
 

  

Dear Friends 

I regularly pray that the Spirit would fill, lead and 

bless myself and others, and I hope that as 

followers of Christ we spend a good deal of our 

time engaged with listening for the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit? But it is not often that we 

consider the challenge that the Spirit might 

bring. 

Following the Baptism of Jesus in Luke’s gospel, 

however, the first act of the Spirit is to lead 

Jesus into the wilderness where he is tempted 

by the devil: “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left 

the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness” (Luke 4.1). These verses have long 

fascinated me as they don’t seem to be the 

encouraging training or equipping that you 

would hope for - where is the jubilant Pentecost-

like moment for Jesus? His baptism is incredibly 

uplifting, but why then does he not rush out into 

the streets and deliver the ultimate sermon and 

enlist 25,000 disciples? 

At our recent “any questions” event at the 

Methodist Church, Father Declan reminded us 

that Jesus never promised life would be easy, in 

fact quite the opposite. He promised there would 

be hardship and a great deal of opposition. This 

was said in answer to the question “why is life 

so unfair?” A good deal of the answer to that 

question is that there is no answer, but in small 

part, we need to recognise that everything 

grows to be stronger if it has dealt with 

resistance. If life for Jesus had been a dreamy 

spirit-filled meander through fields of daisies, I 

wonder if he would have been anymore more 

equipped to minister than anyone else? 

This is quite a long way round to encourage you 

to take the difficult decision of making time in 

Lent. One possibly way to do that is the 

Churches Together in Broadstone lent groups, 

which will be announced really soon. A chance 

to share, learn and pray with people from other 

churches. If that’s not possible for you, then 

please do pray about how you might take time, 

and what you’ll do with it. It may be making 

space for reading or perhaps prayer? Maybe it’ll 

be time to do the traditional thing and take a 

break from something? What I really encourage 

you to do is seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

and make a plan - put something in the diary. 

It is possible that through times of challenge and 

fasting, we can emerge stronger and more 

equipped to walk faithfully with Jesus in our life 

ahead. 

Andy 
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In This Issue:  

Family News • Pictures from church life and 
beyond • A church charity update • New 
beginnings •  and more…  

Dates for Your Diary  
Broadstone URC Children’s &   5th Feb, 8pm 

 Youth Work forum meeting (7.45 for coffee) 

Pop-in at the Church Hall 8th Feb, 10.30 - 
      12.30pm 

Joint alternative morning 23rd Feb, 10.30am 

 services: ‘Cafe  church’ at the Methodist 
 Church, and a ‘traditional’ service at  
 Broadstone URC 

Worship & The Word led by 23rd Feb, 6.30pm 
 Revd. Andy Hall 
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We remember in our prayers those 
who are, or have recently been 
injured, unwell and/or in hospital: 
Grace Allinson, Mary Joyce, Cecil & June 
Lawrence, Ann Longley, John & Pam Mogg, 
David Sidey, Anna Venables and Betty Wilson. 
 

Val Rowberry would like to thank 
the church family for the prayers and 
support that have brought her 

through her open heart surgery. 
 
Please remember in your prayers Rob Garnett 
whose brother Tony recently passed away. Tony 
was the highly influential film and TV producer 
known for such dramas as Cathy Come Home, Up 
the Junction and Kes. 
 
We also give our best wishes to Rita Smith on 
celebrating her 98th birthday. 
 
And finally, congratulations and warmest wishes 
to Mark and Aram Shortland on the birth of their 
first child, Benjamin William Shortland (pictures 
on page 4). 

FAMILY NEWS 

In memory of Mhairi Allen 
 
I first met Mhairi when we started attending Broad-
stone URC in 2002. She was the kind soul who qui-
etly acknowledged our presence and ensured, with 
Elaine, that we went into the church hall for the  
customary cup of coffee after our service. Probably 
this was the defining moment when we decided that 
Broadstone URC would be our spiritual home. And I 
have to say that Elizabeth Howard, her Elder, also 
acknowledges that Mhairi was instrumental in her 
decision to worship with us. She was a one woman 
ambassador for her God and her church.  
 
