
 

  

Dear Friends 

A nticipation is building at the manse 
as we prepare to welcome four new 

friends that we have yet to meet! It is very 
exciting to be welcoming our friends from 
Frankenthal this weekend and I’m really 
looking forward to learning about their life 
as a church, how things differ and what 
we hold strongly in common. 

P aul reminds us in Colossians 3 that 
“Here there is no Gentile or Jew, 

circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, 
and is in all.” It is beautiful to have a 
sense of gathering together as one 
people of Christ. There is no English or 
Deutsche, Zwölf-Apostel-Kirche or URC, 
but Christ is all and is in all. I believe it is 
a vision of God’s kingdom that we be one 
and it is ever more important that we 
keep relationships across borders and 
boundaries alive and growing, living out 
our biblical call to unity. 

 

O ur new Prime Minister’s stance on 
European relations seems rather 

anti this vision, but perhaps as a church 
we need to really consider how we have 
been involved in one of the biggest 
decisions our country has made in recent 
years? Should we have devoted time in 
our life together to talk about how we all 
stand? I feel some regret in not properly 
taking the issue of Brexit into Sunday 
mornings, save for the odd comment, or 
into church meetings. Perhaps there is 
still time. 

I  really hope that in sharing our homes, 
fun, food and worship with friends from 

Europe will see afresh Christ who is all 
and is in all. Whatever happens 
politically, the family of Christ will never 
be broken apart, He will draw us all into 
one in a great heavenly celebration. 

I  hope this coming weekend is a 
foretaste of that unity and a big 

encouragement to those who continue to 
seek that unity now across this whole 
world. 

Friede sei mit dir! 

   Andy 
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Dates for Your Diary  
Visit from ZAK, Frankenthal  1st-5th August 
Church BBQ  4th August, 6pm 

Open Garden at  25th August, 2-5pm 

 Gill & Ian McDonald’s 

‘Ice Cream Sunday Funday’  25th August 

 CTiB activity afternoon at Broadstone URC 

Church meeting  8th September 

 followed by a Ploughman’s lunch 

Harvest ‘Pop-in’  21st September, 

          10.30-12.30pm 

Harvest Supper  21st September, 6pm 

Harvest Festival Service 22nd September 
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We remember in our prayers those who are, or 
have recently been, unwell and/or in hospital: 
Grace Allinson, Mary Joyce, Cecil & June 
Lawrence, Ann Longley, John & Pam Mogg, 
and Anna Venables. Please also remember 
Pauline Jenkins and the friends and family of 
Tom Jenkins in their bereavement. 

Congratulations to Andrew Pritchard who 
graduated with a first in Sports Science from 
Sheffield Hallam University, and Dr Kathryn 
Emerson (née Casey) who has received her 
doctorate from the University of Sheffield 
(picture on page 3). 

Felicitations also to Phil & Sandra Taylor, 
who have recently celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary! And, not to be outdone, 
Mick & Val Rowberry will be celebrating 60 
years of marriage at the end of August! 

FAMILY NEWS 

Your garden in August & September 
Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice 
 
August will be hot - watering is essential! New 
plants and containers will especially need looking 
after. Deadhead flowering plants regularly, and 
sweetcorn and other vegetables can be harvested 
as they become ready. Continue cutting out old 
fruited canes on raspberries, and lift and pot up 
rooted strawberry runners. 
 
In September it will be time to divide herbaceous 
perennials, and collect and sow seed from 
perennials and hardy annuals. Spring flowering 
bulbs can be planted, and inside you can also start 
to reduce the frequency of houseplant watering. 

Dear Friends, 

I was very touched to see so many of you attending 
my dear Tom’s funeral on 14th June. It was  great 
shock for the family and especially for me as he and 
I were away for a short break in Anglesey when he 
had his fall. 

I thought the service was beautiful, and thanks to 
those who made it so. Also many thanks to Janet 
Meachin and her team. 

