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Dear Friends
We have two apple trees in the Manse garden,
one has had the great pleasure of being
watered, the other, not so much. We’re still not
used to the very low levels of rain that fall in
Broadstone and having to water the garden is
something that really isn’t on our radar.
The tree at the back of the garden has borne the
brunt of some very hot sun, and being at the top
of the slight hill in our garden, any water that
does fall, I guess runs away from it. At one point
it was really struggling, leaves withered and not
looking at all well. The response it made to a
day or two of rain was incredible, fresh branches
growing all over. It’s just managed to squeeze
out some fruit, but they’re not really that
appealing.
The other tree is further down the side and has
done immeasurably better! It has benefitted a
little from watering as I’ve been looking after a
new shrub that’s pretty close to it. It’s had the
same rain, but it’s also had the majority of a
paddling pool which was enjoyed for a week or
so then emptied around the garden. The apples
look amazing - bright red and juicy - and really
taste pretty good!
This all makes me think about a couple of
things.
First thing is harvest. Harvest weekend was a
brilliant time to come and worship with
thanksgiving for all that we are provided and all
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Yarn with Yarn’s Crafty Coffee
(Cakes Required!)
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st
1 December

the huge amount of work that goes in to getting
things on to our plates. What if, however, the
harvest hasn’t gone well? How easy would it be
to come and give thanks if the crop has failed?
The contrast and challenge of listening to Mary
after a fabulous meal on the Saturday night as
she spoke of the joy she feels in serving the
local homeless community was really very
inspiring. I definitely want to know more about
the Salvation Army, a part of the church I have
supported with various things in their outreach,
but actually know very little about!
Second thing is just how important it is to stay
near water. I don’t just mean keep hydrated though that is really important - I mean our living
water; the life and love of God. As with my tree,
just a tiny burst of water makes a huge
difference, but the constant connection is what
brings the best fruit! That’s never easy, but it is
wonderful. Prayer is a unique journey for each of
us, but God invites us all into his presence that
we may be fed. If our journey together is to be
fruitful, then we need to find a way to turn on the
hosepipe of prayer and let the water flow!
Just to finish with a huge thank you to everyone
who helped in the busyness of the weeks of
work that it takes to organise harvest weekend;
food, fun, flowers, crafts, music, chairs, tables,
screens, washing up, recycling, projecting,
welcoming and much more!

I hope you have a wonderful
harvest season and enjoy some
amazing apples!
Andy
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Thanksgiving prayer

FAMILY NEWS

Adapted from a prayer for creation by Rabbi Warren
G. Stone

We remember in our prayers those who are, or
have recently been, unwell or in hospital: Cecil
& June Lawrence, Ann Longley, John & Pam
Mogg, Anna Venables, and Betty Wilson.
Please also wish Sheila McMahon all the best
for her recovery from a knee operation.

Source of Creation and Life of the Universe, we
thank you for the gift of life: for the breath that
sustains life, for the food and drink of this earth that
nurtures life, for you being the source of all things
without which there would be no life.
We are thankful and grateful for your creation in all
its majesty: the ever-flowing waters, the azure blue
skies, the complex life of Earth's forests, the miracle
of life forms, for the beauty that the eye can see, for
the joy that the ear may hear, for the expanse of
space that draws us beyond the definitions of
ourselves. We are forever thankful for blessing our
ancestors for the harvest you have given them, a
tradition we continue to celebrate and remember
each and every year of your great abundance and
provision.

In more cheerful news, it was Tim & Janet
Meachin’s ruby (40th) wedding anniversary on
22nd September - congratulations!
It was recently also the birthdays of Audrey
Whiffin and Joan, who turned 95 and an
incredible 100 years old respectively. On page
4 you can see a photo of Mayor of Poole
Marion Le Poidevin visiting them at the
Broadstone Tuesday Club.

We call upon your written Word, a ‘Tree of Life’, for
like the Earth's great forests it sustains us. Like the
trees, we too need strong and deep roots for
nourishment. The uplifted branches of trees point to
our future. God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, let us
be strong, as strong as ancient trees. The Psalmist
was right when he said, "like a tree planted by the
waters, we shall not be moved." Blessed are you,
Lord our God, the source of all life. And all people
say: Amen.

