
 

  

Dear Friends 

H ow do you celebrate your Birthday? My 
40th was phenomenal: holidays, 

parties, presents, friends and family; it was 
the best. Though I normally love to go for a 
meal, I’m perfectly happy to receive 
presents, and generally I try and get a cycle 
ride in!! 

It’s God’s church’s birthday on 9th June - 
Pentecost - the day the Spirit came in a new 
and dramatic way. We’ve been studying the 
repercussions of that great day in Holy 
Habits, and we do indeed find meals, we find 
God constantly giving gifts, and whilst it 
doesn’t involve bikes, there is plenty of fun 
being had by the church as they share in 
fellowship together; that special kind of 
gathering that is drawn together by our being 
united in one Spirit. 

So what are we planning at BURC this year 
to celebrate? Well it’s quite a month and a 
bit… First up is getting together with our 
friends at the Methodist Church. Worship, 
food, and a chance to hear Right Reverend 
Barry Morgan, the former Archbishop of 

Wales. He’ll be preaching at the service and 
speaking after lunch about his time as 
Archbishop. A good start and something I 
hope can keep happening into the future. 

Following that, we have multiple 
opportunities for outreach, chances to share 
the reasons for the hope we have found in 
Christ! Pop-In is first, then we welcome a 
good number of people for a thanksgiving 
and dedication service and finally being part 
of the Churches Together in Broadstone 
presence at the Fun Day. Turning out to be 
a good celebration this… 

Lastly (for now anyway!) is the great 
MacMillan bike ride. What a way to finish. 
Cycling and serving, raising some serious 
miles and money for a super charity. I know 
there are many of you training which is great 
to see! I really hope you enjoy yourselves, 
stay safe and raise the most ever! 

Sounds like a great celebration, putting into 
action the gifts and abilities that God has 
given us to live out our lives in the way he 
guides us to. I pray that at each occasion, 
and in everything else you find yourselves 
doing, they’re more than just events to 
attend, but a place to be the very hands, feet 
and mouth of God, loving, blessing and 
bringing hope. 

Happy Birthday, Church! 

Andy 
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Family News • What is Pentecost all about 
then? • Walk of Witness • In Memoriam • A 
history of Do Re Me •  and more…  

Dates for Your Diary  
Open House 1 & 2 13th June 
 (OH2 at Gwyneth Maling’s house) 

Joint service at 16th June 

 Broadstone Methodist Church 

Oasis Lunch at 18th June 

 Janet Meachin’s house 

Pop-In 22nd June, 10.30am 

Wedding of Harry Haines & 29th June 

 Natasha Harding 

Youth & Children’s Work 3rd July, 8.00pm 

 Forum committee meeting in Waterman Lounge 

Visit from ZAK, Frankenthal 1st-5th August 
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We remember in our prayers those who are, or 
have recently been, unwell and/or in hospital: 
Mary Joyce, Cecil Lawrence, Ann Longley, 
and John & Pam Mogg. Please also 
remember the friends and families of Eileen 
Goodbody and Jill Freemantle in their 
bereavement, and Pearl Wilson, whose son-in-
law passed away last month. 

Congratulations to Michael Bussell MBBS 
BSc Hons, who graduated as a doctor from 
Imperial College School of Medicine in April, 
and to Alex Wilson, the grandson of Pearl 
Wilson, who was recently married. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Your garden in June & July 
Based on the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice 
 
As the weather heats up, gardening jobs for June 
include pruning many spring-flowering shrubs, 
staking tall or floppy plants, and harvesting lettuce, 
radish, other salads, and early potatoes. 
Throughout the summer, don’t forget to also open 
greenhouse doors and vents to keep them cool, and 
shade them where you can. 
 
Keep plants in bloom by regularly deadheading 
bedding plants and repeat-flowering perennials, and 
as we move in to July, you can start to harvest 
courgettes before they become marrows, and any 
apricots and nectarines you may have grown. 

What is Pentecost all about then? 

 
If we go back and read the Old Testament, we will 
discover that Pentecost was originally a Jewish 
feast day, called ‘Shavuot’ - the Feast of Harvest or 
the Feast of Weeks. It is mentioned five times in the 
Torah - Exodus 23-24, Leviticus 16, Numbers 28, 
and Deuteronomy 16. The feast celebrates the all-
important wheat harvest, but also God revealing to 
Moses (and hence mankind) the 10 commandments 
and the Torah (Genesis to Deuteronomy). Jews 
(and some Christians) observe Shavuot through the 
consumption of dairy products like milk and cheese, 
reading of the Book of Ruth, the decoration of 
homes, and study of the Torah. 