When I arrived home I found an anniversary card in 
Tom’s drawer, not yet written as we were still two 
weeks off our 65th when he passed away. I thank 
you for all the sympathy cards you sent, some 
saying Tom was a lovely man - yes he was a lovely 
man. 

God bless you all. 

Pauline Jenkins 

A call to Prayer 
 
The Indian poet Vikram Seth wrote:- 
 

All you who sleep tonight 
Far from the ones you love, 
No hand to left or right 
And emptiness above - 
 
Know that you aren't alone, 
The whole world shares your tears, 
Some for two nights or one, 
And some for all their years.  

 
This is a reminder to me, and perhaps to you, too, 
to pray for all the lonely people - bereaved, bereft, 
homeless, refugees and despairing - who share our 
world. 
 
And also to give thanks for the fellowship of faith to 
which we belong. Jesus promised, “I will be with you 
always, to the end of time” 
 
Praise God! 
 
Betty Williams 

How are you reading this? 
 

As well as the paper copies, we distribute digital 
copies of Pathway via email. If you would like to 
sign up for an email copy as well as, or instead of, a 
paper copy, please just email me at 
pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Dominic Casey 

An update from the church gardener 
 
The summer gardening season brings many 
wonderful sights and fragrances. The hanging 
baskets (put together by Gill McDonald) are looking 
particularly vibrant. The hydrangeas in the car park 
also add a wonderful splash of colour around the 
church. The first round of hedge cutting has been 
completed, and will be looked at again towards the 
end of the summer to keep it neat before it goes into 
dormancy. 
 
The Griselinia hedge being grown to screen the 
compost heap is coming along as planned, and wild 
flowers and shrubs, such as ivy and laurel, are 
being used to disguise the gaps in the meantime. 
The challenges include helping the grass to look 
fresh, and keeping the dust down in the dry 
weather, but the rain (when we get it!) is helping 
these particular issues. 
 
Luke Bradford 
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Oasis Summer BBQ - July 2019 
 
Deuteronomy 12:7 “And there you shall eat before the 

Lord your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your 

households, in all that you undertake, in which the Lord 

your God has blessed you.“ 

 

“Summer, summer, summertime. Time to sit back and 

unwind” - the 1991 worldwide smash hit from Will Smith. 

Yes, it’s that time of year again, to sit back and unwind 

with friends at our annual summer BBQ hosted by the 

Oasis ladies of Broadstone URC. Over 50 people came 

for fellowship, socialising in the sun, fun and spending 

time together (and 

working on your tan!) in 

the hot sunny weather! 

There was a whole array 

of food on offer from 

sizzling sausages to 

mouth-watering burgers, 

refreshing crisp salads to 

fresh baked bread rolls, 

finger-licking chicken to 

juicy pork belly…….and 

not  forget t ing  the 

de l i c ious  desser ts ! 

Yummy! 
 

Saz Holland 

June Pop-In: “God can speak your language!” 

The church hosted another of its family pop-ins on Saturday 22nd June. 

Inspired by Pentecost, the theme was “God can speak your language!” 

All the guests had the chance to 

explore the theme through a variety 

of activities, from Aboriginal-inspired 

painting to making South African-

inspired fruit kebabs! 

A big thank you to Gill McDonald 

and all of her team who help put the 

wonderful pop-in events together! 

Below - Kathryn Emerson graduated with a doctorate 

from the University of Sheffield in July 2019 
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Sunday July 7th - Macmillan Dorset Bike Ride and the Broadstone Fun Day 

Above and left - Some of the 

Macmillan Bike Ride team.  

Well done to everyone, including 

those not pictured! 

 

Right - An amazing action shot 

of Paul. Keep pedalling! 

 

Special mention must also be made of Paul McDonald, 

who completed the public stage of the Tour de France! 

Approximately 85 miles through the French alps, and 

climbing over 15,000 feet in elevation. It’s an incredible 

feat (more than a third of the riders failed to complete 

the route in the allotted time), particularly given the 

over 30oC heat! In the process, he also raised an 

incredible £715 (and still climbing) for Macmillan in the 

process. 

