
 

  

Dear Friends 

It is possible that a little bit of me was 
serious about taking on Pathway if no one 
else came forward. It is a really great 
resource to have and would have been a 
great loss if no-one had come forward, so I 
am incredibly grateful to Dominic and 
Kathryn for coming forward as our new 
editorial team! 

Their arrival brings a bit of relief for sure, but 
also the hope and excitement that comes as 
people step into new roles and I’m hoping 
that 2019 is going to be that kind of year! 
Not that we’re all taking on something new, 
but I pray that there will be an increasing 
sense that together we’re stepping forward 
into the role God has for us as a church. 

At our first church meeting of the year we 
looked very briefly at the story of Joshua and 
Caleb in Numbers 13 and 14. They are sent 
with ten others to assess the possibilities 
and risks in the land ahead - the promised 
land. When they returned from exploring, all 
the men agreed that it was indeed a land 
flowing with milk and honey. But ten of them 
were filled with fear, overcome by the size of 
the cities and indeed the people! They felt 

like grasshoppers compared to these giants! 

The only voices of any confidence or faith 
were those of Joshua and Caleb, who in 
faith exclaimed that God would indeed lead 
them into this land, because he is with the 
people! 

We looked at this story because we’ve 
started talking about dreams and visions, 
beginning to ask what we hope the church 
will look like in 10 years time. What’s 
different? What have we achieved? What 
impact we have had beyond our walls? 

We’re only at the stage of assessing the 
journey ahead. We need to talk and to listen, 
to church members, regulars at our various 
activities, our friends and neighbours and 
above all God. Even at this stage we might 
be filled with mixed emotions; the new and 
the unknown can cause us to be fearful, and 
that voice can be quite strong in our minds 
and our meetings. But we must be attentive 
to God’s voice and instead of being 
paralysed by fear, step forward in faith. 

So I hope you’re all ready for the pathway of 
2019, both the magazine with its new 
leadership and our path together, wherever 
it may lead. 

Happy New Year Everyone! 

Andy 
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In This Issue:  

Church Life in pictures • A note from the 
(new!) editors • Minute for Mission • An 
update from the church gardener • Fairtrade  
Fortnight  •  and more…  

Dates for Your Diary  
Open House 1 & 2  21st February 

Fairtrde Fortnight 25th Feburary - 

         10th March 

Ploughman’s Lunch with musical 3rd March 

 accompaniment  

Start of Lent (Ash Wednesday) 6th March 

Mission Supper (with speaker 16th March 

 from Christian Aid) 6pm 

Mothering Sunday service 31st March 
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We remember in our prayers those who are or 
have recently been unwell and/or in hospital: 
Mhairi Allen, Kathleen Burbidge, Jill 
Freemantle, Eileen Goodbody, Mary Joyce, 
Cecil & June Lawrence, Ann Longley, 
Gwyneth Maling, John & Pam Mogg, Betty 
Wilson, and Pearl Wilson. Please also 
remember Linda Skakich following the passing 
of her husband Ska, whose funeral was at our 
church on Thursday 24

th
 January. 

Congratulations to… 

Margaret & Jim Tudor on the birth of two more 
grandsons - twins - to daughter Helen (née 
Tudor) and Michael Fosbrook. Born on 9th 
December 2018, Daniel James and Ethan 
Michael weighed 3lb 9oz and 3lb 15 oz, 
respectively. (see photo on the page 3) 

Val Rowberry who recently celebrated a 
“significant” birthday! She wishes to thank all 
well-wishers, and everyone for their thoughts 
and prayers after her unfortunate accident. 

Rita Smith, who recently celebrated her 97
th
 

birthday! 

FAMILY NEWS 
A note from the editors… 
 
As some of you may be aware, Jim Tudor has 
stepped back from his editing duties for 
Pathway in order to spend more time with his 
new grandchildren (and not, he assures me, at 
the pub!). Into his boots we have therefore 
stepped, and we look forward to tending this 
newsletter in his stead. I (Dominic) will be 
handling matters on the home front (which I’m 
told involves mostly folding the pages!), while 
Kathryn will be collaborating from afar through 
the wonders of modern technology and 
siblingship. 
 