Pentecost is preceded by Passover (the feast of 
unleavened bread), after which the Counting of the 
Omer begins. Adherents verbally count each day 
after the start of Passover up until the 49th, the day 
before Shavuot. Hence, this time of celebration 
takes 7 weeks or exactly 50 days. In other words, 
Pentecost means “fiftieth”! 

So, for Jesus’ disciples and still today, Pentecost is 
both a time of traditions, as well as celebration for 
the new gifts God gave us through the Spirit. It’s a 
time to seek God prayerfully with a deeper 
understanding of his love, a greater desire to study 
the Bible, and to seek a stronger and deeper 
relationship with Him.     

Jeremiah 31:33 - This is the covenant I will make 
with the people of Israel after that time,” declares 
the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it 
on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be 
my people. 

Saz 

Holland 

Broadstone Tuesday Club 
 
The excellent club for seniors in Broadstone which 
meets in our own church hall every Tuesday now 
has vacancies for new members. It has been 
renamed as the "Broadstone Tuesday Club" and is 
open from 9.30 a.m. to 2.45 p.m. every week.  
 
Some of our own church members enjoy the 
facilities which this Club offers - Extend Exercises 
fortnightly, morning tea/coffee with biscuits, a 2-
course cooked lunch, and afternoon tea or coffee to 
end the day. Apart from the pleasure of a day spent 
with friends, there is also entertainment to enhance 
the experience. The cost for the whole day with 
refreshments is £10, which includes transport if 
needed.   
 
So if you know of anyone who would enjoy their 
Tuesdays making friends with other Broadstone 
people, then please get in touch with Ann Biggs on 
01202 849136 who will be delighted to make the 
necessary arrangements.  

Something a little lighter… 
 
What do you call a sleepwalking nun? 
A roamin' Catholic! 

Visitors from Frankenthal 
 
Our friends from the Church of 
the Twelve Apostles in 
Germany will be with us from 
1st to 5th August. Look out for 
the programme of events and 
sign up! We are also in need of 
another host, so any offers of 
hospitality are welcome; please speak to Janet 
Shortland or Martin Casey if you are interested. 
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Walk of Witness 
 
Every Good Friday, Churches Together in Broadstone organises a Walk for 

members of each of the churches. This walk takes place whatever the weather. 

Although Good Friday this year was fine and warm, there have been years when the 

rain was so heavy that all the walkers were soaked. The walk is carried out in 

silence, except at the beginning, end, and three stopping places, where a 

dramatised version of the happenings on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday are 

enacted. The stopping places for the enactment are the area outside the cobblers, 

outside Marks and Spencer and in the area by Lloyds Bank. 

The photos show the walk leaving our church, 

outside Lloyds Bank and finally outside the 

Methodist Church before we went into the church 

for the Good Friday service. With thanks to Jon 

Wright of the Methodist Church for use of the 

photos. There are members of our church taking 

part in the walk (honest!) although we are difficult 

to spot in the photos. Perhaps next year you might 

like to take part in the walk, for all or just part of it. 

Pat Johnson 

The Magnificent Seven! 

April saw the induction and 

ordination of seven elders who were 

elected or re-elected at the AGM in 

March. 

Our new elders were welcomed by 

Andy and the congregation with 

affirmations of faith and the 

Statement of the Nature, Faith and 

Order of the United Reformed 

Church. 

From left to right: Mick Rowberry, 

Jean Vincent, Michelle Hall, Gill 

McDonald, Elizabeth Howard, Peter 

Legg and Martin Sales. 
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Broadstone URC history notes 

 
During a recent inspiring service, the Revd. Tim Meachin was 

speculating on the origins of the wood for the Communion Table. I 

can’t answer his question but I do know about the cross on the wall 

above the table and I thought others might be interested in its 

origins. 

The wood of the cross is African Oak. It was brought to Dorset by a 

serviceman returning home during the Second World War. 

