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Dear Friends

W

e’re still a little way out from Christmas,
despite the slowly building panic, but at such a
distance, as we move into Advent and think more
carefully of our own preparations, it’s quite
interesting to consider the lives of those involved.
We might think about heavily pregnant Mary. I’m
quite sure she was doing her best to prepare for
what was coming, but it must have been nearly
impossible. Journeys to make, officials to go and
see, and then what? What do you do when trying to
raise the Son of God? What preparations can you
make? Will the normal things work? Is there going to
be some kind of heavenly parental back seat driving
going on the whole time?
I hope Joseph was responding by being as
supportive as possible, but I imagine this whole thing
would still have seemed like absolute madness, just
the idea of the whole thing completely absurd. On
top of that there is the way the idea was sold to him;
Angelic messenger, unbelievable. Life must have
just seemed like a dream. When am I going to wake
up?

Dates for Your Diary
Advent Service of
1st Dec, 4.30pm
Remembrance
Oasis Christmas Meal
11th Dec, 8pm
Open House 1 & 2
12th Dec
(OH 2 at Two Cedars Rest Home)
Christmas Open House
14th Dec, 2-5pm &
at the Manse
8-late
Christmas Festival Service
15th Dec, 10.30am
Carols by Candlelight service 22nd Dec, 6.30pm
Joint Christmas Eve service
24th Dec, 11.30pm
at Broadstone Methodist Church
Joint Christmas Day service
25th Dec, 10.30am
at Broadstone URC
Carol Praise service
29th Dec, 10.30am
New Year Party
11th Jan
in the church hall

The Shepherds would be blissfully unaware of all
that was about to happen in their lives. Getting on
with their jobs and dealing with being the bottom of
the pile in terms of social hierarchy.
The Wise Men may well already be on the road? Not
much is really known, except that they arrived at the
party a lot later than everyone else.
Where are we with our lives and our discipleship?
Are we thoroughly on board with God’s call on our
lives, but still finding the life implications a little
difficult to process? Or perhaps we still just find the
idea of God and faith a little mindboggling? Perhaps
we have little sense of God, life is ticking a long
reasonably well! Or lastly like our Wise Men, we are
genuinely seeking, but not quite sure what for.
I pray for us all, our families and our communities,
that as we work our way through our various
Christmas traditions and ceremonies, that we would
all genuinely arrive at a moment of peace, having
found Christ and gathered around in amazement. I
pray that Christmas might lead us to fresh revelation
of God and transformation for the future. The
Shepherds danced and praised, the Wise Men went
home by a different route, Mary and Joseph were
filled with joy at God being born into their family and
carried that gift with great love and courage.

May we all know the power and
love of this great gift to us.
Immanuel, God with us.
Amen
Andy
In This Issue:
Family News • Pictures from church life and
beyond • Commemorating 30 years since the
fall of the Berlin Wall • What is Hanukkah? •
and more…

Advent begins

FAMILY NEWS

As this edition of Pathway coincides with the first
Sunday of Advent, and contains discussions on
peace and unity in relation to the anniversary of the
fall of the Berlin Wall, I thought it appropriate to
share this short verse. (I try to credit work where
possible, but was unfortunately unable to track
down the author’s name.)

We remember in our prayers those who are, or
have recently been injured, unwell and/or in
hospital: Grace Allinson, Mary Joyce, Cecil &
June Lawrence, Ann Longley, John & Pam
Mogg, Gwynth Maling, David Sidey, Val
Sykes, Jim Tudor, Anna Venables and Betty
Wilson.

“God of light, place a candle in our hearts, so we
may walk as children of the Light, treading gently on
the paths of peace and ever ready to welcome the
signs of new life. Amen.“

Betty Bricknell recently moved to a care home
in Parkstone and is well, while Peggy Newbury
is now living at The Links in Broadstone. Pam
Sales is now back at The Potteries following
her recent hospitalisation.

Dominic Casey

Your garden in December & January

Congratulations to Victoria & Kieran March,
on the birth of their first child, Matilda Octavia,
on 30th October 2019. Pictures for your cooing
available on page 4!

Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice
With the cold encroaching, December and January
hopefully won’t be too busy a time in the garden.
You can however prune apple and pear trees
(unless they’re trained up against a wall), and also
acers, birchers and vines. Leeks, parsnips, winter
cabbage, sprouts and remaining root crops should
be harvested.

Best regards to David & Kathryn Emerson,
who from January 2020 will be jointly taking up
the position of Organist and Director of Music at
St. Barnabas Parish Church, Linslade, Leighton
Buzzard, Bedfordshire, with Kathryn mainly
playing the organ and David mainly leading the
choir. They are looking forward to working
together to lead the musical worship.

Otherwise, you can always take advantage of the
lull to clean your pots and greenhouses, and plan
the coming year’s horticultural adventures! If you’re
up to it, you can also recycle your Christmas tree by
shredding it for mulch.

