
 

  

Dear Friends 

For the last few years I’ve been travelling down 

to Plymouth at the end of July to one of the most 

popular mountain bike races in the UK. It’s 

called twentyfour12 and the basic idea is to ride 

around the 10km off-road track as many times 

as you can in 12 or 24 hours. I love it. It does 

require some considerable preparation though 

(that is of course unless you’re part of the team 

that shows up to ride the minimum required 1 

lap in their sumo suits and then sit and watch 

everyone else suffering!). Understandably 

they’ve just announced that this year’s event is 

cancelled and so I’m in the interesting position 

of being well into my preparation, with no event 

to go to!  

Things feel a little similar at church, we’ve all got 

plenty of time to pray, learn and worship at 

home, but at the moment it just feels like the 

main event is cancelled and that can make it a 

lot harder to sustain worship at home. Feelings 

can be quite misleading though, and we’ve 

probably all suffered under a certain amount of 

delusion that church, and especially what we do 

on Sunday morning, is the main event. It’s 

difficult to escape that mode of being as quite a 

considerable amount of church time and effort is 

put into sustaining our weekly meeting, but for 

the moment, it’s gone. What if the main event 

was much more about encouraging discipleship 

(active learning) for everybody? If school were 

always done through weekly assemblies, I’m not 

sure how much anyone would actually learn!  

The Elders have been encouraged by the 

moderators of the URC to ask some very 

searching questions about what church should 

be like as it emerges from this difficult time. 

We’ve very recently heard the news that 

churches might be given permission for private 

prayer, but it will be much longer before all of us 

can gather safely in one space and perhaps 

longer still until we shake the strange feeling of 

having to stay clear of other people.  

Small groups might hold the potential to get us 

moving again, and perhaps along a better path. 

Many of you already enjoy the fellowship of the 

small group setting: Yarn with Yarn, Open 

house, curry club and Oasis, but I wonder if that 

strength of fellowship might be encouraged 

across more of the church and built on to 

include worship and discipleship? I’m not 

suggesting we get people having prayer time at 

Sammi’s curry house or that the knitting chatter 

be re-focused around a Bible passage, I suspect 

it will need new groups, but in that setting I think 

we can be more enabled to learn, share, 

worship and pray. It might also be a setting that 

is more able to welcome and encourage anyone 

just checking church out for the first time, those 

not able to be at church on Sundays, or anyone 

trying to find a new church home to belong to.  

There will always be a need to get everyone 

together and belt out our worship at the tops of 

our voices, but there’s also a seed of opportunity 

here that we need to be careful to nurture and 

see what grows! For now though we will 

continue to worship at home and stay safe!   

God Bless, 

Andy 

 

Pathway 

 
Newsletter of Broadstone United Reformed Church 
June & July 2020 

If you haven’t been receiving Andy’s weekly 
‘Postal Church’, then please let Janet Meachin 
know at secretary@broadstoneurc.org, or tell 
your elder.  
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We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been 
injured, unwell and/or in hospital: 
Mary Joyce, Cecil & June 
Lawrence, Gwyneth Maling, John Mogg, Mick 
Rowberry, Anna Venables and Betty Wilson. 
 
As the days of social isolation 
have become nearly routine, 
please do still take a moment to 
reach out to any you know who 
are suffering particular loss or 
isolation. We also continue to 
pray for all those who work in 
the NHS and other caring 
professions, especially 
remembering our own members 
who do, and those who have 
family members working in this 
country and further afield. 
 
It’s with sadness that we learn 
of the passing of Rita Smith 
and Rob Garnett since our last 
issue, and our thoughts and 
prayers are with their friends 
and families at this difficult time. More words for 
Rita and Rob can be found on page 4. 
 
In happier news, congratulations to Neil 
Shortland & Josie, who were married in a quiet 
ceremony in the garden of Josie’s Aunt’s house 

near Boston, Texas. Janet 
Shortland reports that a friend of 
the couple officiated and another 
friend acted as both Best Man and 

Chief Bridesmaid! Family and friends in the UK 
watched on Zoom and it was lovely. 

 
Best wishes also go to Ian & Gill McDonald, 
who celebrated their 30

th
 wedding anniversary 

on the 2
nd

 June, and to Barbara Meachin who 
will be celebrating a significant birthday on 
Monday 15

th
 June. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Although one of the smaller of Britain’s 

‘mainstream’ denominations, the United Reformed 

Church stands in the historic Reformed tradition, 

whose member denominations make up the  

largest single strand of Protestantism, with more 

than 70 million members worldwide. 