Basil and I were married in the church in February 1947, and both 

our mothers became members here. After they both died in the 

1950s, we asked permission to put a memorial to them in the 

church. Consequently, a colleague of Basil’s from the Fire Service 

fashioned the cross from the African Oak. It was mounted on the 

wall above the Communion Table as a reminder of the great 

sacrificial love of God for us all, and of two good women who tried 

to follow Jesus in their daily lives. 

Revd. Betty Williams 

Letters from Lyon 
 
Dear Friends, 

Reflecting on my year in France, I think about the challenges I have overcome - learning the language, 

adapting to French culture and making friends in a new country. My trust in the Lord’s plan for me, and the 

support of friends at my (English-speaking) church in Lyon have helped me no-end in overcoming these 

challenges! 

However, there is one challenge remaining (apart from going home!). Back in October, I decided that, since I 

could not enter the Macmillan Dorset Bike Ride (after completing it for 12 years), I would set myself a 

‘different’ cycling goal this year. On Sunday 21st July, I will take part in the “Étape du Tour de France”, an 

organised charity event to cycle one complete stage of the Tour de France – this year the 20th stage, from 

Albertville to the summit of Val Thorens in the Alps. The ride is 135km, cycling up 3 mountains in the process 

and I will be continuing to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support during the event. I ask for your 

thoughts and prayers in this undertaking, and I wish the best of luck to the Broadstone URC team in the 

Dorset Bike Ride! 

Best wishes, 

Paul McDonald 
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In memory of Jill Freemantle 
 
Jill was born on the 11th October 1944, but the first 

time I met her was when she and Henry had a 

blessing in church on the 23rd July 2011 after their 

marriage abroad on the 26th May. I saw very little of 

them for some time after that because Jill was 

already suffering a number of debilitating illnesses 

which meant she preferred to attend the evening 

service. They became members of our church 

family by reaffirmation of faith on the 6th December 

2015, and it was only when I became an Elder and 

they were added to my pastoral care group that I 

really made good friends with Jill and her very 

devoted husband and soul mate, Henry. 

Since then I have been privileged to be a small part 

of the difficult journey Jill travelled when she was 

diagnosed with cancer and given only a very small 

chance of survival. Her faith in the Lord never 

wavered and I was able to share some precious 

moments alone with them in our church during April 

and June 2017. Jill gave the church the picture of 

Jesus with the children, which belonged to her great 

grandparents and now hangs in the Children’s 

corner in the Sanctuary. 

Jill enjoyed our church life, particularly when she 

was able to help at a Pop-In or two using her skills 

as a children’s nanny. Church barbecues, Mission 

Suppers, and Musical Ploughmans have been 

attended by Jill and Henry during her periods of 

remission. On the 23rd September 2017, Mick and I 

were honoured to be present at a Renewal of their 

Wedding Vows in the church. 

When last Christmas she was told her illness was 

terminal, Jill set out to ensure that her funeral would 

be as she wished and, indeed, she spent time with 

the Music Group recording the chorus of “The Lord 

of the Dance” hymn to be played on that occasion. 

She leaves a loving family including great 

grandchildren, but she will never be forgotten by 

those who got to know her well. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Henry who was her stalwart 

throughout. 

Val Rowberry 

In memory of Eileen Goodbody 
 
Eileen was born in Hillingdon and as a young girl 

went to the Waterloo Mission Church in Uxbridge 

with her sisters, where the seeds of her Christian 

faith were sown – a faith that would sustain her all 

through her life. Eileen attended Mellow Lane 

Secondary School in Hillingdon, where she met 

George at the age of about 12, as they were in the 

same class. Eileen and George were married in 

1964. 

Eileen has always had an empathy with older 

people, and over the years there have been many 

elderly people that she has befriended and 

supported, many of them being people she got to 

know through the church. After moving to 

Broadstone, Eileen and George ran the Tuesday 

Club at Lytchett Minster URC, and they led services 

at Delph House while she was able. Eileen also 

helped at Pop-Ins and in many other ways. 

Eileen was a very generous person – generous with 

her time, her friendship, and her gifts. She was 

intelligent, very conscientious, and was a person of 

integrity who took her responsibilities seriously. She 

was warm, very kind and caring, and thought about 

others. Her deep, vital and trusting Christian faith 

motivated and sustained her throughout her life. 

