
 

  

Dear Friends 

It’s probably not the first time I’ve fallen for a 

clever online April fool, but on the first of April 

this year I saw a news headline telling me that 

the Archbishop and the Pope were going to be 

meeting to discuss the moving of Easter this 

year to some time in May. Everything being 

what it is at the moment, this sounded genuinely 

plausible! There have for many years been low 

rumblings about fixing Easter to a standard 

Sunday, but what an incredible sign of unity and 

progressive thought in a time of need this would 

be! No Andy, it’s just the first day of April.  

It is going to be an odd Easter to say the least. 

Michelle is planning the most epic Easter egg 

hunt ever seen and thankfully Gill had already 

supplied us with our eggs (Editor’s note: see 

page 6!), but that will be the big event of the 

day. No shared meal as we remember that time 

in the upper room, no walk of witness around 

the village and no gathered worship with the 

most powerful Easter hymns we can find. Does 

that mean that Easter is cancelled? By no 

means!  

We can still know the power of that small 

gathering in the upper room when Jesus gave 

us the gift of his new covenant celebrated in 

communion. We may just need to celebrate it as 

it was originally given: around a meal table with 

the bread that is ready for the meal and the wine 

that has been opened to drink. You might also 

pause to imagine Jesus stooping with a basin 

and towel to clean your dirty feet. 

We can still know the power of the Cross. It may 

be that you need to find or make a cross, and 

give it more prominence in your day by placing it 

somewhere that you are going to notice it often, 

and perhaps each time you notice it, think about 

a different character in the Good Friday story. 

Simon being forced to carry Jesus’ cross, Peter 

dealing with his denial or Mary looking on with 

her overwhelming grief. Don’t stay there too long 

though, make sure you bring to mind some of 

the words of Jesus: “Today you will be with me 

in paradise”, “It is finished.” 

We should not skip the darkness of Easter 

Saturday either. This is probably the day that 

most reflects our situation now. A great sense of 

loss, friends scattered and hiding behind locked 

doors, feeling like Jesus is gone.  

Even behind those locked doors, we can know 

and can celebrate the power of Jesus’ 

resurrection. The greatest symbol that God has 

defeated death, that nothing can separate us 

from the love of God, even a virus that is slowly 

closing down the world. The stone was rolled 

away, the tomb empty and there he is, right in 

our midst even though we’ve shut ourselves 

away. 

It would be wrong to suggest we all look for the 

positive in this, there is too much loss, but I do 

pray we see fresh revelation of our risen Christ 

who has overcome. He is RISEN. 

Andy 
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We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been injured, 
unwell and/or in hospital: Rob Garnett, 
Mary Joyce, Cecil & June Lawrence, 
Gwyneth Maling, John Mogg, Anna Venables and 
Betty Wilson. 
 
In this time of worry and separation, it is also 
important to keep in mind all those around us. In 
particular, the last two months have seen the loss of 
beloved and faithful congregants, whose obituaries 
can be seen on pages 3 and 4. Please keep their 
family and friends in your hearts, as well as Elvine 
Sidey, whose sister also recently passed away. In 
this time of distance, take a moment to reach out to 
any you know who are suffering particular loss or 
isolation. 
 
We also pray for all those who work in the NHS and 
other caring professions, especially remembering 
our own members who do, and those who have 
family members working in this country and further 
afield. 
 
In more positive news, as those who read last 
week’s Postal Church will know, Eileen Thurston 
recently celebrated her 90th birthday. Many happy 
returns, Eileen! 
 
Reuben Robert Marcus Meachin Blunt was born 
on Saturday 14th March weighing 9lb 3oz, son of 
Cathryn (née Meachin) & Alan Blunt, and a first 
grandson to Janet & Tim Meachin. (See picture 
below) 

Kathryn Twist (née Dyer) has given 
birth to a beautiful girl, Charlotte Rose 
Kathryn Twist. She was born on 
Sunday 15th March, weighing 6lb 7oz. 