To be honest, in my mind I have always thought of 
her as Vairi (the way she herself told me her name 
was said). This lovely and much-loved lady and I 
spent many happy hours together serving coffee as 
part of the after-church refreshments team, and it 
was only when I was doing my usual annual check 
on availability and she said she would like to stand 
down from this task that I realised her advancing 
age. 
 
So who was Mhairi? She was the kind of person that 
perhaps we should always aim to be – mainly in the 
background, helping out where she could and  
quietly living her life in a true Christian spirit. 
 
Her children, the twins Richard and Matthew, and 
daughter Louise attended Junior Church and she 
herself became a member of our church in 1980 – 
forty years of service. How I wish I had known her in 
her younger days and known her as the mother and 
grandmother who throughout her life had devoted 
herself to looking after the welfare of children. Those 
of us who were at her funeral service were told how 
her training as a Nursery Nurse held her in good 
stead during the years she worked as a Housemoth-
er for Barnado’s, and as Junior Matron at St. Paul’s 
Boys School in London. Her many years working at 
Springdale Primary were but the pre-cursor of the 
hours she spent running our Mother and Toddler 
group and looking after children in the crèche during 
Sunday services. 
 
We have missed her sitting in her usual pew  
towards the back of the church during the time of 
her final illness. As Revd. Martin Ambler said at her 
funeral service “The world has been a better place 
for having her in it – she has been a part of the 
world’s healing and not its hurt.” Let us know in faith 
that Mhairi is now with her Saviour in one of the 
“many rooms which he has prepared for us”. God 
bless you, Mhairi. 
 

Val Rowberry 

An update on church charities... 
 
Harvest Supper 
Last year, at our Harvest Supper, Mary Randell 
gave a very engaging and interesting presentation 
on the work that Winton Salvation Army do among 
homeless people in Bournemouth. Donations  
received at our Harvest Supper, together with the 
September Communion Offering, amounted to 
£616.78. In addition to providing hot meals in their 
centre every Monday this donation will be used to 
support the ‘Sleep Safe’ initiative run by Faithworks’ 
Bournemouth Christians Alongside Rough Sleepers. 
This emergency bed programme runs from October 
until the end of March, providing around 12 bed 
spaces per night for the most vulnerable and those 
who want help to stay off the streets. 
 
Commitment for Life is a URC programme that  
supports Christian Aid’s work in four regions; Bang-
ladesh, Central America, Israel and the occupied 
Palestinian territories, and Zimbabwe. Last year 
members at Broadstone URC donated £1,686.50 to 
Christian Aid through this programme supporting 
their work in Zimbabwe. These contributions are 
fund matched by the Wessex Synod of the URC so 
this is a very effective way to support Christian Aid. 
 
If you would like to join us in supporting Commit-
ment for Life please speak to Ian McDonald.  
Contributions can be made using separate Commit-
ment for Life envelopes at a frequency to suit you; 
weekly, monthly, quarterly or on an annual basis. 
 
Children of Fiji 
For several years now we have supported Peter and 
Margaret Long with their charity ‘Children of Fiji’.  
After much deliberation, they have decided to wind 
the charity down; not an easy decision but recognis-
ing that they could not go on forever. We therefore 
need to find another charity to support through our 
Communion Offerings this year. If you have any 
suggestions, please speak to Ian McDonald. 
 
Ian McDonald 
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Church life in pictures….  Advent pop-in: Crafts and Christingles! 
 

On Saturday 30th November, the church hosted another family pop-in, this time 

themed around Advent and Christingles. The morning was spent doing crafts 

and activities, capped off with a short service led by our Minister Andy. 
 

 

 

  

 

December also meant ‘Bike Ride Sunday’, where Janet Shortland hands out medals to those who participat-

ed in the Macmillan Cancer Support Dorset Bike Ride in July, and presents the church with a certificate of the 

contribution made by the group as a whole. Also thanked were stalwart Eileen Thurston, serving drinks to 

cyclists at the finish line, and Janet Meachin, who on discovering that the hot water urn at the finish line was 

broken, collected the spare one from Church, and spent the day also helping out with refreshments! Between 

them, the teams cycled 646 miles, and raised £2,147.65 for the wonderful cause. 