First and foremost, we must of course thank 
Jim Tudor for his years (how many again, Jim?) 
of service. He’s done a wonderful job putting 
Pathway together, and I hope he won’t mind the 
odd email from us with questions! We wish him 
and his family, including their newest members, 
all the best. 
 
Secondly, we must address practical questions: 
please don’t stop your submissions! We 
welcome any and all articles, letters, notes and 
streams of consciousness that you have. If 
there is anything you want to contribute, or 
ideas that you want to discuss, please do come 
and find me at church, or email 
pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 
We particularly like the feature “My Favourite 
Hymn” that Jim began, where a member of the 
congregation shares a hymn that has a special 
significance to them - or that they just like! - and 
write about why that’s the case. If this is 
something that you would like to add to, please 
do come have a chat. 
 
Finally, we both want to wish you all a most 
happy and fulfilled 2019. There will, we’ve no 
doubt, be much to be joyful and thankful for, 
and while sadness and division may also strike 
along the way, there are few wounds that faith 
and fellowship cannot soothe. 
 
With best wishes for the year ahead, 

Dominic Casey & Kathryn Emerson 

Something a little lighter... 
 

My resolution this new year was to make fewer bad 
jokes, but unfortunately, my new year’s resolutions 
just go in one year and out the other! 

A Prayer for the Future 
 
Saz kindly provided this prayer from a 1977 Reform 
Jewish Siddur (prayer book): 
 
“Lord, we thank you for your gift of hope, our 

strength in times of trouble. Beyond the injustice of 

our time, its cruelty and its wars, we look forward to 

a world at peace when men deal kindly with each 

other, and no-one is afraid. Every bad deed delays 

its coming, every good one brings it nearer. 

May our lives be your witness, so that future 

generations bless us. May the day come, as the 

prophet taught, when 'the sun of righteousness will 

rise with healing in its wings'. Help us to pray for it, 

to wait for it, to work for it and to be worthy of it. 

Grant us peace, goodness and blessing; life, grace 

and kindness; justice and mercy. Our Father, bless 

us all together with the light of your presence, for in 

the light of your presence you give us, Lord our 

God, law and life, love and kindness, justice and 

mercy, blessing and peace. And in your eyes it is 

good to bless your people with great strength and 

peace. Amen.” 
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Church life in pictures... Our Christmas Services 

Left—December saw medals and certificates 
for the Macmillan Dorset Bike Ride in July 
being handed out. 
 
As a group, they cycled 788 miles. (If they 
were the Wise Men, that means they would 
have started further east than Baghdad to 
reach Bethlehem!) In total, over £1,500 was 
raised for the worthy cause. 

A big thank you to everyone who helped put together 
any of the services over the Christmas season - 
Andy, Martin, Ian, and all the readers, singers, actors, 
flower arrangers, organisers, sidespeople, anyone 
who posted the Chistmas service invitations, or just 
contributed in any way. (And of course, members of 
the candle committee!—Right) 

Here are a few snapshots of the 
Christmas Festival Service on 
Sunday 16th December. The nativity 
scene was walked piece by piece 
down the aisle (despite the best 
efforts of a couple of Roman 
soldiers!) to draw together the 
Christmas story, while the Junior 
Church’s banners, hanging from the 
rafters, illustrated events. 

Right—Helen (née Tudor) with baby Daniel and 
Michael Fosbrook holding baby Ethan, together 
with big brother Luke (aged 2½).  
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Saturday 12
th
 January saw our 

annual church New Year Party, 
with its winning combination of 
food, games, and people making 
fools of themselves! 
 
A particular highlight was 
attempting to roll a malteser down 
an extended measuring tape! 
(Congratulations to the Hall family 
for winning that one - a useful 
skill!) 
 
Photos by Tim Meachin 

Church life in pictures... The New Year Party! 

