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Dear Friends
Our readings for Sunday 9th August present a
huge challenge to our current circumstances. 1
Kings chapter 19 sees Elijah sheltering in a cave
and Matthew 14:22 onwards tells the story of the
disciples out on the water in their boat. (Not in a
big storm, that’s another story, but it was
certainly choppy!) The challenge to both Elijah
and Peter was to come out of their shelter and
meet with God.
All of us have found ourselves sheltering over
the last few months from an invisible threat, not
a storm, earthquake, wind or fire, but a virus that
has spread across the world. Some of us have
not only had to shelter, but shield, as instructed,
to keep us safe.
The virus hasn’t disappeared, but we’re slowly
being encouraged out of our places of safety
into the big wide world. Some have run out with
enthusiasm at the first opportunity, but most of
us have kept as safe and as distant as possible.
The question of our resurfacing as a church is
increasingly present. We have all the tools to
assess the danger and we can probably work
our way over all the hurdles, but are we really
being called out of the cave or onto the water?
Do we need to make that journey back to our
building to hear from God? Do we need to have
access to our facilities in order to reach out in
love?
Last month our Pop-In team showed us what
might be possible even without our doors open.
With just a car boot and a bit of clever
advertising (and a great deal of hard work
preparing!) they helped quite a number of

families come and collect resources to explore
the theme of the prodigal son. Getting on
towards 100 people (possibly more if they’re in
groups) have watched the worship that went
alongside it!
Of course we will keep exploring the possibilities
of our return, but let’s keep our ears open for the
gentle whisper of God leading us somewhere
new, keep our hearts open to Jesus’ invitation to
step out of the boat, not get back in!

Have a great summer, everyone!

Andy

We remember in our prayers those
who are, or have recently been
injured, unwell and/or in hospital,
including Mary Joyce, Cecil &
June
Lawrence,
Gwyneth
Maling, John Mogg, Anna
Venables and Betty Wilson.

FAMILY NEWS

of Engineering degree from the
University of Surrey.
We also congratulate Emily
Meachin, who is now a qualified
teaching assistant, on the
successful completion of her
training.

As the days of social isolation
have become nearly routine,
please do still take a moment to
reach out to any you know who
are suffering particular loss or
isolation. We also continue to
pray for all those who work in the
NHS
and
other
caring
professions,
especially
remembering our own members
who do, and those who have
family members working in this
country and further afield.

We send our best wishes to Val
Sykes who has moved in to her
new flat in Upton, and is very
happily settling in there.
We also give out congratulations
to Sheila and Joe McMahon,
who will be celebrating their
Diamond wedding anniversary on
the 6th August.

We send our congratulations to
Zoe Jones (née Legg) on the
birth of a son Dylan Henry
Jones, who was born on the 20th July 2020
weighing 8lb 9oz. Mother and baby are doing
well, and Dylan can be seen in the picture
above being held by his older brother, Albie.

Since our last issue, there have
been a number of birthdays
celebrated, including Emily Hall
and most of the Meachin clan:
Janet, Emily, James, Victoria
and a special one for Barbara Meachin! And of
course, June Lawrence also celebrated her 90th
birthday. I’m sure there are others I’m not aware
of, so feel free to let me know!

We wish all the best to Paul McDonald who has
just moved to Farnham to start a new job in
aerospace engineering after earning his Master

Finally, Eileen Thurston wished me to pass on
her thanks for all the birthday cards and well
wishes she received.

A quick look at the United Reformed Church (part 2)
George Goodbody has kindly put together these pieces about the URC, something I found I knew
surprisingly little about! The first part, a potted history of the URC, can be found in the previous issue of
Pathway, and detailed how non-conformist ministers started the Independent and Congregationalist
movements that would, along with English Presbyterian organisations, coalesce to become the URC.
Although both the Congregational and Presbyterian churches held very similar views about their
belief in God, their form of organisation differed.
The Congregational church is governed by the
members at church meetings, while the Presbyterian church is governed by the Presbyters, an
elected committee.

Meeting has the final word, elected Elders (the
successors to Presbyters) look after the day-today running of the church. There is still a General
Assembly, now held every other year.
Although the URC is part of a union with its offices in London, each church can choose how it
runs things, including appointing its Minister. It
does sometimes have to get permission, for
example, for changes in the ownership of its
building. A URC may be in a group where several
churches share one Minister, such as with Broadstone and Blandford United Reformed Churches.
The church members elect Elders who look after
the day-to-day running of the church. Anyone who
is a Church Member may be an Elder.

Both churches had a union which, while having no
direct control over the church, acted as a guide
and offered mutual support between the churches. They also held annual General Assemblies
where ministers and laity could meet to discuss
principles of faith and how the church should relate to a changing world.
When the two churches united, they merged the
form of church government. Although the Church

Information compiled by George Goodbody
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Church life in pictures: looking back...
The central pages of Pathway are usually chock-full
of photos from the last two months of church life,
from ploughman's lunches to pop-ins and special
events.

This issue of Pathway has also featured some lovely
matrimonial memories, including the weddings of
Victoria & Kieran March in 2016, and Rebecca &
Luke Bradford-Casey in 2017.

As you might imagine, these have been in shorter
supply recently, so I have instead decided to look
back over the August-September issues of Pathway
from previous years, to see if there’s anything we
can recover from the archive.
Of course, for the issue following the Macmillan
Dorset Bike ride in July, there’s usually at least a few
photos of people on bikes! The shots below are from
2016 (top) and 2018 (bottom).

And finally, in our current encumbered state the
opportunities for socialising have sadly been lacking.
One such victim is the church BBQ hosted on the
field, which is normally a wonderful part of the summer calendar.