The first Sunday in July is, without fail, a 

busy one for Broadstone URC. For 

many years, members have taken part 

in the Dorset Bike Ride for the charity 

Macmillan Cancer Support. The team in 

2019, this included Martin, Cecilia & 

Dominic Casey, Shirley Hohne, Janet 

Shortland, John Turner and a friend, 

Tim Meachin and Ian McDonald, who 

variously cycled between 38 and 100 

miles (well done Tim!) round the Dorset 

countryside. Behind the scenes, Janet 

Meachin and Eileen Thurston also gave 

their time helping out providing much-

needed refreshments at the finish line. 

 

In more recent years, another contingent 

of members has also spent the first 

Sunday in July helping the ’Churches 

Together in Broadstone’ run a stall at the 

Broadstone Fun Day, a community fair 

that takes place every year on 

Broadstone Rec. The whole event is a 

great day out for many families, and our 

presence there is a wonderful way to 

meet new people and interact with the 

community. 
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God’s story: End of an era……or is it? 

Genesis 12:2 “I will make you into a great nation and 

I will bless you; I will make your name great and you 

will be a blessing.” 

Think back 6 years ago, and try and remember what 

you were doing? You may have been on holiday, 

moving house, going shopping, attending a wedding, 

studying at uni!? For me, I was busy answering 

God’s call to go into mission work and spend 10 

months abroad in the very capital of the 

Netherlands……Amsterdam! So why am I 

mentioning it again? Unfortunately, this coming 

month will be the very last month of the Mission 

House in Amsterdam. After 15 successful years it 

was decided by the Protestantse Diaconie that it's 

time for something new. It’s an end to an era!   

For me, those 10 months in the Netherlands were life

-changing, being part of God’s story and being part of 

His bigger picture. A chance to explore life, faith and 

try out new opportunities. I experienced city life to the 

full, different cultures and traditions, different 

churches, different people’s stories, different 

celebrations whilst learning about myself and God. 

Special moments include: celebrating the very first 

Koningsdag (King’s Day) since 1890, celebrating 

Liberation Day in Zeeland, commemorating Veteran’s 

day in Dam’s square in the presence of His Royal 

Highest King Willem-Alexander and his wife Queen 

Maxima and the Dutch Prime minister Mark Rutte, 

celebrating the holiday season of Sinterklasse, 

exploring The Netherlands and a couple of trips to 

Belgium with friends, worshipping at three churches: 

St Nicolas Catholic Cathedral, Krijberg Catholic 

church and Hillsong evangelical church, going to 

Bijlmerbajes prison complex whilst leading services 

and worshipping with inmates, working at numerous 

projects, visits from my parents, EVS training, 

celebrating New Year’s eve with tourists, friends and 

quite literally the whole of the city……….to name a 

few! There were so many memories made and lots of 

little stories intertwining and interlocking with each 

other to be part of God’s big story.    

At the time of Abraham, God revealed Himself to him 

and told him to lead His people, who will create a 

great nation. Abraham’s son Isaac, and his grandson 

Jacob, also became part of God’s story further down 

the line. More than 1,000 years later, one of the 

greatest prophets of all time, Moses, came into light 

and led God’s people out of Egypt. Eventually, after 

the Burning Bush, several heated encounters with 

the Pharaoh, Moses’ wedding, the devastating 10 

plagues and celebrating Passover, God’s people 

managed to escape from the evil Pharaoh Rameses 

until they were stopped by the Red Sea. Is that the 

end of the story? Nope, you know what happens 

next! God did one of the greatest miracles ever, He 

split the Red Sea in half to create a path for His 

people to go into the Promised Land and create a 

great nation. And once God’s people crossed 

over….both sides of the Red Sea crashed back 

together and Miriam began to lead God’s people in 

dancing, praising, worshipping and celebrating with 

their tambourines shouting out ‘Who among the gods 

is like you, O God? Who is like you – majestic in 

hol iness, awesome in glory,  working 

wonders?’ (Exodus 15) 

So, is it an end of an era or the end of God’s story? 

