee 'problem', Millicent suggested mobilising
the churches in Britain with an annual house to
house collection for the world’s poor.

Members
Children
Congregations
Ministers (active)
Lay Preachers
Church house staff
Synod staff (approx.)

After many meetings, a scheme was planned. Local
Churches of all denominations in local organising
committees began working together in Christian Aid
Week, raising millions of pounds and getting to know
each other.

1972
222 050
110 570
2390
1220
2350
20
40

2020
45 000
13 791
1380
430 (31 CRCWs*)
?
60
120

* Church Related Community Worker
Do we need Synods, Provincial Moderators and
such large numbers of staff?

I have personally been able to witness how Christian
Aid projects in India and Africa have brought help
and hope to the poor.

Ecclesia semper reformanda est
“The church must always be reformed",
Rev. Charles Meachin
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Christmas holiday reflection
So, let us worship our Messiah in the crib at
Bethlehem. A tiny cute baby easily wins the
heart and love of anyone, but how much more?
Let us bow before our Messiah and give thanks
for our redemption in Him. Thank Him now in
your own words.

is so mighty and powerful became so small to
help us have life with him.
As we see God's son in a crib, we reflect on
God’s way being a way of gentleness and
humbleness. God’s way is not one of violence
and hatred but love. Born into a harsh world,
God is tender and loving. As we look on Jesus,
we see that he is still the answer in today's
society. Instead of hatred, we see in him
compassion. Instead of anger and fear, we see
in him tenderness and empathy. Instead of
selfishness and violence, in him, we see love for
us. Let us ask him to help us to be gentle,
compassionate and loving with those around us
as he was.

Imagine, a saviour being born in a stable
instead of in a hospital room! This is an arrival of
the Almighty God with humility and peace,
without causing a great racket. God’s
humbleness in Jesus would not surprise us if we
knew God better. However, no matter how much
we try to comprehend God becoming human in
Jesus we will never understand, it will always
remain a great mystery. The best reaction is as
the shepherds did, simply to worship God now
in our own words.

Jesus our Messiah and redeemer, you give us
hope. In the darkness of this world, your light
has shone. Your coming in gentleness and
compassion inspires and encourages us to hold
out your hand of reconciliation, to help one
another, and to work for unity and peace. We
remember the message: “Glory to God in the
highest heaven and on earth peace”. Help us to
be your people of peace and to spread love
everywhere we go. Let us pray now for peace.
Amen.

Why did God who is all-powerful become small,
helpless and powerless as a tiny baby? Quite
simply, out of the great love for us. God became
human so that we might become more like him,
and through a human believe that God really
loved us. In John's gospel it says, “This is the
revelation of God’s love for us, that God sent his
only Son into the world that we might have life
through him”. So, let us thank Almighty God for
revealing his love for us in his son, that he who

Saz Holland

Items for the February & March 2021
issue of Pathway should be given to
Dominic Casey by Sunday 31st January
Points of Contact
Minister:
Revd. Andy Hall
phone: 01202 698638
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org
Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org
Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org
Editor:
Mr Dominic Casey
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org
Web: www.broadstoneurc.org

From Pathway, we wish you all a Merry Christmas,
and peace be with you this winter season.
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