And, of course, this spectacular shot of Paul McDonald cycling the 85 mile course through the French
Alps on the public stage of the Tour de France last
year.

The
church
BBQ in
2017
(top)
and
2018
(bottom)
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Spot the difference!
A little while ago when
Luke and his dad, Colin,
(also a gardener) were
working on the church
garden, Colin looked at the
tree in the field by the side
of the bungalow and
thought it was of sufficient
concern that it should be
taken down.
It proved a wise decision - the photo of the stump makes
the point, the trunk was quite hollow! They also had a chat
to the owner of the bungalow, who approved of their action
as the tree apparently would scrape the roof of the bungalow in the wind. Luke and Colin have left a section of the
hollow trunk behind the stump, to be a 'bug hotel' for the
local insect life.
Luke has continued with the maintenance of the church
grounds during lockdown, ('working from home' is an odd
prospect as a gardener!) so they will be ready to welcome
us back in due course.
Martin Casey

Prayer for the Summer

The (Belated) Annual Broadstone URC
Fishing Report 2019

Source of all things,
May we make our homes places of solace and
relaxation,
laughter, love, peace and safety.
May we be generous, helping others enjoy the
blessings of the summertime.
Creator of the universe,
guide our steps and strengthen our hearts and
minds
during these months of summer
Grant us renewed and refreshed minds and bodies.
May we constantly strive to make a meaningful
difference
in the lives of our loved ones and in the world
around us
as we enjoy the warm days of summertime.
And all God's people say,
Amen.

The regular tongue-in-cheek feature returns, as in
2019 the Revd Tim Meachin (the Izaak Walton of the
Wessex Synod) once again had another successful
fishing trip on the Norfolk Broads. Please see the two
photos below, but speaking of spot the difference,
which one is of Tim?
Name withheld!

Saz Holland, based on a prayer published in
The Catholic Review

Your garden in August & September

Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice
August will be hot - watering is essential! New plants
and containers will especially need looking after.
Deadhead flowering plants regularly, and sweetcorn
and other vegetables can be harvested as they
become ready. Continue cutting out old fruited canes
on raspberries, and lift and pot up rooted strawberry
runners.

In September it will be time to divide herbaceous perennials, and collect and sow seed from perennials and
hardy annuals. Spring flowering bulbs can be planted,
and inside you can also start to reduce the frequency of
houseplant watering.
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Who is your superhero?
The year 2020 will be engrained in our memories for a
very long time, for mostly the wrong reasons!
Calendars, diaries and monthly planners have
become near-useless as everything has merged into
one due to the dreaded lockdown. The world has
turned upside down due to the devastating effects
of Covid-19. Festivals, marathons, the FIFA World
Cup, and many more events are cancelled or
postponed.

the evil Hamen, Moses who freed God’s people from
slavery, Deborah and Barak who led Israel into victory
from evil oppressors, and Samson who defeated the
Philistines and gave God glory, to name a few!
Then there is Jesus: he may not have always been
considered a superhero, but his reputation and
ministry have stood the test of time. He’s still talked
about around the globe and more widely recognized
than any other person over the centuries. He asked
people to follow him, and even though he couldn’t
offer a life of riches and fame, people still followed.
Today, Jesus continues to ask people to follow him.
He is worthy of our worship and our time, and the
rewards of following him far outweigh those of our
fictional and historical heroes. He is our greatest
superhero.

One of the Wessex Synod’s biggest events, FURY
Summer Camp has been postponed as well. This year
the theme was Super Heroes and Villains. The good
news is that camp is going ahead next year (can’t
wait!!) in July 2021… on the same date as the start of
the delayed Olympics in Japan! Another fantastic
event to look forward to with lots of ‘super’ heroes.
This reminded me of the URC
General Assembly 10 years ago.
Among
the
many
45minute seminars was one I led
titled
‘What
Do
You
Think?’
(right).
I
chose Superheroes as the theme
of the session, and for my
icebreaker
I
used
the
1980’s grand hit ‘The Superman
Song’ by Black Lace. (I can
remember
it
as
it
was
yesterday!) Fantastic fun, dancing, singing and acting
out the actions!

Jesus gave his very life so that
mankind could be forgiven
and have eternal life with Almighty
God. Jesus’ story reminds us that
only God is able to save us from
our biggest enemy, sin. Sin is big
and strong, but God is way bigger
and stronger!
Superhero Prayer
(based on Isaiah 40:28-31)
Everlasting God, the creator of the
universe, and superhero of our existence. With your
super strength we shall not grow tired in these days of
constant battles, for you give your powers to the weak
and weary.

Who are our superheroes? World-famous characters
such
as
James
Bond,
Spiderman
and
Superman display quick thinking in a tight situations,
trying to escape death and defeat villains around the
world. Political icons like Winston Churchill, Ronald
Reagan, Margaret Thatcher and Condoleezza Rice
took the problems presented to them and created new
legacies and solutions. Heroes who are problemsolvers inspire us to create a better future for
ourselves and humanity. There are hundreds of
biblical heroes: Esther who saved God’s people from

Even the fittest can lose their powers and fall victim to
our villains, but those who have faith in our superhero,
Almighty God, will have hope and renewed
superpowers. We will soar like mighty eagles in the
sky, and fly along with you Creator God.
Thank you for being our greatest hero Almighty God.
Amen
Saz Holland

Items for the October & November 2020 issue of Pathway
should be given to Dominic Casey by Sunday 27th September 2020
Points of Contact

Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org

Minister:
Revd. Andy Hall
phone: 01202 698638
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org
Editor:
Mr Dominic Casey
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
5