Certainly not! There is good news ahead, next year 

the Protestanste Diaconie will be hosting voluntary 

gap years in Amsterdam for European volunteers in 

different ways and with different organisations. And 

so God’s story still continues today! In conclusion, I 

have a prayer (adapted from a 1977 Reform Siddur) 

relating to God’s plan and carrying on God’s story for 

us all.   

May my life be one link in a chain of goodness. As I 

say the prayers of my fathers’, help me to remember 

their story, their devotion and their faithfulness, their 

joy and suffering, which are in every word. Holiness 

is my heritage, may I be worthy of it. May this story 

and tradition live in me and pass from me to 

generations I shall never know, enriched by the truth 

that I have found and the good deeds I have done. 

So, may I fulfil my task on earth and receive my 

blessing. May I love God above all and my neighbour 

as myself and be a living witness to the truth that 

never changes and to be part of God’s big story. 

Amen.  

Saz Holland 

Something a little lighter... 
The most recent Sunday service as I’m writing this 

(on 28th July) discussed the power of prayer, 

spiritually, but also in real change to our everyday 

lives. I couldn’t help but be reminded of this joke: 

A little boy was told by his mother that he might be 

allowed go on a picnic she had previously forbidden. 

He sighed, "It's too late Mummy, I've already prayed 

for rain." 

Dominic Casey 
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Items for the October & November 2019 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Dominic Casey by Sunday 29
th

 September 2019 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’  
   service every 3rd Sunday 
     6.30 pm  Worship and the Word    
      - Last Sunday in the month        

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
 2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday   10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 

 8.00 pm Music GroupSaturday      

 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Alpha India Foundation is a charity set up in 
1999 by a couple from Corfe Mullen, Roger and 
Pearl Higgins, to help street children in Southern 
India. To do this they set up two homes so that 
the children could have the benefit of living in a 
home environment. Initially the children in each 
home were mixed, but then the government 
ruled that boys and girls could not live together, 
so now one of the homes is for boys and the 
other, girls. The children do all play together 
though. 

Currently, 19 children are in care and attend 
school. The foundation also supports 8 
youngsters who are at college, some of whom 
still live at the home. As always with charities, 
money is needed when equipment breaks down, 
subsidies are cut and when opportunities for the 
children to experience something different are 
needed. Three examples: This year the clutch 
on the van needs replacing. The van is in 
constant use, taking children to school and other 
appointments, collecting supplies. You can well 
imagine how many other trips it must make, so 
that a high standard of safety has to be 
maintained; so - it was decided preferable to 
buy a new van. This will cost around £4,500. 

A request was made for the children to spend 
two nights at a Scripture Union camp as they 

have done previously, 
giving the children and 
staff the opportunity for 
quiet meditation and 
Bible study as well as 
time on the beach.  

And thirdly; a few years ago the government 
had given the Foundation 9 orphan girls to look 
after, promising to pay for their education, but 
recently the government informed the 
Foundation that the grant had been cut by half - 
now £2,000 has to be found. 

As well as looking after the children, Alpha India 
has been instrumental in arranging the boring of 
a well in a local village; buying a tricycle for a 
young girl with polio so that she can still attend 
school; and help in a nearby Dalit 
(‘Untouchable’) village by supplying provisions 
for the elderly and children (and some toys for 
the children) on four Saturdays every six 
months, although there is a possibility that this 
will increase to every three months soon. 

So, as you can see, money is always needed for 
the good work that this charity carries out, so I 
ask you to remember all that is done when you 
donate to the communion offering in August. 

Pat Johnson 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
See weekly news-sheet for details of ‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Open House, and other activities 

August 2019 Minute for Mission:  
Alpha India Foundation 