Right—The scholar pack provided by our 2019 youth charity 
‘Tools With A Mission’ 
 
Below—Photos from the 2018 Youth Charity: World Bicycle 
Relief. The bikes help individuals by, for example, giving 
children the chance to attend school, or allowing healthcare 
professionals the chance to see more patients, and by 
extension help improve entire communities. 

Minute for Mission: 2018 & 2019 Youth Charities 
See David Holland’s article on page 5 
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Minute for Mission: 
2018 & 2019 Youth Charities 

 
A big “thank you” to everyone who supported 
the 2018 Junior Charity “World Bicycle Relief” 
through the Sunshine Bags, the Musical 
Ploughman’s lunch and other gifts. Walking is 
the main method of transportation for many 
people in the developing world. Everyday 
tasks can quickly become a struggle against 
time and fatigue. World Bicycle Relief have 
developed the “Buffalo” bike. This is a robust 
design suitable for rough African roads and 
costs £95 per bicycle. 
 
The total raised was £1167, enough to buy 12 
bikes or more importantly to change the lives of 
12 people. (See some pictures on page 4.) 
 
For our 2019 charity we are supporting Tools 
With A Mission. The main activity of the charity 
is the refurbishing of old tools and distribution of 
these to those in need of them in developing 
countries. As a church we have supported 
TWAM and Tools for Self-Reliance in this way 
for many years.  
 
However, we are supporting another TWAM 
initiative. Many children in rural Africa have no 
basic materials for school and can’t afford to 
buy them. TWAM provide what they refer to as 
Scholar Packs (picture on page 4) consisting of 
the essentials they need. This includes pencils, 
biros, a geometry set, a simple calculator and 
other basics items. These packs cost about £7, 
a small price to provide the opportunity for 
these children to have what they need to go to 
school. 
 
The first opportunity to donate to this charity is 

the February communion offering. We will also 

be holding our annual Musical Ploughman’s 

lunch in aid of the charity on Sunday March 3rd. 

David Holland 

Fairtrade Fortnight: 25
th

 Feb-10
th

 Mar 
 

On behalf of Traidcraft, thank you for your 
support over the last few months, especially in 
the run-up to Christmas.   
 
With Fairtrade Fortnight at the end of this 
month, we would ask you to once again support 
us in buying fairtrade to support the poor and 
marginalised producers in the Third World. We 
would urge everyone in the congregation to 
regularly purchase one item from your shopping 
list from our Traidcraft stall. Traidcraft is not just 
about chocolate, coffee and dried fruit! We sell 
hand-wash, fruit chutney, rice and marmalade 
to name but a few of our products. And we can 

order most groceries from the 
catalogue as single items, if you see 
something that you’d like to try out! 
 
Gill and Ian McDonald 

Your garden in February & March 
From the RHS monthly gardening tips & advice 

 
February is time to prune your Wisteria and winter-
flowering shrubs. You can also look to prune hardy 
evergreen hedges and renovate overgrown 
deciduous hedges. 
 
As we get in to March, it will be time to plant 
summer-flowering bulbs, and in the veg patch plant 
shallots, onion sets and early potatoes. 

Frankenthal Twinning announcement 
 
Keep the date! After discussion with our friends 
from the Church of the Twelve Apostles in 
Frankenthal, Germany, we’ve agreed 1st-5th August 
2019 would be the best time for them to visit. 
 
If you are interested in helping out with activities or 
by hosting a family, please get in touch with Janet 
Shortland or Martin Casey. 

An update from the church gardener... 

It’s been a hectic autumn in the gardens & grounds 
here. Clearing leaves, drains and replenishing 
borders with leaf mulch from our own 'BURC' 
compost heap. We are now preparing to put the 
garden to bed for the remainder of the cold winter. 

Looking forward to the spring and longer term we 
are planning minor but effective changes to the front 
of the church to make space for the “broad stones” 
which were in danger of being lost in the foliage, as 
well as designing and planting more suitable plants 
for the shady and cooler areas to make use of this 
prime location to look more attractive for the 
congregation and visitors. 