 

The URC in England and Wales was formed in 

1972 when groups from the Congregational 

Church of England and Wales and the  

Presbyterian Church of England joined together. It 

was subsequently joined by congregations from 

the Churches of Christ to become the United Re-

formed Church in the United Kingdom, and then in 

2000 with the Congregational Union of Scotland, 

becoming simply the United Reformed Church. 

 

Both the Congregational and Presbyterian church-

es arose out of the Reformation in the sixteenth 

century, when Protestants broke away from the 

Roman Catholic Church. The Pilgrim Fathers who 

sailed to America in 1620 were among the fore-

runners of the Congregational church, as were the 

Puritans. 

 

Following the passing of the Act of Uniformity in 

1662, all ministers had to belong to the Church of 

England and agree to certain principles. Many felt 

that they could not do this and left to become min-

isters of other churches, creating the idea of a 

‘nonconformist’ movement. This included Inde-

pendents who later became Congregationalists. In 

these early days, ministers of these independent 

churches were often sent to prison. The freedoms 

of non-conformists were only gradually returned 

over many years. 

 

George Goodbody 

A quick history of the United Reformed Church (part 1) 

George Goodbody has kindly put together a potted history of the URC and its forebears, something I 
found I knew surprisingly little about. It will be split over a couple of issues, so please find part two in 
August! 
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The central pages of Pathway are usually chock-full 
of photos from the last two months of Church life, 
from Ploughman's lunches to pop-ins and special 
events. 
 
As you might imagine, these have been in shorter  
supply recently, so I have instead decided to look 
back over the June-July issues of Pathway from  
previous years, to see if there’s anything we can  
recover from the archive. 

 
 
Happy occasions 
abounded, such as in 
2016, when our June 
issue announced that 
Mike & Helen (née 
Tudor) Fosbrook were 
celebrating the birth of 
their first child, Luke, 
who was born in May 
2016 weighing 6lbs 9 
oz. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some things haven’t changed too much since these 
pictures… Yarn with Yarn are still producing wonder-
ful knitwear for good causes! The upper photo is 
from 2015 and shows neck warmers and hats for the 
Sailors Society, while the lower photo is from one 
year later and shows donations for PreemiesUK, a 
charity distributing knitwear for premature babies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2017, we congratulated Eddie Lowdon, who was 
awarded the Worth Cup for exhibiting the most popu-
lar painting as chosen by members of the public dur-
ing the Broadstone Art Society’s Spring 2017 Exhibi-
tion at The Gallery Upstairs at Upton House.   

And finally, some of you may remember a couple of 
years ago when the Church had a friendly visitor. 
Paddington Bear toured round the churches of the 
Wessex Synod in the summer of 2018. He even 
stopped off to visit Ann Scriven on his journey! 
 
As well as being a friendly 
face, the Synod hoped to 
start a discussion about how 
the church and its members 
welcomes unexpected visi-
tors and strangers to the 
church and our lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church life in pictures: looking back... 
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In Memoriam... 

It was with great sadness that we heard of the 
death of Rita on 19th April, aged 98. She was a 
much-loved member of our church family and will 
be greatly missed by us all. The item below has 
been kindly written by Rita’s daughter, Carol. 
 
Rita was faithful and loving throughout her long 
life. She was born in the village of Killylea, North-
ern Ireland, and grew up in this rural community, 
the elder girl in a family of five brothers and sis-
ters. 
 
She was proud that she had been able to achieve 
her School Certificate, do secretarial training at 
The Technical School in Armagh, and in the early 
years of WW2 work in the Post Office. However as 
soon as she reached 21, sadly leaving her mother 
and wondering if she would ever see her again, 
Rita joined the WRAF, and served in Bath as a 
teleprinter operator. She sent and received coded 
messages in a deep underground bunker. Rita 
was very proud of this work and she made lifelong 
friendships there. 
 
After the war she married my dad Jack, whom she 
had known since childhood, and they moved to 
Southampton where Dad worked in the docks. In 
both locations that they lived, Rita's first priority 
was finding a place of worship. 
 