Mince Pies @ the Manse
Andy, Michelle, Emily and
Rebekah would like to invite you
all for festive drinks and nibbles
on Saturday 14th December.
Either from 2-5pm or 8pm to late!
Feel free to come to one or the
other or both!!
We look forward to seeing you there.
The Halls

Editors’ note
A big thank you to everyone who supports Pathway
with articles, ideas and your readership. We always
welcome any feedback, positive or constructive,
about the newsletter, so please speak to Dominic at
church or email pathway@broadstoneurc.org if you
have any thoughts.
As well as the paper copies, we distribute digitally
via email, so also let us know if you would like an
email copy as well as, or instead of, a paper copy.
Dominic Casey & Kathryn Emerson

Credit to the Reverend Jay Sidebotham
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Yarn with Yarn’s
Crafty Coffee
Yarn with Yarn hosted a craft
sale with cakes and coffee on
Saturday 2nd November in the
church hall. It was a wonderful
morning, and all-told £250 was
raised for church funds. Pat
Johnson would like to thank all
those who donated items for
sale, and all who braved the
weather to attend!

Shoebox Appeal
The church once again held its annual Shoebox Appeal, aimed at
bringing the joy of Christmas and showing the love of Christ to
vulnerable children around the world. In total, a fantastic 46
shoeboxes were made and £589 raised.

Fall of Berlin Wall anniversary
November 2019 marked the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin
Wall. A delegation from the United Reformed Church commemorated
the occasion with the Evangelische Kirche der Pfalz (the denomination
of our twinned church in Frankenthal), sharing in, among other things,
discussion on what builds walls between people.
The outcomes of discussion were written on a grey wall (below left)
which was then reversed, and a colourful ‘garden’ of thoughts (right)
about how walls can be breached and people brought together was
created on the other side.
See page 5 for an article about the event.

Pictures credit to Jim Tudor (Yarn with Yarn & Shoebox appeal) and The United Reformed Church (Berlin Wall conference)
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The extended Meachin clan welcomed a new member on
30th October 2019, when Victoria gave birth to a healthy
baby girl, Matilda Octavia March, weighing 7lb 13oz.

Victoria and Kieran March, with their new daughter Matilda.

On Sunday 20th October, Rebekah
Hall was baptised and welcomed
into membership. It was an amazing
service filled with fun, faith, family,
friends and food! Not many of you
will know this, but as Bek was
getting changed after the baptism
she said “That was amazing. I want
to do it again!”
We would like to thank everybody
who came and supported her on this
very special occasion. We would
also like to say a massive thank you
to anyone who had any part to play
in the service, but a special thanks to
the Meachins, who lent us the hot
tub and sorted all the practical
arrangements and food out. We feel
very blessed to be part of a family
that has welcomed Rebekah to be a
part of it with open arms.
Michelle Hall
In a slightly less momentous, but somewhat
fluffier, turn of events I also insisted to my
co-editor that we include a picture of her
new cat, Lizzie.
Right - Lizzie has taken up a comfortable
position on, and presumably ownership of, all the
soft furnishings of the Emerson household.
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Commemorating 30 years since the fall of the Berlin Wall
On 9th November this year, Germany and the world
commemorated the fall of the Berlin wall in 1989.
Although to many onlookers it reflects the end of the
cold war and a return to freedom from oppression, it
leaves a complicated legacy that Germans are still
dealing with today, both individually and as a society.
As part of the commemorations, the national United
Reformed Church sent several representatives to a
conference with the Evangelische Kirche der Pfalz
(the denomination to which our twinned church, the
Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche in Frankenthal, belongs). The
guests included our own Janet Shortland, who
conveyed the best wishes of Broadstone URC to our
friends there.
The long weekend began on Friday with Bible study,
where stories such as the Good Samaritan and
Zacchaeus were read, and the obstacles that keep us
from leading full lives discussed.

The groups from our two denominations also jointly
signed a declaration of respect and unity against
division, and re-committed to the spirit of the first
Covenant of fellowship signed in 1957.

Saturday featured moving stories from two ministers
who were living and preaching in East Germany at
the time of the Berlin Wall and subsequent
reunification of the country. Pfarrer Karl-Hainz
Schmidt and Uwe Hennig both spoke of how the
division in the country, and repression in the East,
shaped their ministries and their lives.

A link to the full declaration can be found on the
URC’s website, along with pictures of the event, and
a few copies will be in the hall after church for the
next few Sundays, along with translations of the
speeches by Uwe Hennig and Pfarrer Karl-Hainz
Schmidt, which reflect on their experiences of the fall
of the Berlin Wall. They are well worth a read if you
have a moment.

Pfarrer Schmidt talked about recently rediscovering a
badge from the 1980s with the motif “Schwerter zu
Pflugscharen” - Swords to Ploughshares. A badge
that he had hidden after wearing it openly led to a
threat from the police to his family. He had originally
bought it as part of the ’prayers for peace’ movement
that spread around East Germany, where
congregations and communities would host prayers
and discussions every Monday. Apparently these
meetings were carefully tolerated when they took
place within church walls, but as they spilt out on the
street in the form of badges such as these, police
took more proactive interest. The churches in many
ways became a forum for freedom of thought, for
action, and for contact with others.