 

As well the cyclists in Dorset, Paul McDonald was also presented with his (somewhat more impressive)  

medal for completing the 85 mile public stage of the Tour de France through the French Alps, and in the pro-

cess raising another £725 for Macmillan! 

     Photos credit to Jim Tudor 

A big thank you to Gill McDonald and all her  
helpers who plan and run the activities for children 
and families to enjoy. For your diaries, the next  
pop-in is on the 8th February! 
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New beginnings... 
 
 
 
 
 
Aram and Mark Shortland are 
delighted to announce the birth 
of their son, Benjamin William 
Shortland, born 7th January 
2020, weighing 4lb 1oz. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
At the start of January 2020, I began my new role as organist (with my hus-
band David as choir director) at St Barnabas, the parish church of Linslade in 
Bedfordshire. They have a lovely organ (renovated around three years ago), 
which I am enjoying playing, and I am gradually getting to know the choir and 
other members of the congregation. 
 
I thought I would share with you the prayer that the St Barnabas choir say at 
the beginning of each of their rehearsals, often called the Chorister’s Prayer. 
It first appeared in The Choirboy’s Pocket Book, a publication by the School 
of English Church Music (now the Royal School of Church Music) in 1934. 
The author is unknown, although it may be based on a similar 16th century 
Latin prayer. I find it a good reminder to take the time to look beyond the 
notes (and pedals, and stops…) and remember the meaning of the words 
and music that we are rehearsing, and its place in worship. 
 
Kathryn Emerson 
 

Bless, O Lord, us thy servants who minister in thy temple: 
Grant that what we sing with our lips we may believe in our hearts, 
and what we believe in our hearts we may show forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

 
 

Also beginning a new stage in their life is Paul 
McDonald, who was baptised by full immersion on 
Sunday 19th January, at King’s Church, Guildford. 
We pray for Paul in his Christian Life at Guildford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Junior Church Charity 2020 
Modestar (right), from Malawi, was a 
recipient of a ShelterKit after Cyclone 
Idai in March 2019. This gave her the 
tools to build a new home for her  
family, after they had lost everything. 
ShelterBox is the Junior Church charity 
for 2020, and more information can be 
found on page 6. 
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Editors’ note 
 
A big thank you to everyone who supports Pathway 
with articles, ideas and your readership. We always 
welcome any feedback, positive or constructive, 
about the newsletter, so please speak to Dominic at 
church or email pathway@broadstoneurc.org if you 
have any thoughts. 
 
As well as the paper copies, we also distribute via 
email, so also let us know if you would like an email 
copy as well as, or instead of, a paper copy.  
  
Dominic Casey & Kathryn Emerson 

What’s next on the Jewish calendar? 

During the past year, we briefly explored the  
ancient Jewish High holiday festivals of Shavuot, 
Sukkot and Hanukkah from Jesus’ perspective. So, 
what’s next then? Nope, it’s not Pasach (Passover)
…….it’s Purim, the story of Esther.  
 
Purim is one of the most joyous and fun-filled cele-
brations on the Jewish calendar, taking place on the 
14th day of Adar, which is usually in March. Annually 
Jews and some Christians worldwide have the  
opportunity to celebrate God’s faithfulness and  
deliverance.  
 
The story begins when King Ahasuerus commands 
his wife, Queen Vashti, to appear before him and 
his party guests. She refuses and, as a result, he 
decides to find another queen. After much  
searching, King Ahasuerus eventually finds his ideal 
queen, Esther, after hosting a beauty competition. 
Yes, at a beauty competition, the first ever in histo-
ry, recorded in the Bible. (I didn’t realize there were 
such things back then!) Esther at the time lived with 
her cousin Mordechai. She becomes Queen,  
concealing her Jewish identity from the king. 
 
Long after this Mordechai offends the King’s advisor 
Haman. Haman decides to punish not only  
Mordechai but all Jews for this slight. He informs the 
king and unfortunately, he is granted permission to 
kill all the Jews, claiming it would be in the best  
interest for the Kingdom (as well as raising Haman’s 
status). To cut a very long story short, Queen  
Esther hosted a banquet and reveal her Jewish 
identity. The King couldn’t believe what just  
happened, and ultimately changed the laws to save 
all the Jews, and sentenced Haman to death. 