 
Please join Betty Williams in thanksgiving for the 
safe arrival of her great-grandson, Reuben 
Theo. Born 28th March 2020 weighing 8lb 
5oz, Reuben is a second boy for Zoë and David 
Amery, who live in Cornwall. 
 
And finally, congratulations to Lucy Depper and 
Frank Fleischer, who were married on 1st February. 

FAMILY NEWS 

After a few years getting rooted in its new home, the 
magnolia tree at church has finally flowered, and is 
looking bright and colourful. 

The tree was originally planted at Lytchett Minster in 
memory of  Miss ‘Phil’ Phillips, the sister of Pearl 
Wilson. When Lytchett Minster closed, Rev Martin 
Ambler asked the congregation if there was any-
thing they would like from the church (thinking, per-
haps, a hymnbook) and instead the tree made its 
way to our church! With some careful tending by our 
gardeners (and instruction from Betty Williams!) it is 
beginning to flower again. 



 

3 

In Memoriam... 

Ann Longley 
29th December 1938 – 31st January 2020 
 
Ann was born in Cymmer, S. Wales the youngest of 
nine children. Although Ann lived longer outside of 
Wales than in Wales, she very much retained her 
Welsh roots.  
 
She married her husband David in her early twen-
ties and they lived for a short while in Bridgend. Due 
to her husband’s engineering job, they had to leave 
Wales with their two sons, Nigel and Malcolm, and 
move to Maidenhead. After a while they decided to 
relocate to Bournemouth to fulfil their dream of run-
ning a hotel. 
 
Sadly Ann’s husband died suddenly at the age of 55 
from a heart attack. Ann continued for a while to run 
the hotel on her own until it became too much for 
her. She decided to move to the Poole area and 
lived on Canford Heath for over 20 years.  
 
Ann was always a very optimistic person and quick-
ly involved herself in the local neighbourhood and 
community. She volunteered at the Age UK shop in 
Broadstone for over 20 years, helped at the Day 
Centre in the URC hall, belonged to the Local 
Welsh Society and was active in the Christian Fel-
lowship Group. She also played bowls, tennis and 
badminton until her health started failing a few years 
ago. 
 
Ann had a deep and gentle Christian faith that was 
shown by her loving, caring and welcoming attitude 
to everyone, most noticeably at Church where she 
always made the effort to make sure no-one sat on 
their own, and especially to any newcomer coming 
into the Church. Ann just loved to talk to people.  
 
Ann’s last year or two of her life was dominated by 
very bad health, but Ann being who she was never 
moaned or complained but always looked on the 
good side of life. She will certainly be greatly missed 
by all her family and many friends. 
 

Sandra Byrne & Sandra Taylor 

Grace Allinson 
1st September 1922 – 21st February 2020 
 
Grace was born in Greenock, Scotland, followed 
quickly by her sister Isabel and brother David. When 
Grace was still very young the family moved to Sun-
derland, a move that set Grace on a life-long affilia-
tion with Sunderland FC. 
 
However, Sunderland was not home for long be-
cause, in 1946, on the posting of Grace’s father to 
Rio de Janeiro, she and the rest of the family took 
the opportunity to see Rio – arriving by converted 
Lancaster bomber some days ahead of their sea-
bound dad. Rio was also, coincidentally, the desti-
nation of one Bill Allinson, a fellow resident of Sun-
derland and soon to be a key part of Grace’s life. So 
it was that, two years later, Grace and Bill were 
married – but in the less exotic climes of Greenock 
because Bill was transferring to a job in Malta. 
Grace then lived in various other exotic locations – 
Kenya, Tanganyika (now Tanzania) – as Bill had 
decided to work ashore. Then, in 1963, they moved 
back to the UK, to Sunderland, finally reaching 
Poole – where Bill served as Harbour Master – in 
1968. 
 
After some time worshipping at Canford Heath 
URC, Grace and Bill joined our church here, becom-
ing members in April 1981. Together they joined 
fully in church life, Grace being a regular and faithful 
presence among the ladies on the back row. After 
Bill’s passing in 2001 and declining health forced 
her to move into Park Lodge Residential Care 
Home, Grace continued to be faithful in both attend-
ance and belief in The Lord, booking taxis to take 
her to and from worship. 
 