Editors’ note
A big thank you to everyone who supports Pathway
with articles, ideas and your readership. We always
welcome any feedback, positive or constructive,
about the newsletter, so please speak to Dominic at
church or email pathway@broadstoneurc.org if you
have any thoughts.
As well as the paper copies, we distribute digitally
via email, so also let us know if you would like an
email copy as well as, or instead of, a paper copy.

The life of all creatures and our own lives are One,
profoundly dependent upon each other.

Dominic Casey & Kathryn Emerson

Saz Holland

A cake of Biblical proportions!
With our recent harvest celebration, thoughts turn to
food, and Joan Dyer showed me a recent article by
Jean Fowlds in the Glamorgan Family History
Society magazine on ‘Scripture Cakes’.

16 oz 1 Kings 4:22
1 tsp 2 Chronicles 9:9
1 tsp Leviticus 2:13
2 tsp Amos 4:5
5 tbsp Judges 4:19 (last item)

I’d never come across these before, but they were
apparently a staple of Victorian publications such as
Good Housekeeping, and more recently were still
taught in some Sunday schools as a way of
familiarising children with the Bible, as to bake the
cake, the ingredients must be decoded via a Bible
verse that mentions them, such as this recipe for a
fruit cake:

Chop up Nahum 3. Cream up Judges 5, add in
Jeremiah 6 (one at a time) and then 1 Samuel 14.
Sift 1 Kings 4, 2 Chronicles 9, Leviticus 2 and Amos
4. Stir until a batter starts to form, and lastly add
enough of Judges 4 to make a dropping consistency.
Pour the cake batter into a prepared tin and sprinkle
over any remaining Numbers 17. Bake at Gas Mark
5 (190o, or fan 170o) for about 90 minutes.

8 oz Jeremiah 6:20
7oz Judges 5:25 (last clause)
3 tbsp 1 Samuel 14:25
4 of Jeremiah 17:11 (NIV)
6 oz 1 Samuel 30:12 (2nd food)
6 oz Nahum 3:12
3 1/2 oz Numbers 17:8

*******************************************************
I’ve decided not to include the real ingredients here,
in case anyone wishes to give it a go themselves,
but I’ll be happy to provide them if you wish to
compare notes!
Dominic Casey
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Twinning visit from the Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche
From 1st - 5th August, Broadstone URC hosted a visit from our friends from the Church of the Twelve Apostles
in Frankenthal, Germany. The twinning, now 31 years old, is a bond of friendship between our two churches,
and an enduring reminder that the fellowship of Christ knows no borders or boundaries.
The visit began with a ‘meet-and-greet’ in the Church hall, giving
guests the chance to meet their hosts for the week, and take a
breath after their long journey! Cake (left) was, naturally,
provided.

Friday 2nd August (right) began with a
catch-up about the activities of the two
churches since the last visit in October
2017, followed by discussions of how
faith can be put into social action. A
talk from from Mick Rowberry about
Faithworks Wessex and the local food
bank prompted discussion about the
needs of our two communities and
how they can be met.
The main outing for guests and church
members was to Sherborne, and included
visiting our United Methodist/URC church in
Cheap Street and a guided tour of Sherborne
Abbey (left). The Abbey, founded by
St. Aldhelm, new bishop of the West Saxons, in
AD709, has the graves of the two Saxon kings,
Æthelbert and Æthelbald (older brothers of King
Alfred) prompting discussion about migration
and immigration in times past.
The day
concluded with a fish & chip supper, with 40
members and friends filling Daniels in
Broadstone.

Our Sunday morning service followed the
theme ‘The church at sea’, a celebration of
our collective voyage together, with songs
in English and German including learning
a new song from our twinning songbook
‘The good ship “Congregation”’ (Ein Schiff
das sich Gemeinde nennt).
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A church barbecue on Sunday evening rounded off the visit, providing
further opportunities for discussion and sharing a meal together with the
church as a whole.

The visit was a truly rewarding
one for all involved, giving us
the chance to make new friends
and renewing old friendships.
We are already planning, and
looking forward to, a return visit
to Frankenthal in 2020.
With thanks to Jim Tudor and Axel
Wilms for the photos, and Martin
Casey for the captions.