 
For Christians, it can be an opportunity to pray and 
show God’s love to His people, and to thank God for 
his unrelenting faithfulness toward them. As well as 
reminding us that God is always at work even when 
He seems absent, and His plans for you can never 
be thwarted! So let’s celebrate God’s faithfulness 
and his deliverance! Happy Purim! 
 
Saz Holland 

An update from the church gardener... 
 
Our recent work has involved maintaining and tidy-
ing the grounds, including keeping the gutters and 
drains clear. 
 
We didn’t have as many buds on the magnolia  
tree (from Lytchett Minster URC) as we  
were hoping to last year, but each year that  
passes it becomes more rooted in its new  
surroundings with us and so should develop more 
buds and flowers. Keep your eyes peeled! 
  
This year we are going to try out chicken manure 
pellets on the lawn of the field to feed the ground 
and encourage grass growth. This is a great  
alternative to chemical fertilisers. We have tried this 
method at other places and have had fantastic re-
sults. 
 
Luke Bradford-Casey 
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Items for the April & May 2020 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Dominic Casey by Sunday 29
th

 March 2020 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’  
   service every 3rd Sunday 
     6.30 pm  Worship and the Word    
      - Last Sunday in the month        

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
 2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday   10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 

 8.00 pm Music GroupSaturday      

 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Shelter Kits: Junior Church Charity 2020...  
 

Before I talk about this year’s Junior Church charity, 
let’s look at last year’s and how we got on. As you 
may remember we were collecting money for Tools 
with a Mission to provide Scholar Packs containing 
school essentials for children in Africa. The total 
raised was £906.86, enough to buy 129 Scholar 
Packs. So a big thank you to everyone that supported 
this through the Sunshine bags, the Musical 
Ploughman’s lunch, the communion offering and other 
donations. 
 
So now to this year’s charity. You may remember that 
4 years ago we supported ShelterBox. This is a 
charity which provides emergency shelters and vital 
supplies to support communities overwhelmed by 
disaster and humanitarian crises around the world. 
They particularly support families in need of 
emergency shelter, and do all they can to help them 
rebuild their lives in the aftermath of a disaster. 
 
These are a rugged plastic box which provides the 
essentials required by a displaced family. They 
contain among other things, a large tent, thermal 
blankets, a basic tool kit, water storage and 
purifications kits. They cost £480 and we raised 
enough money for two. 

 
 

More recently ShelterBox have developed the Shelter 
Kit. It recognises the fact that in the event of a disaster 
there is likely to be wood and other building materials 
available. So, this kit contains the basics required to 
build a simple shelter. Each kit contains two heavy 
duty tarpaulins, rope, nails, wire, and the tools 
required to build the shelter. All of this costs just £60. 
 
An example of one of these kits being used can be 
seen in the picture on page 4. This is Modestar, who 
saw her home and livelihood get washed away by 
Cyclone Idai, which wreaked havoc in Malawi in 
March 2019. For Modestar, a single mother of two, the 
road to recovery was not going to be easy. After 
moving to a camp where other families were also 
escaping the flooding, Modestar received tools and 
essential aid items to help her on the road to recovery. 
Just nine days after collecting her shelter kit, she built 
a new home for her family. 
 
The first opportunity to donate to this charity is the 
February communion offering. We will also be holding 
our annual Musical Ploughman’s lunch in aid of the 
charity. 
 
David Holland 

Your garden in February & March...  
 

Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice 
 
As the first inkling of spring is in the air, it’s time to 
prune shrubs and climbers such as Wisteria, as well 
as evergreen hedges. You can also prepare vegeta-
ble seed beds and sow some vegetables under cov-
er. Hardy evergreen hedges and overgrown decidu-
ous hedges can be pruned as well. 

 
 

In to March, outdoor preparations can really begin. 
Seed beds can be prepared, winter shrubs cut back, 
and general tidying done. 
 
You can plant summer-flowering bulbs, as well as 
shallots, onion sets, and early potatoes. Also, don’t 
forget to protect new spring shoots from the slugs! 
 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
See weekly news-sheet for details of ‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Open House, and other activities 