Be sure to keep an eye on the magnolia tree from 
Lytchett Minster URC (planted opposite the vestry) 
which should be coming into bloom early spring 
(green fingers crossed!). This will be the tree’s third 
year here at Broadstone and we're looking forward 
to seeing its blossom in shades of pink. And until 
next time.....keep those fingers green. 
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Items for the April & May 2019 issue of Pathway  

should be given to Dominic Casey by 31st March 2019 

Monthly Church Meeting - contact Church Secretary for details. 
Twice-monthly Ladies’ Open House Groups - see weekly news-sheet for details. 

Points of Contact 
 

Minister: Rev. Andy Hall 
                01202 698638  
email: minister@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Church Secretary: Mrs Janet Meachin  
email: secretary@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Organist:                   Mr Martin Casey 
email: music@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Treasurer:                 Mr Martin Sales 
email: treasurer@broadstoneurc.org 
    

Editor: Mr Dominic Casey 
email: pathway@broadstoneurc.org 
 

Web: www.broadstoneurc.org 

Weekly Activities 
 

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Service and Junior Church 
   Holy Communion celebrated 1

st
 Sunday 

  in the month; ‘Family Worship Mix’  
   service every 3rd Sunday 
     6.30 pm  Evening Service & Holy Communion 
    - Last Sunday in the month        

Tuesday 12.30 pm ‘Oasis’ House Group (3rd in month) 
 

Wednesday 10.00am  Yarn with Yarn Charity Craft Group 
    (alternate weeks) 
 2.00 pm  Toddler Group 
 

Thursday   10.00 am Ladies’ Open House (2 groups) 
             (alternate weeks) 

 8.00 pm Music GroupSaturday      

 

Saturday     5.00 - 7.30 pm  Pop-In Express (2nd in month) 

Looking back over Christmas… 
 
I’ve no doubt Christmas is starting to feel like a 
distant memory for some of you, but as this is the 
first Pathway since the start of Advent, I’m hoping 
that you will permit me an indulgence as I look back 
on the season. I hope it will also give you a chance 
to cast your own mind back and reflect, now that you 
are no longer busy preparing your festivities. 
 
For those who missed the Carols by Candlelight 
service (a big thank you to Martin, Andy and 
everyone who contributed), the unifying theme was 
“Where shall we look?”. Perhaps to a stable, to the 
stars, to ancient scripture, or to the future. Any of 
these and more may be an answer at any particular 
time, but the questions themselves gave us a new 
perspective on the Christmas story. 
 
Also featured was a poem by Godfrey Rust, which 
I’ve reproduced opposite. It is perhaps harsher than 
other poems you associate with the warm soft glow 
of Christmas; certainly the descriptions are cruel and 
don’t hold back. 
 
Much thought is often given to how the trappings of 
Christmas can package it up in a way devoid of 
deeper religious meaning. The uncomfortable 
reaction to this poem suggests that even a religious 
Christmas can be in danger of being packaged up 
such that it is devoid of real life relevance. After all, 
poverty, weariness and tyrants all feature in the 
familiar narrative. 

So, the babe became a man, and He is our guide 
through all life’s woes. The poem suggests it is not 
about keeping real life out of Christmas, rather (both 
2000 years ago and now) it is about inviting Christ in 
to real life. It should be, if you 
like, Chistmas all year round. 

 

Dominic Casey 
 
Come, Immanuel 
 by Godfrey Rust 
 
Come, Immanuel, God with us to be. 
Come down from paradise and occupy 
this dirty stable of humanity. 
Come and live rough, as we do: come and die. 
 
Come and be lonely as an orphaned child. 
Come to where grief is harvested and stored. 
Come to where empty agèd minds run wild. 
Come to the hospice and the cancer ward. 
 
Come, flee from tyrants as a refugee. 
Come, be betrayed by those you counted friends. 
Come and be tortured with no amnesty. 
Come as the means to justify all ends. 
 
Come and be broken like a Christmas toy. 
Come, be completely human—then we’ll know 
your sorrow may bring hope of lasting joy  
and God above is God with us below. 
 
© Godfrey Rust, www.wordsout.co.uk 