Eileen’s life wasn’t always easy, but when things 

were difficult Eileen was able to ‘count her 

blessings’ and focus on the good things she still 

had. This was to prove very helpful in her final 

illness which she faced with courage and faith. She 

was very grateful for the help she received from all 

the medical professionals who helped her in her 

final years, months and days. 

Eileen passed away on 17
th
 April after spending her 

final hours at the Forest Holme Hospice. Eileen will 

be deeply missed by us all – and especially by 

George and her closest family, whom she loved so 

much. Eileen was a thoroughly committed Christian 

with a strong faith; every moment of her life she was 

a dearly-loved child of God and her passing does 

not change that. 

Revd. Anne Dove (précised) 

In Memoriam 

It is with great sadness that the church has lost two 

stalwart and generous members of the congregation 

in recent weeks. As the moving tributes on this page 

attest, it is with love that they lived among us, and in 

love that they have departed. 

We wish to thank all at Broadstone URC for the 

prayers said and the kindness shown to us during 

Eileen’s illness and at her passing to a new life. 

Thank you all. 

Eileen and George Goodbody 
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Items for the August & September 2019 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Dominic Casey by Sunday 28
th

 July 2019 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister:  Revd. Andy Hall 
phone: 01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary:  Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                  Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’  
   service every 3rd Sunday 
     6.30 pm  Worship and the Word    
      - Last Sunday in the month        

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
 2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday   10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 

 8.00 pm Music GroupSaturday      

 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Do, a deer, a female deer; Re, a drop of 

golden sun... 

Many people have heard of ‘sol-fa’, if only through Julie 

Andrews’ teaching song in The Sound of Music. I myself 

learnt it as a pre-cursor to starting piano lessons. It’s a 

way of labelling the eight notes of a Western scale 

without needing to be able to read music – do, re, mi, fa, 

so (or sol), la, ti, do – and was popular in the 19th and 

early 20th centuries for choirs sightreading and learning 

music. The conductor could just say “Do sounds like 

this: laaa”, and the singers would know that the note 

above that was re, the note below it was ti, and so on. 

But do you know where sol-fa came from? 

The modern version was created by Sarah Ann Glover 

in Norwich in 1812 for teaching children to sing (much 

like Maria!), and popularised by Reverend John Curwen 

in 1841, when he was commissioned to find a way to 

promote Sunday School singing. There have been 

previous solmisation systems – associating syllables 

with pitches – but the 11th century monk Guido of 

Arezzo is usually acknowledged as the original creator 

of the sol-fa system. (He is also, incidentally, considered 

to be the inventor of modern musical notation, using a 

stave with lines, rather than the ‘neum’ symbols used 

previously.) 

Guido noticed that singers sometimes had trouble 

remembering the Gregorian chants, so he developed a 

method to help with learning. Using the poem Ut queant 

laxis (by Italian monk Paulus Diaconus), he found or 

composed a melody, where each half-line began with a 

different note of the scale, in ascending order. Taking 

the syllable on each note, this gave a six-note 

(hexachord) scale of Ut-Re-Mi-Fa-Sol-La, which singers 

could use to remember each note. 

Ut queant laxis  Do let our voices 

resonare fibris  resonate most purely, 

Mira gestorum  miracles telling, 

famuli tuorum,  far greater than many; 

Solve pollute  so let our tongues be 

labii reatum,  lavish in your praises, 

Sancte Iohannes.  Saint John the Baptist. 

[Paraphrased in English by Cecile Gertken, 1902-2001. 

A freer translation might be: So that your servants may, 

with loosened vocal cords, resound the wonders of your 

deeds, clean the guilt from our stained lips, O Saint 

John.] 

You’ve probably noticed a couple of differences 

between this and the scale I quoted earlier though. First, 

in the 16th century, the seventh note of the scale was 

added, using si (in reference to Sancte Iohannes). 

Sarah Ann Glover later changed this to ti because she 

wanted a different first letter to so/sol. Then, ut was 

changed to do by Giovanni Battista Doni in 1640, 

because ut wasn’t a great syllable for singing 

(fortuitously, the first two letters of his name were! Or, 

less cynically, it may have been from Dominus – Lord). 

Music is an important part of worship for me, and I like 

that sol-fa, a method that has helped many people 

access sung music, originated from a desire to ‘resound 

the wonders of God’s deeds’. 

Kathryn Emerson 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
See weekly news-sheet for details of ‘Oasis’, Ladies’ Open House, and other activities 