After Dad’s untimely death in 1957, my mum 
brought us 3 children up alone, and undoubtedly 
times were hard but Rita worked hard too so that 
we could have a good education, and whenever 
she could, there were nice things. As a teenager 

my brother was incredulous when mum managed 
to get him a season ticket to watch his team The 
Saints play. Mum was also very enthusiastic 
watching football. 
 
Later, when we were more or less grown up, if we 
ever are, mum married Bill. He had been a far 
east PoW. They had a happy life together for over 
30 years. Rita became part of Bill’s large family. 
Rita always treated people equally, with respect. 
She was a good communicator and encouraged 
people to be able to get on well together. When 
Bill was ill in later life, mum cared for him and it 
was a sad loss when he died in 2005. 
 
Rita had 3 children, 11 grandchildren and 13 great 
grandchildren. There were also Bill’s 5 grandchil-
dren, and great grandchildren. Rita remembered 
all the birthdays and anniversaries and she loved 
sharing parties and lunches. 
 
Wanting to be near family, she moved to Poole in 
2009. This was how she came to Broadstone 
URC, where she found fun and friendship and a 
lovely ladies coffee group. What she missed most 
though when she was in the last 2 years unable to 
attend, was the Church Service and the worship. 
 
Rev. Andy was able to come and speak and pray 
with her in her last days and that was a comfort 
and a blessing for her. Thank you Andy, and 
thanks for all the friendship Rita found at  
Broadstone. 
 
Carol Hill 

Rob Garnett 
 
We were all very sad to hear of the death of Rob 
Garnett early in the lockdown on 25th March. Rob 
was one of the real characters in our congrega-
tion. He started coming to our church as a result 
of a Pop-In he attended and it has been a delight 
having him as part of our church family. 
 
He overcame a long illness a few years ago and 
dealt with profound deafness. In the world of 
work, he was the chief buyer at Hamworthy Engi-
neering. In his spare time, Rob was a fanatical 
cyclist and was cycling up until 7 years ago. He 
was sadly forced in later life to swap his bike for a 
motor-assisted bike, then a motor-assisted tricy-
cle and finally a motorised buggy. 
 
Rob’s daughter Jane is hoping to provide a potted 
history of Rob in the next Pathway.  
 
David Holland 

Rita Smith 

Receive in tranquillity and 
peace, O Lord, the souls 

of your servants who have 
departed this present life 

to come to you. Grant 
them rest and place them 
in the habitations of light, 

the abodes of blessed 
spirits. Give them the life 

that will not age, good 
things that will not pass 
away, delights that have 
no end, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 Prayer for the Deceased 

by Saint Ignatius of Antioch 
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Traidcraft home 
delivery! 
 
We now operate the 

Traidcraft stall from our 

home and can deliver 

to anyone who would 

like to purchase. A full  

list of items from  

Traidcraft is available  

at www.traidcraftshop.co.uk. If you see  

anything you would like we can order it for  

you, post free, if we don’t have it in stock. Please 

get in touch on 01202 602538 or e-mail 

ian@igkpmcdonald.plus.com. 

 
The global pandemic means that the fair-trade 

world is suffering, and livelihoods are threatened. 

Many global brands have cancelled orders, which 

have already been made, or have delayed pay-

ments, leaving producers and artisans with next 

to nothing. Now, more than ever Traidcraft needs 

your support.  

 
Gill & Ian McDonald 

Some time ago, Barbara Meachin very kindly gave 
me a copy of ‘Reflections’, a small collection of her 
own poems. One of these, ‘Journey of the Mind’, 
was included in Postal Church from the 31st May. 
One of the advantages of our current slow time is 
that I can indulge myself to include two more here, 
because, frankly, I love a triptych! 
 

Dominic Casey 
 
Our Time 
 
Our time is now, the air we breathe, 
The steps we take, the cold and warmth, 
Not yesterday, nor yet tomorrow, 
Our moment is the here and now, 
 
Warmed by the sun, thirst quenched by rain, 
The hills and mountains, they endure, 
The seas replenish, crops still grow, 
And speak of the eternal now. 
 
Yet there is something in the heart 
Of man, that forms an everlasting bond, 
With sea and sky and living land, 
Assurance of a mighty plan. 
 
We do not die, tho’ disappear, 
Our day is done, our presence gone, 
But we were here, and therefore shall 
Live on; for us the victory’s won. 