When increasing frailty finally made going to church 
impossible, she was always keen to hear news of 
the church and its people. Grace will be much 
missed by all those fortunate to know her. Our sad-
ness at her passing is only tempered by the 
knowledge that Grace is now reunited with her be-
loved Bill and that both are at peace with The Lord. 

Pearl Wilson 
5th October 1925 – 21st February 2020 
 
I really got to know Pearl two years ago when I took 
over being her Elder. She was always a delight to 
visit and always had a story to tell you, especially 
stories from WW2 when she was a WREN based in 
a hotel on Hayling Island. It was during this time she 
met Joyce who was to become her best friend. Pearl 
met her husband Jim through Joyce and in May 
1954 they married. They were blessed with five chil-
dren, Richard, twins Jane & Ruth followed by Liz & 
Chris. 
 
In 1964 Pearl’s life was dramatically altered when 
Jim died early at only 38 years of age. This tragic – 

and wholly unexpected – event left Pearl alone with 
the five children all under nine. But she rose to the 
task of bringing them up. 
 
In 1967 Pearl moved to Broadstone to be near Joyce 
and her family. Pearl became a member at Broad-
stone URC and over 53 years Pearl got stuck in with 
plenty of jobs, including typing and duplicating the 
church newsletter, helping with Brownies and Cubs, 
helping at the lunch club and many other activities, 
also becoming our longest serving member. 
 
Pearl will be sadly missed by family, friends and all 
at Broadstone URC who knew her as a dear friend. 
 
Janet Meachin 
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Praying can be fun 
 

I recently came across this prayer in the URC Prayer 
Handbook for 2019, written by Alex Clare-Young, 
from Westminster College, Cambridge.  The reading 
from Luke on which it is based is the story of Zac-
chaeus, the tax collector. 
 
The prayer is entitled: ‘Sitting in a tree: A children’s 
prayer before Communion’. 
 
You and me, sitting in a tree, 
H.I.D.I.N and G 
Jesus is here, God is near, 
We are not good enough -  
trouble and fear! 
 
Me and you, trying to do, 
justice, love and faithfulness too. 
Jesus hear! God come near! 
We want your help to 
dry the tears. 

 
God comes close, whispers in your ear: 
Listen, listen, I am here! 
Let me in, let me see, 
I can help you. 
Now let’s eat. 
 
Jesus, as we share this meal, 
help us to listen, help us to feel 
We eat with you, 
sharing your word. 
Come to the table 
let all be heard, 
 
Amen  
 

 
Pat Johnson 

Betty Bricknell 
10th September 1929 – 11th February 2020 
 
Betty was born in September 1929 in the Ealing ar-
ea of Middlesex. In April 1952 she married Roy, 
who was a metallurgist. They were both members of 
Hanwell and Ealing Opera Society where Betty was 
the secretary for a time. 
 
The move to Broadstone occurred when Roy was 
appointed as a lecturer at Bournemouth College of 
Technology, and Betty went to work for Goadsby 
and Harding. 
 
They both joined what was then BLOS, Broadstone 
Light Operatic Society, where Betty sang many solo 
roles. She was also a staunch member of the horti-
cultural society being a very keen gardener and 
proud of her garden. Roy sadly passed away in 
1978. 
 
Betty became a church member in March 1977, lat-
er becoming an Elder and eventually Church Secre-
tary in early 1995, only relinquishing the position in 
2008. She will be remembered for her efficiency as 
well as her desire for tidiness – anything that was 
left lying around would be tidied away or discarded. 
 
Soon after retiring from the secretaryship her 
memory began to fail and it saddened us all to see 
how she deteriorated. We were glad to hear she 
had moved into a local nursing home and would be 
safe and looked after. She was happy there, and so 
it was a shock to learn of her death after such a 
short time in the home. 
 
Betty will be remembered for her care and diligence, 
and be missed by us all. 
 
Pat Johnson 

Pam Mogg 
 
We were all very sad that the Covid-19 restrictions 
prevented Pam’s life from being celebrated by the 
whole church family and so it is planned that once 
we are over the pandemic there will be a service of 
remembrance in which we can all share. 
 