Harvest Celebration 2019
Our Harvest celebration saw us once again collect food
for Poole Food Bank during our Harvest Festival
Service (right). Special thanks must be given to Marion
Pauley, Sandra Byrne and helpers, who once again
made the church shine with beautiful flowers such as
these below.

At our Harvest Supper on Saturday 21st September,
Mary Randell (below) from the Salvation Army in
Winton spoke about their work with homeless
people. Mary said, “Caring for the most vulnerable is
not something you can train for. What you need is
compassion, endless patience and time to listen. It
also helps if you have a sense of humour! I think
how we treat lonely, poor people matters, because
they matter to Jesus. We do this work in the name
of the Lord in the best Army I know!”
Unrelated to Harvest, but
certainly befitting a picture
(right), Audrey Whiffin
(seated right) and Joan
(seated left) were visited at
the Broadstone Tuesday
Club in celebration of their
95th and 100th birthdays
respectively, by Mayor of
Poole Marion Le Poidevin
and former-MP Dame
Annette Brooke.
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Israel gives thanks to God for their harvest in the
autumn (September / October), whilst continuing to
follow their ancestors’ tradition since the time of
Exodus! As for the UK, unfortunately we do not have
an official Day of Thanksgiving in our calendar,
however, as Christians we have our own special Day
of Thanksgiving celebrating Harvest Festival.

How did Jesus celebrate harvest back
in the day then?
The biblical Harvest Festival is Sukkot, or
Feast of Tabernacles - a 7-day Jewish festival
commemorating the 40-year journey of the Israelites
in the desert. After Passover and the Festival of
Weeks, Sukkot is the final of the three great feasts
recorded in the Torah when all Jewish men were
required by law to come before God in the temple in
Jerusalem now known as the Western or Wailing
Wall.

Two important ceremonies took place during Sukkot.
The Jews carried torches around the temple, shining
bright lights along the walls of the temple to show
that the Messiah would be a light to the Gentiles.
Secondly, the high priest would take water from the
pool of Siloam and carry it to the temple where it
was poured into a precious basin by the altar. The
priest would call upon God to provide water in the
form of rain, and during this ceremony, the people
would celebrate joyously.

The word Sukkot means ‘tabernacles’ or ‘booths’.
Throughout the Jewish holiday, Jews continue to
observe this time by building temporary shelters and
living, eating and sleeping outdoors, just as their
ancestors did. This joyous celebration is a reminder
of God's deliverance, protection, provision, and
faithfulness, and is recorded in Exodus 23:16, 34:22;
Leviticus 23:34-43; Numbers 29:12-40;
Deuteronomy 16:13-15; Ezra 3:4; and Nehemiah
8:13-18.

In the New Testament, Jesus attended the Feast of
Tabernacles and spoke these inspiring words on the
last and greatest day of the Feast: "If anyone is
thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of
living water will flow from within him." (John 7:37-38
NIV) The next morning, while the torches were still
burning Jesus said, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life." (John 8:12 NIV). It seems
many of the metaphors we now associate with Jesus
were references to harvest celebrations that his
audience at the time would have immediately
understood. Sukkot pointed to the truth that Israel’s
life, and our lives too, rest on the refreshment of
God, both physically (for the fields that produce our
food) and spiritually in our everyday lives. It is in our
messiah Jesus Christ and his forgiveness of sin that
we are truly fed and refreshed.

As a feast established and commanded by God,
Sukkot was never forgotten. It was celebrated in the
time of Solomon (2 Chronicles 8:13). In fact, it was
during Sukkot that Solomon’s temple was dedicated
(1 Kings 8:2). It was observed during Hezekiah's
time (2 Chronicles 31:3; Deuteronomy 16:16), and
after the return from exile (Ezra 3:4; Zechariah
14:16,18-19).
Now, people in Canada, the USA, Japan and many
other countries around world celebrate a national
day of Thanksgiving, closely linked to the bringing in
of their harvest and thanking God for the bounty of
food and drink. Does Israel celebrate Thanksgiving
then? As a matter of fact, yes they do. Their National
Day of Thanksgiving is Sukkot! So the whole of

Saz Holland

Your garden in October & November

Did you know? Autumn facts!

Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice



As we find ourselves resoundingly in autumn, you
can cut back perennials that have died down, and
divide herbacious perennials. More tender plants
should be moved to a greenhouse or conservatory.
As those with apple trees will have noticed, it’s time
to harvest apples, pears, grapes and nuts.





In November, it will be time to plant out winter
bedding. Tulip bulbs for a spring display next year
can also be planted now. And don’t forget to put out
bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden!

Both the terms ‘autumn’ and ‘fall’ (short for ‘fall
of the leaf’ or ‘fall of the year’) became common
in the UK around the 16th century – before that,
the season was usually just called ‘harvest’.
The full moon closest to the autumn equinox is
called a ‘harvest moon’, because it was
essential for getting the harvest in before the
advent of electric light.
Catching falling autumn leaves is good luck!
According to superstition, each leaf you catch
means a lucky month next year

Kathryn Emerson
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Wasps: what are they for?
This question was raised during our church
barbecue, and although we did not know much
about wasps, it led to a philosophical discussion on
whether anything alive had to have a purpose. Is
there not value in just having been created by God?
However, as we have been reflecting on God’s
creation during September, and talked at the Pop-in
about how everything is designed to work together
as one system, I realised that wasps must have a
place in that system. I was sure they couldn’t just be
here to be annoying! Here is a summary of my
research:
 There are about 250 species of wasp in the UK
(more arriving as the climate warms)
 The smallest insect in the world is a wasp
 Wasps allow hoverflies to share their nests – a
bonus for pest control
 Wasp larvae eat meat but adults are restricted
by their tiny waists and only eat sugar
 Worker wasps gather meat (garden pests and
carrion) for the larvae and are rewarded with
sugar. They also visit flowers for nectar
 As autumn approaches, there are no larvae left,
and fewer flowers, so workers are more attracted
by our sweet food and by fruit
 Consuming alcohol from decaying fruit makes
wasps (like many people) bolder and more
aggressive
 Wasps make beautiful papery nests from
munching up wood scraped from fences and
sheds! Apparently you can hear this happening.
Allegedly, wasps inspired the Chinese invention
of paper.
 Wasps rarely use the same nest twice, and
another queen will avoid nesting in an area





where she can see a nest. (Fake nests can be
bought on Amazon.)
Farmers love wasps, recognising their
importance in pest reduction, and some buy in or
encourage wasp colonies
Killing a wasp releases an alarm pheromone
which attracts more wasps

As you can see, wasps are very useful, one colony
removing hundreds of thousands of plant pests in a
season, as well as tidying away carrion. They also
pollinate plants accidentally, as they look for nectar,
so they are a good back up for bees, which have
been declining. Incredibly, in societies which eat
insect protein many wasp larvae are collected or
bred as food. More to my taste is a research
programme finding out how tropical wasp venom
selectively destroys cancerous cells.
I hope you are now all fascinated by wasps and
willing to tolerate, even encourage them. Avoid
having meat outside earlier in the summer and avoid
sugary food in late summer. Put out sugar water for
them, but as a drink, not to kill them. Hopefully, they
will leave your food alone. In Frankenthal, where
many meals are taken outside, the Germans
completely ignore wasps as harmless and are
bemused by cowering English flapping their arms.
Be delighted that your garden is providing a place for
these hard workers which help to keep nature in the
balance God intended.
Next question: What are humans for?
Cecilia Casey

Items for the December 2019 & January 2020 issue of Pathway
should be given to Dominic Casey by Sunday 24th November 2019
Weekly Activities
Points of Contact
Sunday

10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church

Holy Communion celebrated 1st Sunday
in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’
service every 3rd Sunday

6.30 pm

Worship and the Word
- Last Sunday in the month
Tuesday
12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month)
Wednesday 10.00am Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group
(alternate weeks)

Thursday

2.00 pm Toddler Group
10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups)

Saturday

Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org
Organist:
Mr Martin Casey
email: music@broadstoneurc.org
Treasurer:
Mr Martin Sales
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org

(alternate weeks)

8.00 pm

Minister:
Revd. Andy Hall
phone: 01202 698638
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org

Music GroupSaturday

Editor:

Mr Dominic Casey

5.00 - 7.30 pm Pop-In Express (2nd in month) email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org
Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details.
See weekly news-sheet for details of ‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Open House, and other activities
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