Sunday began with a service at the Zwölf-ApostelKirche, which reflected on many of the same themes,
and included prayers led jointly by Janet and Pfarrer
Uwe Laux. That afternoon, the group visited the
ancient town of Speyer. Speyer’s history, and indeed
its conflicts, far pre-date the Cold War, and it was a
fascinating visit.
Some time was also spent in Speyer Cathedral,
which, amongst many historic features, has a large
semi-subterranean crypt. The group sang together
choruses of Dona Nobis Pacem (“grant us peace”)
and Ubi Caritas et Amor, Deus Ibi Est (“where charity
and love are, there God is”).
The opportunity to renew bonds of friendship and
reflect on what can divide and unite us is an important
one to take, and heartfelt thanks must be given to
everyone who was involved in this conference. May
we always seek to find that which will overcome
division in its many forms.

Peace was not just discussed as an alternative to the
ruling regime, but as a rule for the protests that were
beginning to spring up. Uwe Hennig spoke of how he
and others once even had to form a human chain to
prevent crowds gathered for prayers of peace
marching on the State Security building, as the risk of
esclation was too great.

Dominic Casey,
with thanks to Janet Shortland
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Saz has kindly written another instalment of her series looking at the ancient Jewish festivals, how
Jesus may have connected with them, and what modern context we might draw. Next up, Hanukkah!

What is Hanukkah? And should we as Christians celebrate it?
In the Book of John, we learn that Jesus was at the
Holy Temple during Chanukah: “At that time the
Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem; it
was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in
the portico of Solomon” (John 10:22-23). During this
season of remembering miracles, Jesus pointed out
to His people that the miracles He had done
authenticated His claim that He was, indeed, the
long-awaited Messiah. His works and His true
character clearly demonstrated who He was. He said,
‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not
walk in the darkness, but will have the light of
life” (John 8:12). Jesus gives all of us, Jew and
Gentile, the ‘light of life’.

Chanukah or Hanukkah is the Feast of Dedication,
also known as the "Festival of Lights.” It is an eight
day festival beginning on the 25th day of the Jewish
month of Kislev, which typically falls in November or
December. Despite not being mentioned in the
Hebrew bible, it is in the Talmud (another text central
to Jewish life and law): “On the 25th of Kislev are the
days of Chanukah, which are eight... these were
appointed a Festival with Hallel [prayers of praise]
and thanksgiving” (Shabbat 21b, Babylonian Talmud).
When did people first start celebrating Hanukkah
then? Hanukkah first appeared in the Second Temple
period (530 BC to 70 AD) after the Book of Malachi
and before the Book of Matthew. There was a war
between the Greeks and the Jews. The Greeks won
and forced all things Greek (traditions and customs)
onto the Jews. A group of Jewish people called the
Maccabees rebelled and liberated Jerusalem. The
Maccabees found their temple covered in Greek
statues, icons and images.

Should modern Christians celebrate Chanukah? As
Christians today, we rarely think of ourselves as
under the ancient Law of Moses, however as
believers in Jesus, the light of the world and our
Messiah, we greatly appreciate the ancient roots of
our Christian faith. We can re-dedicate our lives to
Jesus the Messiah and acknowledge Him as the
perfect and true light of this world. Above all, it
reminds us of God’s great miracles and his protection
throughout our lives.

In their time of distress, they sought the refuge and
comfort of God, and attempted to re-dedicate the
temple. As part of the re-dedication, the Maccabees
needed to relight the menorah (a multi-branched
candelabrum) with olive oil for fuel. In the Talmud, the
Jewish people found some oil which was only enough
to last one single day. They took a leap of faith and
relit the menorah…… and to their surprise, the
menorah stayed lit for eight days - seven more days
than they expected. The Jewish people attributed the
miraculous amount of time that the oil lasted to God.

Jesus told us that whoever follows Him will not have
darkness, but the Light of Life. What a wonderful time
of the year to remember and commemorate the great
miracle that God has done for us, by giving us new
light and new life. Happy Christmaskah everyone!
Saz Holland

Items for the February & March 2020 issue of Pathway
should be given to Dominic Casey by Sunday 26th January 2020
Weekly Activities
Points of Contact
Sunday

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church

Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday
in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’
service every 3rd Sunday

6.30 pm

Worship and the Word
- Last Sunday in the month
Tuesday
12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month)
Wednesday 10.00am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group
(alternate weeks)

Thursday

2.00 pm Toddler Group
10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)

Saturday

Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org
Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

(alternate weeks)

8.00 pm

Minister:
Revd. Andy Hall
phone: 01202 698638
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

Music GroupSaturday

Editor:

Mr Dominic Casey

5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month) email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
See weekly news-sheet for details of ‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Open House, and other activities
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