Pam was a much loved and faithful member of our 
congregation. She first came to the church in 1983 
with her husband John and their two boys Adrian 
and Richard, who were both in the Junior Church. 
 
In her early life, before she was married, Pam be-
came the first manager of Dorothy Perkins’ flagship 
store on Oxford Street. Clearly a very important po-
sition. After meeting and marrying John she moved 
to Sutton Coldfield where the boys were born. Then 
in 1983 John got a job at Hamworthy Engineering 
which led to the family moving south to Dorset. 
 
Pam’s mother Jessie Coulton later moved to the 
area to be near the family. When Jessie’s health 
deteriorated Pam showed great love and care for 
her, seeing her on a daily basis. 
 
Pam was a very active member of our church and 
supporter of all its activities. Outside of the church 
she was a Teaching Assistant at Springdale School 
and also helped John with his business Wessex Fil-
ters. 
 
Pam will be remembered as someone who was al-
ways calm, well dressed and very caring with every-
one she met. All that she did and the love she 
showed towards her family and everyone she knew 
were driven by a strong faith. We will all miss Pam 
very much. 
 
David Holland 
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I remember 
On September 3rd 1939 at 11am 
With Mum, Dad and little sister 
Huddling round our two-valve crackly radio to 
hear the Prime Minister Chamberlain tell us in 
anxious tones “this country is at WAR with 
Germany” 
I remember 
Fitting blackout curtains on every window; street 
lights were switched off, car and bicycle lamps 
shielded. 
I remember  
Being evacuated with my sister, put on a train 
with gas mask, a food parcel, tin of corned beef, 
can of Libby’s milk and a bar of chocolate, 
transported to Matlock and allocated to the Vicar 
of Bonsall and his wife, taken to the Vicarage to 
be looked after, stayed 4 weeks!!! Back to 
Manchester and the blitz 
I remember 
No schooling for 8 months 
I remember 
Dad recounting his experiences as a soldier in 
the Manchester Pals telling us about life on the 
Somme in 1914 
I remember 
Two soldiers recently rescued from the beaches 
of Dunkirk, staying with us for a few days until 
they were able to re-join their regiment. 
I remember 
The Manchester blitz. We spent each night in an 
Anderson shelter. A hole in our garden covered 
with earth on a corrugated tin roof; four bunks, a 
candle, pipe oil stove, condensed breath 
dripping from the roof. Listening for the whine of 
bombs, hoping they would miss our home. 
I remember 
Working a foot operated stirrup pump as Dad 
dealt with small incendiary bombs 
I remember 
A decade and a half of rationing  
2 oz. sugar, 2 oz. butter, bacon, tea, a few 
sweets, one shilling and sixpenny worth of meat, 
jam, biscuits, cheese, breakfast cereals, eggs, 
lard, milk, canned and dried fruit, clothing 
coupons, some coal and paraffin. 
I remember 
Dark blacked out smoggy raining nights walking 
home. 
I remember 
Watching an aerial 'dog fight' as a Spitfire 
chased two Messerschmitts in the sky over 
Manchester  
I remember 
Good folk who risked their lives in the armed 

and civil services; acts of heroism, neighbours, 
who with acts of kindness made life easier for 
others. 
 
 
I remember 
Spivs, crooks, hoarders and black-market under
-the-counter dealers selfishly profiteering at the 
expense of ordinary honest folk. 
I remember 
Neighbours taking chocolates and cigarettes to 
German prisoners 'camped' in huts erected 
behind our local cinema  
I remember 
Seeing the newsreels of Richard Dimbleby  
entering the Buchenwald concentration camp.  
I remember  
VE Day  
Listening to the radio late on May 7th 1945. 
We heard the news flash announcing that 
Germany had surrendered and the war in 
Europe had ended. Tomorrow would be Victory 
in Europe Day, a national holiday. 
I remember 
On May 8th Prime Minister Churchill making a 
national radio broadcast welcoming the news 
that the war had ended, adding a word of 
caution, “we may allow ourselves a brief period 
of rejoicing, but let us not forget for a moment 
the toil and efforts that lie ahead” 
 
REFLECTION 
World War Two fundamentally transformed 
Britain and the World: education, health and 
social care, social structures, governance, 
travel, communication, technology, industrial 
processes, art, scientific and medical advances 
etc., etc.  
 