Night 
 
Glorious evening 
clear is the sky 
pink clouds hover 
where sun dipped to rest, 
westward in azure, 
shining on high, 
diamond and sapphire 
adore heaven’s breast. 
 
Silvery moon 
with his smiling face 
on soft deep blue velvet, 
rising so smoothly, 
scattering his moonbeams 
as if he would chase 
shadows and darkness 
which make night unfriendly. 
 
Gathering strength 
for dawn’s glorious rebirth, 
anointed with dew, 
lulled by heaven’s charms, 
tranquil in sleep 
now lies mother earth, 
so slumbers sweet nature 
borne in her arms. 
 
Rev. Barbara Meachin 

‘Our Time’ and ‘Night’ 

http://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk
mailto:ian@igkpmcdonald.plus.com
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Items for the August & September 2020 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Dominic Casey by Sunday 26
th

 July 2020 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

 

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Following the Union Army's devastating loss at the 

Second Battle of Bull Run in August 1862, the Civil 

War dispatches record Abraham Lincoln saying 

about prayer: ‘I have been driven many times upon 

my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had 

nowhere else to go. My own wisdom and that of all 

about me seemed insufficient for that day.’ In these 

uncertain times, we need God more than ever and 

falling on our knees in prayer is our avenue to 

understanding what is best for us. Here’s some 

encouraging examples and facts from the Bible that 

we can take inspiration from and reflect on our 

prayer life with God during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

Prayers are a conversation with God, and can take 

many forms, from praise to supplication, and from 

spontaneous to scripted prayers. We can pray any 

place, anytime and anywhere, and it’s important to 

spend time with God daily. They are a time to ask 

for strength and guidance, to seek refuge and 

comfort, to commit your day to God, and a time to 

pray for others. 

 

The first known dialogue in the Bible between God 

and Adam is Genesis 3:8-13, and the first mention 

of the word prayer is Genesis 20:7. In fact, I didn’t 

realise how much prayer was mentioned in the first 

book of the Bible! We have 3 great examples of 

prayer from the first founding fathers on when we 

can pray. Firstly, Abraham prayed in the morning, 

pleading with God not to destroy the people of 

Sodom (Gen 19:27). Secondly, Isaac prays in a field 

in the afternoon (Gen 24:63), and thirdly, Jacob 

prays at night whilst trying to avoid further conflict 

with his brother Esau (Gen 32). 

 

One of the most important prayers in the Bible is 

from Deuteronomy 6:4: ‘Hear, O Israel, The Lord is 

God and the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength.’ For us, this is our declaration that the 

Lord is God Almighty of the universe and the source 

of all things. 

In the book of Exodus, there are several prayers of 

intercession. Moses intercedes for God to be 

merciful towards His people, and later Aaron asks 

Moses to intercede again, this time for Miriam, 

praying for her healing from a disease. Why do we 

intercede for people? Praying for others is one of 

the opportunities we have to express God’s love to 

the people we meet by coming alongside them in 

times of uncertainty, happiness, stress, celebration 

and many more. Opportunities to think and pray for 

the people who are in greater need than ourselves. 

Ultimately, God will not forget nor forsake them. He 

has created them and called them by name. And 

they are greatly loved by Him (Isaiah 43:1-4).  

 

Finally, the most important blessing we have is the 

Aaronic Blessing or the Priestly Blessing from 

Numbers 6:24-26 in which God instructed Moses to 

have Aaron bless God’s people with security, grace, 

and peace. This prayerful blessing is packed with 

meaning and divided into six parts: ‘May God bless 

you’, here, the blessing summarises the covenant 

between God and his people. Only in relationship 

with God, we are truly blessed. ‘and keep you’, 

God's protection keeps us in covenant relationship 

with him. ‘May God make his face shine upon you’, 

God's face represents his presence, shining upon 

us and the pleasure he takes in his people. ‘And be 

gracious to you’, the result of God's great love and 

faithfulness is his grace toward us as we receive it. 

‘God turn his face towards you’ God is a personal 

God who pays attention to his children as 

individuals. We are his chosen ones. ‘and give you 

peace.’ This conclusion affirms that covenants are 

formed for the purpose of securing peace through a 

right relationship. Peace represents well-being and 

wholeness. When God gives his peace, it is 

complete and eternal. 

 

Stay safe and peace be with you. 

 

Saz Holland 

Stop, relax and pray! A brief trip through prayer in the Bible 