The present sinister war on an invisible enemy, 
Coronavirus, has already begun to inexorably 
and dramatically transform our world and our 
way of life, the months ahead of isolation, 
illness, stress, restriction, worry, bereavement 
will indeed 'transform the world ' 
 
My hope and prayer for our grandchildren and 
Harriet, Matilda and Reuben, our three great-
grandchildren, and for all the children of the 
World is for Peace, Healing, Unity and Love. 
May we all willingly engage in the 'Toil and 
efforts that lie ahead’ 
 

Charles Meachin 
23rd March 2020 
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Items for the June & July 2020 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Dominic Casey by Sunday 31
st
 May 2020 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

 

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

As the church is unable to collect offerings in the usual 

way, the suggestion is (if you are able in the current 

circumstances) to set aside a labelled envelope with a 

donation, which can be collected a later date. 
  

April Communion charity: PramaCare 
 

PramaCare is a local Christian organisation founded 
in 1982 offering friendly, caring support to clients, be 
it for meal preparation, personal care and laundry, 
support in getting to appointments and activities or 
administering medication. 
 
Prama now has nearly 200 professional Care Sup-
port Workers who are trained in-house to provide 
them with the specific skills and procedures that are 
required in carrying out their duties. The Care Work-
ers are regularly monitored and will be trained to 
deal with any special requirements by the client. 
 
Each client will have a care plan decided between 
them and one of the managers, which will aim to en-
sure that the client feels in control of their own life 
and knows that their safety, comfort, dignity and 
happiness will be ensured. The number of visits and 
length of each visit will be decided and put into the 
Care Plan; each visit can vary from a few hours once 
a week to several times a day. 

Prama also offer dementia care, support for people 
with acquired brain injury and end-of-life care. Care 
is tailored to the needs of the client. 
 

A quote from a client, Mary: “I never think they see 
what they do as a duty or a job, simply that they 
want to make someone else's life better,  and that’s 
what they've done for me”. Mary and her son had 
got in touch with Prama when she became affected 
by short-term memory loss and mobility problems 
and arrangements were made for Mary to have help 
with housework and company when shopping. As 
you can see Mary was very happy with the help she 
received. 
 

Two other branches are in the Prama family. There 
is PramaLife which provides a wide range of activi-
ties and services across Poole, East Dorset and 
Bournemouth. It now has 56 clubs and support 
groups for older people, those living with dementia 
and their carers. There are also 7 charity shops in 
the area. The other branch is The PramaFoundation 
which acts as a voice for issues impacting older peo-
ple and supporting their Human Rights. 
 

Please support PramaCare, which is our communion 
offering for April. 
 

Pat Johnson 

Something a little lighter… 
 

WORSHIP PLANNING (Covid-19 edition) 
 
Not Recommended 
Breathe on Me, Breath of God 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
Just a Closer Walk with Thee 
Gather Us In 
Close to Thee 
 
Could Work 
Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 
Jesus Walked this Lonesome Valley 
I Come to the Garden Alone 
Trust and Obey 
 
Credit: Rev Stephanie Schlimm 

Traidcraft home delivery! 
 

We have moved the Traidcraft stall to our home and 
will try and deliver to anyone who would like to pur-
chase.   
 

For most of you, we can probably leave goods on 
your doorstep when we go for our daily walk, or we 
might be able to deliver on our way to do our own su-
permarket shop. Please get in touch on 01202 
602538 or gill@igkpmcdonald.plus.com and we’ll see 
what we can arrange. 
 

We have one milk chocolate Easter egg left (£4) and 
some boxes of six small milk chocolate eggs (£4.50 a 
box) in addition to our usual range of items.  We also 
have packs of 6 Easter cards. 
 

Gill & Ian McDonald 


